To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons

LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for February 2007, Southern California:

During the month of February there were:421 countable  “activations”. 

 (Los Angeles Co 232; Orange Co =33; San Diego Co =93; San Bernardino =27; Riverside Co =24; Ventura Co  =7 Santa Barbara Co =2; Imperial Co =1; San Luis Obispo=0 
Total number of activations since system in operation   (1990) in Southern California 31381
Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California: 281
HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF February 2007: 
LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 

On 01-27-07, officers from LAPD West Valley Division picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1995 Acura Integra on their on board LOJACK tracking computer while on routine patrol. The officers tracked the silent signal to the area of the 7900 block of Newcastle Ave, where the stolen vehicle was located. The vehicle was parked in the driveway of a private residence, covered by a car cover. Detectives from the Los Angeles County west T.R.A.P. (Taskforce for Regional Auto theft Prevention) responded to the location and set up surveillance on the vehicle. Detectives observed that the garage door was open and that three suspects were dismantling the vehicle. The engine had been removed, and was on the floor next to the vehicle. TRAP detectives requested patrol officers to respond to the location. Three suspects were taken into custody for 10801 VC (Chop Shop), without incident. Detectives also found numerous unidentifiable vehicle body and engine parts. Detectives from TRAP have classified this incident as a “Chop Shop” (#281 for LoJack systems Southern California Operations).

On 02-10-07, LAPD West Valley patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2006 Land Rover RRV, taken in a Hot Prowl Burglary, on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer, (ten minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties. The officers tracked the vehicle to the area of Ventura Blvd and Gaviota Ave. The officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop, at which time the suspect fled, and a vehicle pursue ensued. The officers lost site of the suspect when he exited the 101 freeway at Reseda Blvd. Responding officers tracked the vehicle to 18750 Oxnard Blvd, where they located the vehicle. The suspect was observed removing property from the rear of the vehicle. The suspect fled on foot, and after a short pursue, the suspect was taken into custody for 10851 VC (DWOC) without further incident. Officers found evidence of additional residential burglaries inside of the stolen vehicle. Detectives from LAPD Van Nuys Division are handling this ongoing investigation.  

On 02-14-07, LAPD Valley Traffic Division, Collision Investigation officers, picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2003 Dodge R15 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer (ten minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties. The officers picked up the signal in the area of Foothill Blvd and the 210 freeway. The officers requested an air unit and additional units to respond to their location. The officers observed the vehicle traveling W/B Hillrose Street at Nassau Ave. The suspects pulled into the parking lot of a supermarket in the area of 10400 Sunland Blvd. The officers conducted a felony traffic stop, and took the suspects into custody. The responding units advised the officers that the stolen vehicle was used in a Robbery, and that the suspects in custody matched the physical descriptions. The driver was arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC); the four passengers were arrested for 211 PC (Robbery) without incident. The owner of the vehicle was contacted and advised that the keys were let in the vehicle, which was parked at a construction site. Officers recovered a hand gun and narcotics from the vehicle. Detectives from LAPD Foothill Division are handling the investigation.     

On 2-22-07, an El Monte PD Air-44 flight officer was giving a demonstration ride to the Superintendent of Schools from Baldwin Park when he picked up the silent LoJack signal of a LASD Walnut Station stolen 1999 BMW 323 taken in a residential burglary along with another vehicle and a weapon and other property. Air-44 identified the vehicle and began tracking it to the area of the 14600 block of Via El Camino.  Baldwin Park School Police also picked up the reply code and tracked their first LoJack recovery to the location where the BMW was observed parked inside an open garage.  Officers from the Baldwin Park PD responded and assumed the investigation.  They detained several individuals and were searching for an outstanding suspect when a male exited the residence and surrendered.  The investigation enabled the officers to recover a loaded hand gun as well as bogus credit cards and drug paraphernalia. The suspect admitted he knew the vehicle was stolen and of course was on felony probation for Narcotics.  He was arrested and booked for PC 496 RSP, Felon with a gun and possession of drug paraphernalia. He also had several outstanding felony warrants. The vehicle was later stored for safe keeping and was undamaged.


On 02-27-07, LAPD North Hollywood patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1997 Jaguar XJ6 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer ( nine minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties. The officers tracked the silent signal and located the stolen vehicle in a vacant body shop in the area of the 4700 block of Lankershim Blvd. The officers obtained consent to look inside of the business where they located the stolen vehicle. The vehicle was missing the seats, and the interior had been stripped. The owner was working at a nearby location and was questioned in regards to his reported stolen vehicle. Detectives from CECATS (Auto Task Force) responded to the location to handle the investigation. It was determined that the owner had filed a false stolen vehicle report with Burbank PD. The owner had owned the vehicle for six months, and was not aware that the vehicle was LoJack equipped. This was the third time that this vehicle has been stolen and recovered with LoJack. The suspect was taken into custody for 550 b (2) PC (Insurance Fraud) without incident. Detectives from LAPD CECATS (Auto Task Force) are handling the investigation.     

LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO: 

On 02-03-07, Fontana PD Officers in the vicinity of Valley Boulevard and Palmetto acquired the silent LoJack signal from the Rancho Cucamonga Sheriff’s stolen 2006 Toyota Corolla. The signal indicated that the vehicle was east of that location and they put a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information. Additional units responded to the area and they isolated the signal to the area of Sierra and Slover Avenue’s, which is south of the I-10 Freeway. The vehicle was spotted leaving a shopping center and preceded N/B on Sierra to the E/B I-10 Freeway. One male driver and female passenger occupied the vehicle and when the officers attempted a vehicle stop the driver fled. San Bernardino Sheriff’s Helicopter “40-KING” responded and assisted in the ensuing pursuit. The suspects continued E/B on the I-10 Freeway for some distance then doubled back W/B, taking the S/B Cherry Avenue Exit. The pursuit terminated in the 14000 block of Village where both suspects fled on foot. They were apprehended following a brief struggle and arrested for Felony Evading, GTA, Possession of Stolen Property and Resisting Arrest. The undamaged vehicle was later released to the victim in the field. 


On 02-23-07, Ontario PD Flight Officers flying “Air-10” monitored a broadcast of a LoJack tracking in their city. After conducting a flight check of the aircraft, they went airborne and immediately picked up the silent LoJack signal from the Chino PD stolen 2005 Toyota Highlander. They tracked the signal S/B from the airport and located the stolen vehicle W/B on Mission Boulevard from Wineville Avenue. Responding Ontario PD ground units attempted a vehicle stop on Haven Avenue north of Mission, but the male driver accelerated and a pursuit ensued. The driver collided with two other vehicles during the pursuit (Hit and Run) finally veering into a wood fence following the second collision and coming to rest in a nursery. The suspect (a juvenile) fled on foot and was apprehended a short time later in the back yard of a residence in the 8800 block of Vinner Street, City of Rancho Cucamonga. He was ultimately identified as an in file, STEP served (street terrorism enforcement and prevention act) gang member from Hawaiian Gardens. He was also identified as a wanted suspect in the attempted murder of a LA County Sheriff’s Deputy, with gang allegations and outstanding warrants (totaling over six million dollars). He was released to the custody of LA County Sheriff’s Detectives and Ontario PD will conduct the investigation for the GTA, Possession of Stolen Property, Felony Evading, Hit and Run and additional gang allegations. The vehicle was held for prints and being processed for additional evidence.
LoJack of Riverside County:

On 02-23-07, a Riverside Sheriff’s Deputy (K-9) unit in Moreno Valley picked up the silent LoJack signal from the Riverside Sheriff’s Lake Elsinore stolen 1993 Honda Civic. Assisted by other units, they tracked the signal from the area of Heacock Avenue and Sunnymead Boulevard E/B isolating it to the 11900 block of Indian Avenue. As one unit drove by a residence in that block, following units observed a male suspect run out from between the house and vehicle and look in a N/B direction at the unit. The suspect was immediately detained along with another female suspect by the K-9 unit. Deputies also located an additional suspect inside the residence. Two other suspects fled from the house on foot and deputies received several radio calls regarding a man with a gun in the immediate area. Responding deputies recovered a handgun inside the perimeter, but the suspects managed to elude capture. Detectives from RAID (county auto-theft taskforce) and auto theft detectives from Moreno Valley also responded. The LoJack stolen Honda was being stripped and an additional RSD Perris Station stolen, a 1997 Honda Civic also stripped, was recovered parked across the street. The three suspects taken into custody were arrested for possession of stolen property and auto theft. The investigation is ongoing to determine if this will be classified a “chop shop”.
 (#282 for LoJack system So California)



On 02-25-07, within three minutes of activation, the LoJack Law Enforcement Liaison for San Bernardino County acquired the LoJack signal from the Riverside Sheriff’s Jurupa Valley stolen 2001 Honda Accord. The signal was picked up on State Highway 18 in the San Bernardino Mountains Rim Forest (approximately the 5700 foot elevation). San Bernardino Sheriff’s and PD were notified and units from San Bernardino PD also began tracking the signal. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied, in an apartment complex parking lot (secured by an electric gate) in the 100 block of West 6th Street. After setting up surveillance on the location a SANCATT Team responded and assumed the investigation. During the course of the surveillance investigators observed a 2005 Toyota Tundra truck being driven by one male adult suspect enter the parking lot. This vehicle was also a reported stolen from the same location as the Honda. However, the investigators were unable to make contact with the suspect before he entered an unknown apartment. They entered the location several hours later and interviewed several witnesses who placed the same suspect in both vehicles. Evidence recovered inside both vehicles verified this information linking him to the thefts. The suspect was identified by a gang ‘moniker’ and is a former employee of the auto auction where the vehicle was stolen. He was arrested several days later while attempting to hide in his girlfriend’s apartment. She is also an employee (security guard) of the auto auction and no evidence was obtained linking her to the thefts. The suspect admitted to the thefts and was arrested and booked on those charges. Latent prints obtained from the vehicles have been submitted for analysis.



LoJack of San Diego COUNTY:

On the evening of 1-31-07, the owner of a 2004 Suzuki GSX R-6, parked and secured his motorcycle in a parking stall at his apartment. When he woke up in the early hours on 02/01/07, he discovered the motorcycle was gone and reported it stolen.  Within 11 minutes of the vehicle being entered into the NCIC/SVS, the silent LoJack signal was picked up and tracked to a location near Carlsbad.  Detectives from the Regional Auto theft Task Force responded and staked out the location. After several hours, it was decided to store the motorcycle until its owner; a Marine who was in training could respond and pick up his undamaged motorcycle. The owner was extremely happy he had just installed a LoJack six days prior.  PROTECTING THOSE WHO PROTECT US.

On 2-4-07, the victim/owner of a 2006 Nissan Sentra stopped at an intersection while a female walked in front of his vehicle. At that point, a male suspect entered the vehicle from the opposite side armed with a knife and took control of the vehicle. The female then entered and the two suspects kidnapped the victim.  Approximately an hour later, the victim managed to escape and ran to the National City PD to report the crime. Within a few minutes, officers from Chula Vista PD had tracked and located the vehicle.  Surveillance was set, however, the vehicle managed to get away.  A short time later, an officer from the CHP Border Division picked up the signal and tracked it to a motel in the city of San Ysidro.  Investigators from the California Highway Patrol ISU were notified and responded to the area, setting up surveillance. In the early morning hours, the male suspect exited the motel room and was taken into custody without further incident. The detectives made entry into the motel room and arrested the female, recovering the vehicle keys and victim’s personal property.  Officers from the National city PD responded and assumed the investigation. The vehicle was later turned over to the victim, undamaged.

On 01-08-07, two Chula Vista Police Officers picked up the silent code of a 2003 Ford F250 that had been reported stolen on 1-06-07. They tracked the signal to the 700 block of “H” St. where they observed the vehicle connected to a 21’ box trailer. A suspect was seated in the drivers’ seat and another suspect was standing alongside the vehicle. Both suspects were interviewed and later booked for conspiracy and auto-theft with a prior. During the storage of the vehicles, it was noted that the trailer did not have any VIN, and a “hold for investigation” was placed on it. When the rear door was opened, it appeared the trailer was full of large van type chairs. Both vehicles were removed by a local towing company to be stored for safe keeping. A short time later, the towing company called the police department to report voices were heard coming from within the trailer. Officers responded to where the trailer was stored, and after removing some of the chairs, observed 16 individuals hiding in the forward portion of the trailer. US Border Patrol was called and later took charge of the people in the trailer. 



On 1-3-07, a (2007 Yamaha GS6, and a 2006 Honda CBR 1000) were stolen in Oceanside and were tracked and recovered approximately three hours later in stolen vans, 45 miles away, in Chula Vista, CA. The victim was in the process of moving to a house with a garage on the latest date of theft 2-13-07. When they returned to the apartment complex to take the motorcycles to their new residence, they found they had been stolen a second time. As it turned out, an Oceanside Police Officer observed the rider of the Honda driving in an erratic manner and attempted a traffic stop. The driver fled and abandoned the motorcycle a short distance later. It was an unreported stolen at that time. The Yamaha was entered into the stolen system, and approximately one hour later the silent signal was received by the Mexico Federal Group working with Carmart in Tijuana. The signal was tracked to a house in Tijuana, where it was located along with tools used to change the Vehicle Identification Numbers on vehicles. The Yamaha is being processed in Mexico for return to the United States.

On 2-27-07, the Border Division, California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit, was in Tijuana, BC, Mexico. They were assisting the Mexico State Judicial Officers looking for stolen vehicles using portable LoJack trackers, when they picked up the silent signal of a 2002 Multiquip Generator stolen 1-30-07. They tracked the signal for approximately one mile and located the generator sitting along the road. The Multiquip generator was towed to a recovery yard for security until the owner could reclaim the property. Approximate value, $16,000.00  
LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: 

On 2-8-07, Flight Officers from California Highway Patrol Metro Air H-58 picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1997 Ford F150 within minutes of activation. Once they identified the information and description, they began tracking the vehicle from Brookhurst St and La Palma.  Officers from the Anaheim Police Department, also LoJack equipped were alerted and joined in on the tracking. The vehicle was tracked by both agencies to the area of Lincoln Ave and Magnolia where a felony traffic stop was initiated by Anaheim Officers.  Two suspects were detained without further incident. Anaheim PD Auto Theft Detectives arrived and conducted a field investigation. The two suspects were arrested and booked. The owner of the vehicle responded to the scene and obtained the release of his undamaged Ford truck. 
LoJack of Ventura County: 




On 02-18-07, Detectives from the Oxnard Police Department were advised that a vehicle, which was reported stolen to the Ontario Police Department, had unlinked to the LoJack tower in their area. Immediately upon the detectives going on duty, they picked up the silent signal from the stolen 2007 Toyota Corolla on their portable LOJACK tracking computer. The detectives tracked the stolen vehicle to the area of Entrada Street and Calienta Way. The vehicle was parked in a driveway at a private residence, where a party was under way. The detectives, along with patrol officers, set up surveillance on the vehicle. A male suspect was observed leaving the location in the vehicle. The officers conducted a felony stop and took the suspect into custody for 10851 VC (DWOC) without incident. Investigation revealed that the owner’s son had lost the keys earlier in the day. This investigation is being conducted by detectives from the Oxnard Police Department.

On 02-26-07, Investigators from the CHP VENCATTS (Ventura County Auto Theft Task Force) picked up the silent signal from the “Car Jacked” 2004 Nissan Sentra, reported by Oxnard Police Department, on their portable LOJACK tracking computer while conducting auto theft investigations. The Investigators initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle and requested additional units to assist as they began tracking the moving signal. The vehicle was tracked to a Circle K in the City of Oxnard. Two suspects entered the vehicle, and the suspects fled from the area. The vehicle was again observed by another investigator who attempted to conduct a traffic stop. The suspects failed to stop and a vehicle pursuit ensued. The suspects’ vehicle drove into an apartment complex located in the area of Vineyard Ave and Oxnard Blvd, where it collided with a parked vehicle. All three suspects fled on foot. A perimeter was set up; one suspect was located and taken into custody for 215 PC (Car Jacking), without further incident. Two suspects remain outstanding. Robbery Detectives from Oxnard PD are conducting this on going investigation to conclusion as a Carjacking, Robbery, and Kidnapping.
MEXICO RECOVERIES: 
Fourteen (14) LoJack equipped vehicles stolen from the United States were recovered from Mexico during the month of February 07. 
