To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for February 2009, Southern California:

During the month of February there were: 407 countable  “activations”. 

 (Los Angeles Co. =253 ; Orange Co. =23 ; Riverside Co. =32 ; San Bernardino Co.  =32 ; Santa Barbara Co. =1 ; San Diego Co. =58 ; San Luis Obispo Co. =1 ; Ventura Co =4 ; Imperial Co =3 ;   

Number of activations for this calender year to date Southern California (09) =--- 

Total number of activations last calendar year = 5558

Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) Southern California =42743 

Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California =357 

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF February 2009: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 

On 1-30-09, within thirteen minutes of the LoJack system activating, LAPD flight officers  AIR-16 picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2008 Cadillac Escalade. They tracked the signal to an auto body shop in the area of Slauson Ave and 6th Ave. 77th Street Division ground officers and detectives responded to the location. Air-3 relieved Air-16 and observed a suspect driving the 2008 Cadillac. Upon their arrival, the officers and detectives went inside the location and located the 2008 Cadillac already in the process of being stripped. They also located a partially stripped 2008 GMC Truck which had been reported stolen by Inglewood PD the same day as well as an engine out of a stolen 2003 Toyota. Five suspects were arrested for 10801 VC (Operating a Chop Shop). 77th Street Detectives are investigating the case.

On 2-8-09, the owner/victim of a 2001 Toyota Tundra was accosted by two “Armed” gang members who forced him out of his truck at gun point that stole his vehicle. The victim immediately reported this incident to Alhambra PD officers who initiated the Car Jack report and had the stolen vehicle entered into NCIC activating the LoJack silent signal.  Within (8) eight minutes, LAPD Air-18 flight officers picked up the silent signal and began tracking it from the area of Avenue 35 and Verdugo Rd. Officers from LAPD N/E Division were notified and responded to the area.  The stolen vehicle was tracked and located parked at a residence located in the 2800 block of Estrada.  Officers from LAPD and Alhambra responded and set up containment and surveillance.  Within ½ hour, three males and two females entered the vehicle and started to drive off.  Assisted by LAPD Air 11 flight officers, ground officers deployed on the vehicle taking two males and two females into custody without further incident. The third male fled from the vehicle and entered a residence.  LAPD Canine responded and a search of a location was done.  The Canine located the suspect hiding in the basement and when the suspect did not respond, the Canine located the suspect and dragged him out of his hiding place. The suspect was then taken into custody without further incident. The victim was transported to the scene of the arrest and identified two of the males as the suspects who “Car Jacked” him at gun point. The suspect who had been found inside the location had just been released from jail and was an active gang member. He was booked VC 10851. Alhambra Pd booked the two identified males for PC 215 Armed Car Jack. The two females were cited for curfew violations. The vehicle was later returned to the victim undamaged. This case is pending filing of Felony charges against the suspects by the DDA of Los Angeles. 

On 2-9-09, within twenty minutes of the LoJack system activating, LASD Century Station officers picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2007 Audi A4. They tracked the signal to the backyard of a residence located in the 2100 block of 133rd Street. They observed one male suspect working on the stolen vehicle. One deputy went to the front of the location and obtained permission from the owner to search the yard. While walking to the rear yard, the deputy observed fifteen mature marijuana plants growing in the hallway of the residence. The deputies’ investigation found the female owner of the residence admitted stealing the vehicle and driving it to the residence to be stripped by the male suspect the deputy had in custody. The doors and seats had already been removed from the vehicle. The female owner of the property gave the deputies the information about her husband who wasn’t presently at the location, but claimed he was growing the marijuana. The vehicle was recovered and the marijuana was seized. The male and female suspects were arrested for 487 (D) PC (Grand Theft Auto) and 11358 H&S (Cultivation of Marijuana). Century Station Detectives are conducting the investigation.   
On 2-11-09, LAPD Air-10 flight officers were on patrol when they picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1996 Saturn LS reported minutes earlier by Hollenbeck Division.  At the same time, officers from Hollenbeck also picked up the signal.  Air 10 tracked and located the vehicle as it rolled to a stop at Griffin and Ave 32 where they observed the driver exit and begin to walk away.  The ground unit arrived and detained the suspect without further incident.  After an interview, the suspect admitted to stealing the vehicle with a “shaved key” which was found in his possession.  The suspect was booked PC487(d) GTA pending a felony complaint by the LA DDA. The vehicle was later released to the owner undamaged.

On 2-15-09, officers from the LAPD N/E Division picked up the silent LoJack code of a stolen 1999 Chevrolet Suburban minutes after entry of the stolen information into NCIC. At the same time LAPD Air-11 flight officers picked up the same signal and directed the officers to the area of Division and San Fernando Rd..  Air 11 left the area to assist on another call in Hollenbeck Division while the ground unit continued tracking. They observed the vehicle being driven N/B Division towards Cleland Ave.  The ground unit made a U-turn and after confirming the stolen info, contacted the driver as he stopped in the 4500 block of Cleland Ave and detained the driver.  A short field investigation resulted in a glass pipe being discovered during a search of the vehicle. The suspect was later taken to N/E Division and booked VC 10851 DWOC and H&S 11377 possession of a controlled substance as well as paraphernalia. The vehicle was later returned to the owner, undamaged.

On 2-16-09, within four minutes of the LoJack system activating, Officers assigned to LAPD Olympic Division picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2005 Nissan Frontier. They requested LAPD Air-11 to assist in tracking. Within minutes, Air-11 had located the stolen vehicle and was vectoring in the ground unit. The ground officers observed one male suspect driving the stolen vehicle at Normandie Ave. and Melrose Ave. They conducted a high risk traffic stop taking the suspect into custody. Their investigation found the suspect had stolen his uncle’s vehicle in order to take his girlfriend out on a date. The suspect was a juvenile and was arrested for 602 WIC 10851 VC (Driving without Owners Consent). The case is being investigated by Olympic Station Juvenile Detectives.

On 2-20-09, officers from the West Covina PD picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2007 Nissan Quest while in the area of Puente Ave and Lark Ellen. After identifying the vehicle via dispatch, they notified area units and began a further search. The officers contacted Pasadena PD Air-PD1 who responded to the area.  PD-1 flight officers were able to pinpoint the vehicle and located it parked in a read yard of a private residence.  Officers contacted a resident who told them that a relative had brought the vehicle to the location.  The suspect was driven to the residence by another relative and when he saw the ground units, he panicked and had the person drop him off at a local market.  The officers were informed of what had happened and began a search of the area locating the suspect.  The suspect was taken into custody without further incident and later admitted driving the vehicle to the location. He was booked VC 10851 DWOC and the vehicle was stored for safe keeping and was undamaged.


LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: 

On 02-03-09, following a fraud investigation into the purchase of a 2007 Toyota Yaris, which took almost a year, CHP Inland Division Investigative Services Unit (ISU) were notified by Toyota Financial Services of the theft and the suspect information. They were also informed that the suspect purchased a LoJack system at the time of purchase. Within twenty minutes of being activated, Costa Mesa PD helicopter air “EAGLE” started tracking the LoJack homing signal in the City of Santa Ana. “EAGLE” Flight Officers tracked the signal to Main Street and Warner Avenue where responding ground units from Santa Ana PD, Orange County Park Rangers and CHP Santa Ana conducted a felony vehicle stop taking the male adult suspect into custody without incident. The suspect was transported to the CHP Santa Ana Area Station, where ISU Inland Division Investigators took over the investigation. The suspect was also wanted on a “No Bail” Felony Warrant for (you guessed it) Auto Theft and Fraud. He was arrested on the warrant and the current Auto Theft and Fraud charges. When asked if he knew it was wrong to use the identity of someone else to make the purchases he stated, “Yes he did”. He was also asked why would he bought a LoJack Stolen Vehicle System for a vehicle he was basically stealing, he stated “the dealer made me buy it”. Oh darn, and another one bites the dust. “Get it back with LoJack”  
On 2-4-09, the owner of a 1999 Honda Accord reported their vehicle stolen to the Santa Ana PD. Within 3 minutes after entry, this 10 year old Honda that had been equipped with LoJack in 1999 activated and was being tracked by Anaheim PD officers. Within minutes the vehicle was located parked in a driveway in the 2100 block of West Forest St, city of Anaheim.  Surveillance was established by an Auto Detective and within one hour, a male and female accompanied by one child entered the vehicle and drove off.  A felony traffic stop was initiated and the occupants detained.  It was learned during the investigation that the driver possessed three fraudulent documents. He was arrested and booked on felony accounts of possessing the items. The vehicle investigation will be handled by Santa Ana Detectives.  The other occupants in the vehicle were released at the scene.

On 02-07-09, an Orange County Sheriff’s Deputy assigned to the San Clemente station was on patrol when he received the silent signal from a stolen 2004 MBZ. He started tracking the signal and located the vehicle unoccupied at Monterey St. and Rosa St. He and other deputies set up surveillance and within a few minutes two men approached the car and were taken into custody. One suspect fit the description of the suspect that had taken the keys to the car from a dealership in Redondo Beach. Both suspects were booked for auto theft and had parole holds placed on them. The car was recovered without sustaining any damage.  

On 2-22-09, officers from the Santa Ana PD picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2008 Toyota Tacoma that had been reported earlier to their agency. Officers responded to the area of Bristol St and Mac Arthur Ave and began tracking the signal. Another patrol vehicle equipped with LoJack also picked up the signal and tracked it to the area of Greenville St and Glenwood Pl where the stolen Toyota drove past the officers in the opposite direction. The officers turned around and began following the vehicle. When sufficient back-up arrived, a felony traffic stop was initiated and the vehicle came to a stop without further incident.  Officers deployed on the vehicle taking one male adult and two Juveniles into custody.  It was later determined that all three were active “Gang” members belonging to “Townsend Street “gang.  The driver gave a story that he rented the vehicle from the victim and figured it had been reported stolen because he did not bring it back.  He was booked into the County Jail with 4 felony charges pending. The Juveniles were given an ID booking and released to their parents pending felony charged. The vehicle was later returned to the owner, undamaged. Case was referred to Auto Theft Detectives for further investigation and filing of charges.                                        

LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: 

On 02-10-09, just eight minutes after being activated, Riverside Sheriff’s Flight Deputies flying helicopter STAR-94, picked up the silent LoJack homing signal from the 2001 Honda Accord, which had been reported stolen to the Anaheim Police Department. STAR-94 tracked the signal to a residence located in an area known as “Woodcrest”. They then observed a male adult enter the stolen vehicle and drive off. The flight deputies advised the responding ground units of the suspect’s direction of travel and location. The suspect then drove back to the residence where he was detained by responding ground units. During the investigation it was determined the suspect was on parole and a “parole search” was conducted of the residence. In his story, he said that his “girlfriend” (victim) had been staying there at the residence, but had left, leaving the car there. Believing there was much more to the story he was arrested for Auto Theft, Parole Violation and Possession of Stolen Property and released to Anaheim PD Auto Theft Detective, who will handle the investigation.    

On 02-13-09, within thirty minutes of being activated, CHP Riverside Area units picked up the silent LoJack homing signal from a 2000 Honda Civic, which had been reported stolen to the Riverside Police Department. CHP Inland Division Investigators assigned to (ISU) Investigative Services Unit also monitored the radio broadcast of the LoJack tracking and responded toward the general area. Marked units from Riverside Area located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied, on Overland Street just north of Garfield Street, in the City of Riverside. The unmarked ISU units established surveillance on the stolen vehicle and assumed the investigation. Within the hour the investigators observed a Dodge Neon pull up and park in front of the Honda. A male adult then got out of the Neon and entered stolen Honda. He then made a U-turn and drove off at a high rate of speed passing the officers, who began following the suspect. The suspect continued to drive in an erratic manner, speeding, running stop signs, making abrupt stops then accelerating at high rates of speed. This continued for some distance until responding marked units got into the area, at which time the suspect skidded to a stop at Garfield and Castleman Streets. He fled the vehicle on foot, but didn’t get far, as the responding ISU Investigators apprehended him at the intersection. The suspect was arrested and charged with Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property and Reckless Driving.  The undamaged vehicle was towed and stored.  

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 

On 02-06-09, two San Diego County Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to the Lemon Grove station, were on patrol at Central Ave. and Lemon Grove Ave. when they received the silent signal from a stolen 2003 BMW 530. They tracked the signal and ultimately found the vehicle in the 8400 block of Mount Vernon. Surveillance was initiated with the assistance of several other deputies. Two suspects were observed coming from a house to the car and back to the house. The suspects were later detained and questioned as to their involvement with the vehicle. One suspect said a friend had given him the key to the car. When the suspect was advised the friend was also at the station and the deputies were going to confirm his alibi, he recanted his story. He admitted to seeing the car unlocked and found the valet key in the car. Further, that the key was in the toilet tank at the house where he had been detained. Deputies returned to the house and in addition to the key in the toilet tank found several stolen credit cards. The suspect was booked for auto theft and the car was returned to its rightful owner. 

On 02-11-09, two San Diego County Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to the Santee station were on patrol near Woodside Ave. and Marilla Dr. when they received the silent signal from a stolen 2003 Ford Explorer. They started tracking the signal northbound on Highway 67 and at Willow road observed the vehicle in a fast food establishment with a male suspect walking away. Contact was made with the male where he had tried to hide behind a dumpster. While the first suspect was being taken to the patrol car, a second suspect came from around the corner of the building. He was also detained and questioned as to his involvement with the stolen car. After some dialogue, it was established the second suspect had stolen the vehicle but the first suspect had been driving the car. Drug paraphernalia was found on both suspects and both appeared to be under the influence of a controlled substance. Both suspects were arrested for their violations and the car was later returned to the rightful owner without sustaining any damage. 

MEXICO RECOVERIES: Mexico authorities recovered sixteen (16) US stolen vehicles during the month of February 2009.

On 2-13-09 Baja State Police in Tijuana, with assistance from Carmart, picked up the silent signal from a motorcycle that had been reported stolen to San Diego Police a few hours earlier in the morning. They tracked the signal and located the motorcycle sitting alongside the road east of the Otay Mesa area. 

Approximately an hour later, they picked up the signal to a 1996 Dodge pick-up that had also been reported stolen to San Diego Police earlier in the day. They tracked the signal and observed the suspect washing the vehicle in front of his house in Tijuana. Inside the house was another vehicle, a 2001 Ford F350 that had been reported stolen to San Diego Police on 2-11-09. That suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft, and the vehicles were stored to be returned to the United States at a later date.

In the afternoon the officers picked up the signal from a 2003 BMW that had been reported stolen to Riverside Sheriff on 1-28-09. As it turned out, the Mexico Federalies had tracked and recovered this vehicle on 1-29-09 and it was just being moved to a processing area to be returned to the United States.

On this same date, the Federalies in Reynosa, Mexico recovered a 1999 Chevrolet Tahoe and a 2007 Hummer that had been reported stolen in Texas. 

