To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons

LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for January 2008, Southern California:

During the month of January there were: 512countable  “activations”. 

 (Los Angeles Co =262 ; Orange Co =51 ; San Diego Co =120 ; San Bernardino =34; Riverside Co =40 ; Ventura Co =4 ; Santa Barbara Co =0 ; Imperial Co =1 ; San Luis Obispo=0  
Number of activations for this calender year to date Southern California (07) = 512
Total number of activations last calendar year = 5843
Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) Southern California = 36849
Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California = 318
HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF January 08: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 
             On 2-1-08, within eight minutes of the LoJack system activating, LAPD Officers flying Air-10 picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1998 Toyota Camry. The officers vectored in ground units to the area of Vernon Ave. and 3rd Ave. where a ground unit observed the vehicle being driven by one male suspect. The officers attempted to stop the stolen vehicle but the suspect sped away with the officers close behind. The suspect lost control of the vehicle, coming to a stop after hitting an iron fence. The suspect abandoned the vehicle running between the houses, but was soon taken into custody by other responding units. The suspect, a juvenile, was arrested for 487(D) PC (Grand Theft Auto). Southwest Detectives are investigating the case. 


On 2-3-08, Detectives from the Los Angeles Task Force for Regional Auto Theft Prevention (TRAP) S/E team responded to Cerritos Hummer regarding the theft of a 2008 Hummer HU2 taken by identity theft.  When at the location they learned that the suspect had apparently stolen other vehicles from other dealerships utilizing the same method ie using identification in another persons name and utilizing their social security number and other personal identification. While at the location after taking a signed stolen vehicle report, the detectives had the vehicle entered as stolen into the SVS/NCIC system. This activated the hidden LoJack that had been pre-installed.  Within 7 minutes an officer from the Covina PD had picked up this code and had tracked it to the 4700 block of Fircroft Ave, Covina.  The officer remained at the location until TRAP officers arrived and set surveillance. Within a short time, a male suspect left the location in a vehicle and was taken into custody. Found in his possession was a loaded .45 Cal Semi Automatic. While still under surveillance, a second suspect exited the location and entered the Hummer. He was taken into custody by assisting deputies without further incident.  Detectives were contacted by detectives from Torrance PD who indicated they had identified the suspect from a thumb print. TRAP further learned that there was a second location where there was a possibility of several stolen vehicles being at that location.  The next day, another search warrant was served and a stolen 2007 BMW M-8 taken from South Bay BMW and a 2006 Toyota Scion “show car” taken from Longo Toyota was recovered.  Detectives also recovered numerous pieces of identification, instruments for the making of False Identification, ie DMV documents, stolen credit cards and several illegal assault weapons.  They also learned that a 2004 Infinity G35 had been stolen in the same manner from CAR MAX, however, were unable to locate that vehicle at the time. Detectives classified this as a theft ring. (#316 for LoJack So California Operations).

On 1-4-08, an officer from Whittier PD overheard a broadcast of a stolen 2006 Chevrolet Silverado and within minutes of entry, he picked up the silent LoJack signal of the stolen vehicle.  After obtaining the reply signal, he ran it thru dispatch and confirmed the description of the stolen Chevrolet Silverado.  At this time he noted the signal getting stronger as he was at the intersection of Broadway and Santa Fe Springs, then observed the stolen Chevrolet Silverado approaching N/B crossing his W/B path.  He immediately followed in behind the truck requesting back up and followed it to a dead end on Morrill St, where the suspect bailed from the stolen vehicle.  The officer pursued the suspect on foot and caught him, taking him into custody without further incident. The suspect was later booked for the vehicle theft as he admitted he had stolen the vehicle from a shopping center in Whittier. The vehicle was later released to it’s owner, undamaged.


On 01-11-08, LAPD “Air 10” flight officers picked up the silent signal from the stolen 1998 Ford F150 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer (Three minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties.    LAPD Van Nuys patrol officers were alerted to the activation in the area of Roscoe Blvd and Sepulveda Blvd. Officers began tracking the vehicle and located the vehicle and suspect in the area of the 15700 block of Saticoy Street. Officers conducted a felony traffic stop and took the suspect into custody for 487 PC (GTA), without incident. Officers released the stolen vehicle at the scene. The owner advised them that the tail gate was stolen from his vehicle, and that he left a hidden key on the tail gate. The officers located the key to the stolen vehicle in the suspect’s pocket, and conducted a follow up investigation to the suspects’ residence. The officers recovered the owners tail gate, which was attached to the suspect’s 2001 Ford F150. Officers also located a 1992 Chevrolet pick- up truck, with the CHP applied VIN number altered, at the suspect’s residence. LAPD Van Nuys Detectives are handling the investigation. 


On 1-21-08, Pasadena PD Helicopter PD-1 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 2005 Honda CBR 1000 within 12 minutes of entry by the Baldwin Park Police Department.  They alerted ground units who responded to the area of the 500 block of West Claremont. Officers pinpointed the signal to an abandoned home under construction and located the vehicle that was stashed between bushes and the west side of the property.  A field investigation revealed that the MC had been hot wired and driven to the location. Further it had been see parked on the street in front of the neighboring home.  Officers contacted two male individuals and interviewed them. They also located a wrecked Sports Mc in their rear yard.  Although no arrests were made at this time, CSI officers obtained finger prints off the stolen MC and will be comparing them to the two individuals that were contacted.  The owner of the MC responded to the scene and took possession of his Honda MC indicating that when he had parked it earlier, he had not locked it properly.  The case was referred to the LA County TRAP Detectives for further investigation.

    
On 01-23-08, LAPD North Hollywood patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2004 Chevrolet Tahoe (17 minutes after being reported stolen) on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The officers pick up the signal in the area of the 11600 block of Burbank Blvd.  The officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop, at which time the suspects failed to comply, and a vehicle pursuit ensued. The suspects vehicle collided with another vehicle, jumped the curb, knocked down a fence and rammed into a garage at Hamlin Street and Beck Ave. The driver fled on foot and was taken into custody, along with the passenger for auto theft and felony evading charges without further incident. Detectives from LAPD North Hollywood Division are handling the investigation.   

On 01-29-08, Detectives from Los Angeles County TRAP (west team) picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2001 Toyota 4Runner on their portable LOJACK tracking computer (14 minutes after the vehicle was reported stolen) while on routine patrol. The detectives picked up the silent signal in the area of Sherman Way and the SR-170 freeway. The vehicle was tracked to an apartment complex in the area of Barbara Ann Street and Ethel Ave. The vehicle was parked in a stall in the rear of the complex.  Additional detectives responded to the location and set up surveillance on the vehicle. A male and female were observed walking toward the stolen Toyota. The male suspect drove the stolen Toyota out of the complex followed by the female driving an Acura TL. The suspect parked the stolen vehicle on the street. Van Nuys patrol units conducted a felony traffic stop and took the suspect into custody for 487 (d) (1) PC (GTA) without incident. The female drove her vehicle back into the complex and was detained by detectives for investigation. The female was taken into custody for outstanding warrants. The detectives found two “lico” keys on the driver’s seat of the Toyota. The keys opened the door and worked in the ignition. A parole search was conducted at the suspect’s residence, with negative results. Detectives made contact with a possible second suspect driving an Acura Integra in the driveway of the suspect’s residence. The public Vehicle identification number was missing, and the vehicle was impounded for 10751 (a) VC. Detectives recovered a piece of paper with the directions to the owner of the stolen Toyota residence. TRAP detectives are conducting the investigation. 

On 1-30-08, within four minutes of the LoJack system activating, LAPD Officers flying Air-3 picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2007 Honda CBR1000. Air-3 tracked the signal to the 2200 block of W. 29th Street where they observed one male suspect sitting on what appeared to be the stolen motorcycle.  Air-3 put out a broadcast and a Metro Unit responded to the location taking the suspect into custody. While taking the suspect into custody, they observed another suspect working on a motorcycle in the driveway. The suspect observed the officers and fled the scene. The officers observed several motorcycles in a state of dismantlement. A perimeter was set up and Burglary Auto Theft (BAD) Detectives were requested to the location. It was discovered that the location belonged to the suspect’s girlfriend and he called her while the police were there. A detective from BAD talked the suspect into surrendering. The detectives recovered six stolen motorcycles, parts from two other stolen motorcycles and two frames and engine cases with the numbers ground off. The motorcycle that the first suspect was seated on turned out to be stolen from Inglewood PD. The suspects were arrested for 10801 VC (Operating a Chop Shop) and several counts of 496 PC (Receiving stolen property. BAD Detectives are investigating the case. (This incident is Chop Shop #318 for LoJack systems So Calif.)

On 01-30-08, LAPD officers assigned Operations Valley Bureau Motel Task Force picked up the silent signal from the stolen 2007 Toyota Corolla on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties.     The officers began tracking the vehicle while requesting air and backup units. The officers drove E/B through the alley west of Newcastle Ave and Burbank Blvd, were they observed two suspects approach the stolen vehicle. The vehicle was parked in a carport of an apartment complex. Officer’s observed one of the suspects enter the stolen vehicle, and a third suspect inside of the car. One of the suspects was wearing a latex glove. Officers conducted a felony traffic stop and took the suspects into custody for 10851 VC (DWOC) without incident. The officers recovered the Toyota ignition key, additional latex gloves, burglary tools, narcotics, and counterfeit currency. LAPD CECATS Detectives are handling the investigation. 

LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO: 

On 1-6-08, officers from the Claremont PD picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2000 Honda Civic and tracked it to a closed garage in the 900 block of San Bernardino Ave, city of Pomona. They had notified Pomona PD of the location and relinquished the investigation to the Pomona officers who had arrived at the scene.  Contact was initiated with a female at the location and permission was granted to check the garage. Once the door was opened, the stolen vehicle was found inside.  A male subject was also at this location and gave officers a false name. They learned this suspect was on Parole and arrested him for giving false information to a Police Officer.  Further investigation linked this suspect to the theft of the vehicle.  Stolen property was located inside the vehicle and linked to a car burglary that occurred to the daughter of the victim on the prior night.  The owner/victim responded and drove home his vehicle. No damage was found on the vehicle and it appeared the thief used a spare key that had been removed the night before on a separate car burglary.  The male was booked PC 496 RSP as well as giving false information and a parole holed was placed. Case referred to station detectives for filing.
LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: 

On 01-23-08, at 2046 hours PST, Officers from Palm Springs, California PD began tracking the silent LoJack signal from the Tempe, Arizona PD stolen 2006 Nissan Altima, which had been taken in a residential burglary. This was just over three hours after being activated in Arizona. The initial officer initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle description (which also included a physical of the suspect in the theft), his location and signal direction. Additional Palm Springs PD, CHP and Riverside Sheriff’s Helicopter STAR-92 assisted in the tracking and locating the vehicle, which was parked, unoccupied, on the W/B I-10 Freeway in the Whitewater Area. One of the responding officers recalled seeing a male adult walking on the freeway back in the direction of the stolen vehicle. He returned to that area and made contact with the possible suspect, who identified himself as the owner of the vehicle and produced a New York driver’s license (not the smartest bunny in the forest) the picture was different. He was arrested for providing false information to a police officer and also had outstanding warrants from San Bernardino County. The victim’s ID, credit cards and cell phone were located in the vehicle. The suspect claimed that a guy named “Skip” loaned him the car in San Bernardino and he had driven it to Blythe, he was on the way back when he ran out of gas. The suspect was booked for Vehicle Theft, Possession of Stolen Property and False ID to a PO. The undamaged vehicle was towed and stored and Tempe PD Detectives will be handling the case. 


 


On 01-24-08, Officers from Murrieta PD acquired the silent LoJack signal from the 2004 Chrysler PT Cruiser, which had been reported stolen and taken during a Car Jacking in San Bernardino County. Riverside Sheriff’s Deputies from the Temecula Area also acquired the signal and tracked it to a residence in the 40000 block of Los Ranchos Circle. A male suspect was observed covering the PT Cruiser with a tarp and upon seeing the police units he entered a Ford F-250 pick-up truck, fleeing the location and driving directly at the deputies. At this point a vehicle pursuit ensued and then it was discovered that the truck was also a stolen vehicle from Murrieta PD. A “spike strip” was utilized flattening all four tires, but the suspect still continued driving. He finally fled the vehicle on foot and was apprehended a short distance away. The investigation disclosed that the suspect was a “career criminal” and a parolee. An amount of methamphetamine and cocaine, along with two loaded rifles was recovered inside the truck. A follow-up to the residence also netted another stolen trailer (all ID numbers removed), a stolen motorcycle and a vintage antique 1925 Overland, which was stolen from a local museum (no attached value at this time). Also detained was another male suspect. Due to these circumstances the County Auto Theft Taskforce (RAID) was notified and assumed the investigation. It was also discovered that the Car Jack story was false (SBCSD Investigating insurance fraud) and the female victim was unaware the vehicle was LoJack equipped. The parolee was arrested, with a possible arrest pending on the second suspect. This was classified as a Theft Ring Operation and is number 317 for LoJack of Southern California, estimated recovery at $60,000. As of this report the case is still under investigation.
LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 

On 01-02-08, an El Cajon Police Officer was on patrol when he received the silent code of a stolen 1998 MBZ ML3 just five minutes after it had been reported stolen. He tracked the signal to the 500 block of Grape St. where the vehicle was observed parked at the curb. In that this was a “fresh” stolen he contacted a Detective assigned to the Regional Auto Theft Taskforce (RATT) to proceed with the investigation. A few minutes later, a female drove by slowly that seemed to have an interest in the vehicle. She was stopped and detained and found to have some credit cards that belonged to the victim of the theft. (The keys were taken during a home burglary) Shortly after that a male was near the vehicle and when he was approached by the police he fled on foot. After a short pursuit he was captured and had the keys to the stolen MBZ in his pocket. Both suspects were arrested and booked for burglary and auto theft. The vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage. 


On 01-04-08, two San Diego Police Officers assigned to Northeastern Division were on patrol when they received the silent code of a stolen 2006 Lexus GS3. They started tracking the signal and then observed the vehicle exiting a car wash on Westview Parkway and Mira Mesa Blvd. After getting in position to make a traffic stop, they activated their emergency lights and stopped the vehicle in the 10700 block of Westview Parkway. In addition to recovering the stolen vehicle, the arrest also solved the home burglary when the keys were taken. The suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft and the car was recovered without sustaining any damage. 


On 01-16-08, a National City Police Officer was on patrol when he received the silent code of a stolen 2004 Nissan Xtera just four minutes after it had been reported to San Jose Police Department, a distance of approximately 500 miles.He tracked the signal to a location a short distance away and observed the vehicle parked on the street. Since this was a fresh stolen, a second officer responded for surveillance and the first officer resumed his patrol duties. After approximately 30 to 45 minutes, the Officer decided to check the business where the car was parked. One of the employees admitted possession of the car and that he had taken it. The driver was arrested and booked for auto theft, and the car was stored for safekeeping.


On 01-15-08, a San Diego County Sheriff Deputy was on patrol when he observed a driver driving his vehicle in a less than normal pattern. The driver was going onto Highway 78 from Woodland Parkway and the deputy followed him. Almost immediately the LoJack tracker in the patrol car came on and when the code was checked it was to the 1995 Saturn SL that he was following. The deputy turned on his emergency lights to stop the vehicle, but the driver sped off. After approximately three and one half miles, the driver spun out and was taken into custody. When the driver was arrested he was in possession of a “shaved” key.  He was later booked for auto theft and the car was stored for safe keeping.
LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: 

On 1-5-08, the victim returned home and discovered that someone had entered his garage and stolen his 2007 Suzuki GSR 750.  An Anaheim PD officer responded and obtained the theft report. While at the victims location, he notified his department who entered the stolen information into NCIC and the CA stolen vehicle system SVS.  Within minutes, the officer began picking up the silent LoJack signal from the stolen Suzuki and began tracking along with three other units equipped with LoJack tracking computers.  The officer tracked the signal to the 600 block of S. Dorchester and pinpointed the signal to a closed garage.  Assisting officers arrived and while investigation the incident, one of the suspects returned home. He was questioned and admitted to the theft. He was arrested and detained. A second suspect came to the location on his motorcycle and was identified as participating in the theft. He also was arrested without further incident.  The Suzuki was located inside the garage in an undamaged condition.  Apparently the suspects had transported the Suzuki in a pick up truck to the Dorchester location as the ignition was still locked.  The victim was notified and responded to the location. He was able to take possession of his Suzuki and drive the undamaged MC home.  The suspects were booked for PC 459 Burglary, VC 10851 DWOC and PC 487(d) Grand Theft Vehicle. 


On 1-9-08, officers from the California Highway Patrol Westminster area picked up the silent LoJack code of 2006 Honda Civic two minutes after entry into the stolen system. After identifying the vehicle via CHP dispatch, they began tracking the signal from Westminster and Willow and located the vehicle parked and unoccupied at Ash St East of Springdale, city of Westminster. A (ISU) Investigative Services Unit Investigator responded and with the assistance of patrol officers, set surveillance on the vehicle. In a short while, a suspect entered the vehicle and was in the process of tampering with ignition wiring when the officers surprised him and arrested him without further incident.

The suspect was later booked VC10851 DWOC, PC 496 RSP and PC 466 Possession of burglar tools. The vehicle was stored with minor ignition damage.  

On 1-25-08, Anaheim Police officers along with their Auto Theft Detectives set a new record for their department with the recovery of three LoJack equipped stolen vehicles with arrests within a 6 hour period.  The first recovery was the 2007 Toyota Camry taken in a burglary that was tracked by patrol units and located within minutes of activation to an alley east of Clementine south of La Palma Ave.  Auto theft detectives responded and set surveillance. Within a few minutes a suspect entered the vehicle. Officers and detectives deployed on the vehicle taking the suspect into custody with minor resistance. The suspect later admitted stealing the vehicle. The vehicle was returned to it’s owner, undamaged. The second incident occurred several hours later while detectives were processing the first recovery and arrest. A second vehicle stolen from Fullerton, a 2004 Honda CRV was tracked by the auto detectives who responded and recovered the vehicle. One Parolee who was in possession of the vehicle was arrested. The third incident occurred several hours later when Anaheim PD Air “Angel” flight officers picked up the LoJack signal of a 1998 Isuzu Trooper. Detectives set surveillance and within ½ hour, two suspects entered and were taken into custody without further incident and damage to the vehicle. These incidents are a great example of the coordinated efforts by a police department utilizing LoJack tracking with its resources on the ground, air and investigative units.  A Job well done.
LoJack of VENTURA COUNTY:  
     On 01-22-08, detectives from Oxnard Police Department picked up the silent signal from the stolen 2001 Honda Civic on their portable LoJack tracking computer, after being alerted by LoJack test message of the stolen activation in their city.  The detectives tracked the stolen vehicle to Elm Street and Saviers. The vehicle was parked on the street, and was unoccupied.  The detectives set up surveillance on the stolen vehicle, were they observed a male suspect enter the vehicle and drive away. The detectives followed the suspect and requested patrol units to assist. A high risk traffic stop was attempted. The suspect backed up, and was then trapped between two police vehicles. The suspect fled on foot, and was taken into custody, after a short foot pursuit, for 10851 VC (DWOC) and 11377 H&S (possession of methamphetamine) without further incident. The owner had left the keys in the ignition, and observed the suspect drive away in her vehicle. The suspect admitted to taking the vehicle. Detectives from the Oxnard Police Department are handling this investigation.

No notable activities in LoJack IMPERIAL COUNTY, LoJack of SANTA BARBARA and LoJack SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY: 


MEXICO RECOVERIES: During the month of January 2008, there were Thirty three (33) US LoJack equipped stolen vehicles recovered in Mexico.
