To:

ALL LOJACK/SVRN Coordinators

From:

Ted Saraf, Law Enforcement Liaison

LoJack Corporation – So. California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for April 2003, Southern California:

During the month of April, there were 247 countable" activations”

(Los Angeles Co 137=San Diego Co =44; Orange Co =22; San Bernardino = 27; Riverside Co =14; Ventura Co =2-; Imperial Co=1).

Number of activations for this calender year to date So CA (2003)= 948
Total number of activations last calender year = 2634
Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) So. CA=14548
Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system So. CA= 175

Northern California

Total number of activations since system in operation 3/2000 No. CA=675

During the month of April there were (34) No. California countable “activations”

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF April 2003:

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: A Detective from the LAPD 77th St Division Auto Theft Division was assigned to a Grand Theft Auto Fraud case involving a false name given to a used car dealer to purchase a 1998 Land Rover. This occurred on 1-18-03 by a female suspect who had used another name other than her own and a social security number belonging to a 5 year old child. The vehicle was reported stolen on 1-30-03 and later recovered. The detective developed other information that the same suspect had purchased by fraud, a 1999 Chevrolet Suburban. That vehicle was entered as stolen on 4-3-03.   Within minutes of activation, an officer from the California Highway Patrol W. LA Area, picked up the silent signal of the stolen Chevrolet Suburban and tracked it to the LAPD Pacific Division in the 5900 block of S. Holt St and observed it parked in a driveway of that residence. CHP dispatch notified the LAPD Pacific Division and the detective who gave the description and real name of the suspect. The officers made contact with a female and when they positively identified her, took her into custody without further incident.  The suspect was transported to the 77th St Division and was contacted by the detectives.  After receiving her rights, and waiving them, the suspect admitted to the fraudulent purchase of both vehicles. She was then booked for PC 487(d) GTA.  Subsequent investigation by the detective has resulted in identifying a total of four (4) additional vehicles obtained by fraudulent means, and seven (7) other attempts to purchase vehicles by fraudulent means. In addition to the fraud purchased, the detective discovered that the suspect had also been involved in the fraudulent purchase of two homes. The DDA has filed numerous Grand Theft and Embezzlement charges against the suspect. Detectives have classified this incident as a "Theft Ring”.  #172 for LoJack system.
LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: On 04-04-03, officers from San Diego PD Southeastern Division were on patrol when they picked up the silent code of a stolen 1999 Acura Integra. They tracked the vehicle to the driveway of a residence and observed two subjects removing the tires and wheels from the stolen Acura. After placing the suspects under arrest for auto theft, they noted that there were several vehicle parts from other vehicles in the immediate area. At that point they notified the Regional Auto Theft Task Force RATT for assistance. With the assistance of RATT, the investigation revealed that the residence was a “chop shop”. The suspects were booked for appropriate charges, and the vehicle was returned to its owner with minimal damage. RATT Detectives have classified this incident as a “Chop Shop (#174” for LoJack Southern California operations.)

LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: On 4-10-03, Airborne Law Enforcement “Eagle-1” flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 1995 Honda Accord while in the area of the 5 Freeway and 17th St in Santa Ana. After obtaining the description of the vehicle and broadcasting it to Santa Ana units, they began tracking the moving vehicle.  Monitoring the radio broadcast was a Santa Ana Animal Control unit. As the description came out, the animal control officers observed the stolen Honda pass them at which time, the officers began following the vehicle radioing the direction of travel. “Eagle-1” overhead, monitored the dispatch information and coordinated with ground units until officers arrived to effect a felony traffic stop in the 300 block of Stevens.  Three male suspects surrendered without incident as the units effected the stop. All suspects were booked VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was later impounded and undamaged.

LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY: On 04-17-03 Fontana Pd Officers acquired the activation from the Montclair PD stolen 1991 Nissan Sentra. The officers initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and their location. Requesting additional units to assist they began tracking the signal which had already “localized”. They “pinpointed” the signal to a residence in the 14000 block of Iris Street, where they observed the stolen vehicle in the rear yard. Four male adult suspects were also in the rear yard and were detained. The officers also observed other vehicles at the location, one of which was up on blocks and the engine in the process of being removed. This vehicle, a 1992 Ford Mustang, was a Pomona PD stolen. Feeling that they had uncovered a “Chop Shop”, SBSO SANCATTS were notified, responded and assumed the investigation. Detectives also recovered an unknown year Nissan Sentra, which contained wheels from another vehicle, the registration from a 1996 Honda Accord (also a Pomona PD stolen) and a complete stereo system. The owner of the stereo system later made a positive identification on the property. This was classified as a “Chop Shop Operation” and three of the suspect’s were arrested for 10801 CVC (operating a “Chop Shop). The forth, a visitor, was released following questioning. All of the vehicles and property were impounded, with the investigation continuing. This is “Chop Shop” number 175 for the LoJack system.
LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: On 04-12-03, California Highway Patrol “Air 63” flying out of Thermal, was in the Temecula area when they picked up the silent code of a stolen 1997 Ford Ranger pick-up. “Air 63” advised ground units of the location of the stolen vehicle, however it became mobile prior to their arrival. Additionally, ground units were advised there were two suspects in the vehicle and that they had been observed changing the rear license. Ground units quickly overtook the stolen vehicle and effected a felony stop. The suspects, unaware of the “bear in the sky”, admitted to borrowing the Ford Ranger. However, they denied any knowledge of the license plate having been changed. The suspects were arrested/booked for auto-theft and the vehicle was recovered with minimal damage.

LoJack of IMPERIAL COUNTY: On 4-28-03, a 2001 Chevrolet Suburban was reported stolen. This vehicle belonged to a high ranking official in San Diego County. Through LOJACK computers, within two hours it was established the vehicle was in Tijuana, Mexico. The California Highway Patrol Mexican Liaison unit was apprised of the location and responded to Tijuana, but was unable to locate the vehicle as it had left the city to an unknown direction. On 04-28-03, again through LOJACK computers, it was learned that the vehicle had moved approximately 120 miles to Mexicali, Mexico. By the time a CHP Mexican Liaison Investigator could get to Mexicali, the vehicle had moved again. On 04-28-03, approximately 1820 hrs, a deputy from the Imperial County Sheriff’s Office was on patrol in the Palos Verde area when she picked up the silent code of the stolen 2001 Chevrolet Suburban. She was approximately one mile from Highway #78, but being familiar with the area felt the vehicle was traveling northbound on Hwy. #78.  As she arrived at Hwy. #78, she observed the vehicle traveling through the intersection with several occupants inside. For “Officer Safety”, she called for back up prior to stopping the vehicle. When the stolen vehicle was stopped, it was found to contain 26 undocumented aliens who were turned over to U.S. Border Patrol. The vehicle was recovered and towed having sustained minimal damage.

LoJack of VENTURA COUNTY: No notable activities in the Month of April 03

MEXICO RECOVERIES: The California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit recovered seven (7) LoJack equipped stolen vehicle from Mexico during the month of April 2003.

Agencies posting custody incidents at termination of tracking were as follows: On 04-01-03 C.H.P. officers assigned to the Indio Area Station, responded to the area of the I-10 Freeway and Golf Center Parkway, to meet with Deputies from Riverside County Sheriff’s Indio Station with a LoJack Hit. The units picked up the signal from the stolen 2003 Peterbuilt Tractor Trailer, reported earlier by Montebello PD. The units tracked and isolated the signal to S/B State Route 86, in the City of Coachella, where they observed the stolen rig at Avenue 50. One male adult suspect occupied the vehicle. The units conducted a “high-risk” felony vehicle stop; just south of Avenue 50, taking the suspect was taken into without incident.    The CHP Officers conducted the investigation and the suspect was arrested and booked for vehicle theft, receiving stolen property and possession of narcotics. The truck was impounded with no damage.

On 04-03-03, LAPD-“Air 3” flight officers picked up the silent signal from a stolen 2002 Ford Explorer on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. “Air 3” tracked the silent signal to the downtown area and requested ground units. LAPD Newton Division officers responded and observed the stolen vehicle with two occupants traveling E/B on 7th Street at Main Street. The officers conducted a traffic stop and arrested the driver for 10851 DWOC without incident. LAPD Newton Gang Detectives are handling the investigation.

On 04-05-03 a Riverside County Sheriff’s Deputy assigned to the Lake Elsinore Station, acquired the activation on the San Diego PD stolen 2002 Acura RSX (sport utility vehicle), while traveling S/B on I-15 approaching Railroad Canyon Road. Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, his location and signal direction, he requested additional units to assist. The deputy tracked and located the vehicle parked in the driveway of a residence in the Fedco Hills Area. While conducting an interview with an elderly lady inside the house, her son arrived in another vehicle. The woman had indicated that her son had brought the vehicle there, and he denied this, stating that a friend had. The deputy also observed that the son (suspect) had another Acura parked in front of the stolen vehicle. He was arrested for auto theft and receiving stolen property. During the investigation this suspect gave the deputy the “moniker” of the friend and his cell phone number. He was called, but hung up on the deputy. Subsequent to this, the deputy did make contact with the additional suspect, who agreed to meet the deputy the following night a pre selected location. Following this meeting the suspect was also taken into custody for the same charges. The vehicle was impounded with the key without damage.

On 04-05-03, LAPD Southeast Patrol officers picked up a silent signal from a stolen 2003 Nissan Altima on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The unit tracked the silent signal to the area of 145 West 108th Street and observed one male suspect inside the stolen vehicle. The officers conducted a traffic stop and arrested the suspect for 10851 VC DWOC without incident. LAPD Southeast Detectives are handling the investigation.

On 04-07-03 Riverside Sheriff’s Department assigned to Perris station, acquired the activation U.C. Riverside PD stolen 1999 Acura Integra. The deputies were in the vicinity of Old Elsinore Road and Palm, in the Mead Valley area. Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and the signal direction, they requested additional units, including air support assistance from CHP Thermal Air Operations. CHP flight officers working in “H-60” responded to the area and also acquired the activation. “H-60” tracked and isolated the signal into the unincorporated area of Riverside County, where they “pinpointed” the signal to a residence in the 2000 block of Clark Street. They observed a partially covered vehicle behind a mobile home and directed responding deputies to the location. Four male suspects were also observed inside the location (rear yard). The deputies detained the four suspects, two of which were juveniles. The suspects were in the process of stripping this vehicle and placing the parts into two additional vehicles, which were parked in the yard. RAID Auto Theft Taskforce Detectives were notified and assumed the investigation and classified the location as a “Chop Shop”. The suspects were all arrested for altering vehicle for chop shop operation. This is “Chop Shop” number 173 for the LoJack system.

On 4-7-03, deputies from the LASD Lancaster Station picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1997 Chevrolet Astro Van while nearing the area of 35th St West of Avenue L. After confirming the information and description, they began tracking the signal and observed the vehicle moving S/B on 35th St. The vehicle turned E/B on Avenue L and headed toward the 14 Freeway.  When sufficient units arrived to assist, a felony traffic stop was initiated as the vehicle entered the freeway. Two females were taken into custody and later booked for VC 10851 and other related felony charges. The vehicle was later released to its owner, undamaged. Case referred to station auto theft detectives for follow-up/filing.

On 4-7-03, Huntington Park PD patrol units picked up the silent code of a 1994 Pontiac Grand AM that had been “Car Jacked” earlier in the AM hrs. After confirming the description, they tracked and located the vehicle to the 7300 block where it was observed parked and unoccupied in a motel parking lot. Apparently the victim had responded to the location and was talking to the officers when a white Cadillac pulled up. One of the males exited the vehicle and was tentatively identified as a possible suspect. Deputies from the Century Station arrived and assumed the investigation. A follow up investigation led the deputies to one of the rental units where they made contact with the actual suspect. He was positively identified by the victim and was arrested.  The suspect was taken to the Century Station and booked PC 215 Car Jack. The victim told the deputies he did not know he had LoJack as he had purchased the vehicle as a used vehicle. Case referred to station detectives for filing.


On 04-08-03 a Detective assigned to the San Bernardino County Autotheft Taskforce (SANCATT), acquired the signal from the 1997 Toyota Camry, reported stolen by San Bernardino PD. The Detective was leaving the station at 8th and “E” Street’s, when he acquired the activation and began tracking the signal in a S/E direction, requesting additional units to assist. He isolated the signal to 5th Street and Arrowhead Avenue, where he located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, in a “reserved” parking stall, at the county building. He and the assisting units set up surveillance and within five minutes a male adult approached and entered the vehicle. A female adult followed and entered the passenger side. The driver started the vehicle and began backing out of the apace. 
The units deployed taking the suspects into custody without incident. It was determined that the driver was on parole for GTA and the female had just appeared in court on auto theft charges. She was also on felony probation for prior GTA arrests. The driver admitted to the theft and was arrested and filed on for auto theft and parole violation. The female was arrested for auto theft however; the District Attorney filed felony probation violation charges, as she was a passenger. The vehicle was towed and stored undamaged.

On 04-12-03, LAPD Rampart patrol officers picked up the silent signal from a stolen  2000 Toyota 4 Runner, 15 minutes after the activation, on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer routine patrol duties. The patrol officers broadcasted the stolen information to other units in the area. Rampart units assisted by “Air 8” tracked the silent signal to a parking lot located in the 1300 Block of 6th Street. Two male suspects occupied the stolen Toyota.  Officers arrested the suspects for 10851 VC DWOC, without incident. The supervisor at the scene observed another vehicle being driven into the lot and then parked in the same spot as the original stolen. That vehicle, a Nissan Sentra was also a reported stolen. The officers located a third vehicle, belonging to Enterprise Car Rental, which was an unreported stolen, also parked in the lot. Rampart units recovered the two other stolen vehicles. Rampart Detectives are conducting the follow up investigation.

On 04-13-03, a San Diego PD Western Division officer was on patrol when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1992 Toyota Celica, just nine minutes after it was entered into the stolen vehicle system. Other officers then joined him in tracking the stolen vehicle.
After tracking the vehicle for a few minutes, the location was narrowed down to a closed garage in the 4300 block of Oregon Street. Further tracking led to a specific garage, where upon a vehicle matching the description of the stolen could be seen through a crack in the door. At this point a telephonic search warrant was obtained. With the search warrant, the officers were able to gain entry into the garage and recovery the car. The officers also found car parts from the stolen vehicle in the residence connected to the garage. Through interviewing witnesses, an arrest warrant has been issued for the suspect. The vehicle was recovered and stored having sustained minimal damage.

On 04-14-03 a Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Deputy assigned to Century Station, picked up the silent signal from the LAPD Newton Division stolen 1991 Toyota Camry, in the vicinity of Imperial Highway and State Street, City of Lynwood. He initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and requested additional units to assist. A detective assigned to the night watch detective desk, monitored this broadcast and responded from the station in another LoJack equipped police vehicle. The two units coordinated the tracking of the stolen vehicle, isolating the signal to the 11000 block of Long Beach Boulevard. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied, in the parking lot of a motel. The deputies observed several people lingering in and around the vehicle and decided to establish surveillance on the location. Approximately two hours later, they observed a male adult loitering in the lot and looking around. He ultimately entered the vehicle and the units deployed, taking him into custody without incident. They felt by doing this it would minimize the possibility of a pursuit. They recovered additional “shaved keys” in his possession. He was arrested for possession of stolen property and the vehicle was stored with no damage.


On 04-16-03, officers from San Diego PD Southeastern Division were on patrol when they picked up the silent code of a stolen 1997 Honda Accord just six minutes after it had been reported stolen. They tracked the signal and found the vehicle parked in front of a residence in the 2700 block of Manus Av.  When the vehicle was located, there was a male and female in the passenger compartment. Follow up investigation led to the investigation of another subject for drug related charges. As a result of the tracking, two suspects were arrested for auto theft and one for possession of illegal drugs. The vehicle was returned to the owner without sustaining any damage. 
On 04-16-03, an LASO Lakewood Sub-Station Patrol deputy picked up the silent signal from a stolen 1995 Honda Civic, 15 minutes after the activation, on his on-board LOJACK tracking computer while leaving the Sub-Station. The patrol deputy broadcasted the stolen information to other units in the area. LASO units tracked the silent signal to a park located at Orange Ave and Century Blvd. The deputies set up surveillance on the stolen Honda. A short time later, the deputies observed four male suspects enter the vehicle and leave the park. The deputies conducted a traffic stop at Pacific Ave and the 105 Freeway taking the driver into custody for 10851 VC DWOC, along with two passengers for violation of Felony Probation (10851 VC DWOC), without incident. LASO Detectives are handling the investigation.

On 04-16-03, LAPD Foothill Patrol officers who had taken the stolen vehicle report from the victim picked up the silent signal of the stolen 1999 Chevrolet Malibu their on-board LOJACK tracking computer and began tracking the vehicle while broadcasting the stolen information to other units in the area. LAPD units tracked the silent signal to a residence located in the area of Gaynor Street and Lahey Street. At the same time, the officers monitored a radio call of a Residential Burglary at the same location as the stolen vehicle.  The officers, along with LAPD Devonshire units, set up surveillance on the stolen Chevrolet. Officers observed two male suspects exit the house and approach the stolen vehicle. The two suspects were taken into custody for 459 PC Burglary without incident. The keys from the stolen vehicle were recovered from one of the suspects. Both suspects were in possession of stolen property from the Residential Burglary. LAPD Foothill Gang Detectives are conducting the investigation.

On 04-16-03, San Diego PD Commercial Division was put in contact with a representative of a construction company, who was reporting a 60,000 KW generator stolen. The representative said that the equipment had been in a secured lot, and overnight unknown person/persons had broken the lock and stolen the equipment. He was also advised the equipment had LOJACK installed on it. Approximately four hours later, a Commercial Officer picked up the silent signal being emitted from the equipment. She tracked the signal to a “U-store” type of business, but soon realized the equipment was in one of the many closed garages. She systematically checked the garages with her LOJACK tracker and determined which garage was concealing the equipment. After locating the stolen generator, the construction company was called and retrieved their equipment. The value of the generator is approximately $60,000.00. The investigation is continuing based on evidence found at the scene.

On 4-19-03, Orange County Sheriff’s Air-“DUKE” flight deputies picked up the silent code of a 1999 GMC Safari Van which had been taken from the victim at “gun point”. They noticed it was moving S/B on the 55 Freeway near the 91 Freeway. The located the vehicle and observed it get off on 17th St, then re-enter N/B on the 55 Freeway. Santa Ana PD patrol units caught up the vehicle at Dyer and the 55 Freeway and when they actuated their red lights, the suspect fled initiating a high speed pursuit lasting 40 minutes. Air-“DUKE” followed the vehicle during this time indicating that speeds reached over 100 MPH at various times. The suspect then exited the vehicle onto surface streets continuing to flee and finally stopped his vehicle in a parking lot located in the 1900 block of Newport Blvd and bailed on foot. The suspect fled into a storm drain.  Ground units from Santa Ana PD, Tustin PD and Orange County Sheriff’s sealed off the area and began searching the storm drain with Canine. The suspect was apprehended shortly and found with a loaded handgun. The suspect was taken into custody without further incident and booked for PC 215 Armed Car Jack as well as other felony crimes. The victim’s vehicle was later released undamaged.

On 4-21-03, within 21 minutes of activation, officers from the LAPD Southeast Division picked up the silent code of a “Car Jacked” 2002 Chevrolet Camaro as they neared Central Ave and 108th St. After obtaining a description of the vehicle and broadcasting their information, they continued tracking and located the vehicle parked on the street, unoccupied, at Clovis Ave and 102nd St. The officers set surveillance and obtained further information on the description of suspect and method of Car Jack. They learned the suspect had hit the victim on the head several with a hammer several times prior to taking the vehicle. About 20 minutes later, a male adult matching the description approached the vehicle and entered. At that point, the officers deployed on the vehicle taking the suspect into custody without further incident. The suspect was taken to the LAPD S/E Station where it was learned that he was currently on felony probation for vehicle theft and was booked PC 215 Car Jack. The vehicle was released to the victim at the scene, undamaged.


On 04-24-03 Long Beach PD Detectives assigned to the “Gang Unit”, picked up the signal from the Santa Ana PD stolen 1996 Pontiac Grand AM, in the vicinity of 2nd Street and Pacific Coast Highway. Assisted by other units they tracked and located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied, in a business parking lot at 7th Street and Pacific Coast Highway. Surveillance was established and within a short time a male and female adult entered the vehicle. With the male driving, the suspects backed out and drove off W/B 7th Street to N/B Los Altos. The units deployed and conducted a felony vehicle stop, taking both suspects into custody without incident. The driver, who is also a parolee, was arrested for Grand Theft Auto, Receiving Stolen Property, Parole Violation, Possession of Narcotic Paraphernalia and Possession of a Controlled Substance, found in another pair of shoes, which fit the suspect. Also recovered in the vehicle were a passport, credit cards (not belonging to either suspect) and a digital scale. The female was released following questioning and the vehicle was impounded with no damage.

On 04-24-03, a San Bernardino County Sheriff’s Deputy was dispatched to handle a “GTA just occurred” radio call, regarding the theft of a 2002 Dodge Ram Van (which was LoJack equipped). The deputy responded in a LoJack equipped police unit and took the report, which included the description of a “named suspect” and waited for the activation. The deputy picked up the signal, upon activation, in the 5900 block of Riverside Avenue.  Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and signal direction, he requested additional units to assist in the tracking. The signal was tracked approximately two miles and isolated to the 5600 block of Country Club Drive. The deputy observed the stolen vehicle parked with several individuals standing around the car, one of which matched the description of the “named suspect”. The investigation disclosed that this was indeed the “named suspect”. He was arrested and booked for Grand Theft Auto and the vehicle was released, undamaged, to the victim in the field.

On 4-25-03, an LASD Carson deputy picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1998 Acura Integra in the area of the 110 Harbor Freeway and Sepulveda Blvd. Noticing the arrow on his monitor had changed directions from North to South, indicated to the deputy that the vehicle was on the Freeway S/B and had just passed his location. He then broadcasted the information and direction of travel and continued following the signal. Auto theft detectives from the Carson Station monitored the call and obtained another LoJack equipped vehicle responding to the directions given by the deputy. The vehicle was tracked and located by both units and found in a parking lot of a business, unoccupied in the 24600 block of S. Main St. The detectives and deputy entered the business and asked if anyone knew who had just driven up. They were told an employee named “Louie” had just driven up. The deputies asked to have Louie paged. When the suspect entered the front office, he was taken into custody without further incident. He asked the deputies how they found him so quick and was informed LoJack.  He then asked” does it really work?” The deputies answered, “why do you think we are here.”  The suspect was taken to the Carson Station and booked for vehicle theft. He admitted to stealing the vehicle because he needed to get to work and did not have transportation. The vehicle was later stored and released to the owner with only ignition damage.


On 4-25-03, California Highway Patrol Metro Air-Southern Division H-50 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 1992 Toyota Celica while in the area of Puente Ave and the 10 Freeway. After obtaining a description of the vehicle from LACC dispatchers, they continued tracking the silent signal notifying ground units of their progress. They then observed the vehicle parked on Jeanette south of Merced in Baldwin park. They then observed a male adult walk up to the vehicle, look up and walk around the vehicle. Air “H-50” left the area for a moment and returned in time to see the same suspect opening the vehicle doors and trunk with keys. Ground units from the Baldwin Pk CHP were directed in and observed the suspect at the vehicle. The suspect was taken into custody without further incident and later booked at the LASD Industry Station for PC 215 (a) Car Jack) and VC 10851 DWOC.  
Case referred to San Gabriel PD for follow up.


On 04-25-03 A Riverside County Sheriff’s unit picked up the signal from the stolen 1998 Mercury Mountaineer reported by their agency out of Jurupa Valley. They were in the City of Riverside when they acquired the activation and initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and signal direction. Unable to track the vehicle, as they were en-route to another call, they requested Riverside PD assistance. Riverside PD units responded to the general area where the signal was acquired and an officer assigned to the School Resources Unit located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, in an apartment complex parking lot. Detectives assigned to the Autotheft Detail responded in an unmarked vehicle and set up surveillance. Approximately ten minutes later a male and female adult approached and entered the vehicle the female occupied the driver side of the vehicle. The suspect’s drove out of the location and proceeded W/B on California Street to Arlington Avenue, where they pulled into a gas station. The units deployed on the suspect taking them into custody without incident. The female driver was arrested for auto theft and receiving stolen property, the male (a parolee for GTA) was arrested for auto theft and parole violation. The vehicle was stored undamaged.

On 4-28-03, LAPD North Hollywood Division Patrol officers picked up the silent signal from a stolen 1993 Mercedes 300 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The officers tracked the stolen vehicle to the area of 13400 Block of Saticoy Street. The officers were able to pinpoint the location of the stolen vehicle to a dismantling yard. An LAPD CECATS team responded to the location. The vehicle was recovered and one suspect was taken into custody without incident for 496 PC. RSP. This investigation is being handled detectives from CECATS. 

On 4-28-03, officers from the LAPD 77th St Division picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2003 Lexus 300 within minutes of activation. After obtaining the description, the officers requested back up and continued following the signal from Vermont Ave and 48th St. A few minutes later, the officers observed the vehicle parked on the street on 48th St and Denker Ave, noting it contained one male adult.  Assisted by a back up unit, the officers deployed on the vehicle and attempted to arrest the suspect. The officers managed to talk the suspect into surrendering without further incident.  The suspect was arrested and later booked for vehicle theft. The vehicle was later released to its owner, undamaged.


On 4-28-03, a deputy from the LASD Lancaster Station received a LoJack silent signal from a stolen 1993 Nissan NX while in the area of 10th St West and Ave I. He broadcasted the information to other units and requested other deputies to assist.  The deputy followed the silent signal and located the vehicle parked and unoccupied on 10th ST West North of H-15.  The deputies set up surveillance and within 45 minutes, observed a male get in and drive off. The deputies conducted a felony traffic stop and arrested the suspect without further incident.  The suspect, who was on probation for grand theft auto was booked for PC 487(d) GTA. The vehicle was later released to its owner, undamaged.


On 4-29-03, deputies from the LASD Lennox Station picked up the silent code of a stolen 2002 Chrysler PT Cruiser taken by “Car Jack/Homicide”, within 5 minutes of activation. The deputies obtained the information/description of the vehicle and broadcasted to other units to assist in the tracking. Within a few minutes, the deputies observed the vehicle moving at 104th and Praire in the City of Inglewood. As they got behind the vehicle, assisted by other units, the suspect fled and a pursuit ensued. The pursuit continued for 10 minutes until the vehicle blew out a tire. The vehicle came to rest on a curb and the suspect bailed on foot. A foot pursuit ensued and with the assistance of LAPD Air-11 flight officers, the suspect was located hiding on a roof of a residence in the 4800 block of 129th St. He was taken into custody without further incident. Detectives from the Inglewood PD responded to the scene and assumed the investigation, taking the suspect into custody for the homicide/car jack.

On 04-18-03, La Mesa Pd officers were on patrol when they picked up the silent code of a stolen 1996 Nissan 300. They tracked the vehicle to a parking lot in the 8700 block of Mellmanor Dr. When they observed the vehicle, there was one suspect in the vehicle and one suspect standing outside of the vehicle. Subsequent investigation revealed that a third party was a potential buyer of the stolen vehicle.  As the officers approached the individuals, one suspect fled on foot. Information was received that the suspect had possibly entered an apartment where the door had been left open. The resident of the apartment gave the officers her apartment key to open the door. When officers entered the apartment, the suspect fled out the rear by breaking a window. A foot pursuit ensued and after some distance the suspect surrendered. Both suspects were arrested and booked for auto-theft and drug related charges. The vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage. 


On 4-28-03, Riverside PD officers acquired the silent signal from the stolen San Diego PD 1997 GMC Yukon, in the vicinity of the 91 Freeway and La Sierra Avenue. The officers followed the “moving” signal and entered the east bound 91 Freeway at that location. They initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and their location. Requesting additional units to assist they began following the signal in an E/B direction on the freeway. The officers followed the signal and located the stolen vehicle on the freeway approaching Magnolia Street. With the assistance of other units, they conducted a “high risk” vehicle stop on the freeway. The driver, a male adult, took the Magnolia off ramp and stopped. He exited the vehicle and immediately stated that there were numerous other individuals inside the vehicle. The officers investigation disclosed that the driver was a “Coyote” (a person who is paid to transport undocumented aliens into the country). Inside the vehicle they found twenty individuals, all undocumented aliens, who had paid $1200.00 a piece to be transported into this country from Mexico. The driver was arrested for auto theft and receiving stolen property. I.N.S. Agents were notified and responded to the location and took custody of the passengers. The vehicle was towed and stored undamaged. Federal charges may be pending on the driver.


On 4-28-03, officers from the Santa Ana PD picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1996 Mercedes taken from El Centro CA. They tracked and recovered the vehicle arresting the driver without damage.


On 04-28-03, SBSD Flight Deputies working Air “40-KING”, acquired the activation from the SDPD stolen 1996 Chevrolet Suburban, while flying over the I-10 and 215 Freeway interchange. Directing the helicopter in a S/E direction, the flight crew began tracking the “moving” signal. The signal became increasingly stronger and “localized as they approached the 215 and 60 Freeway’s. Initiating a broadcast that they were tracking the stolen vehicle’s signal, they requested ground unit assistance. CHP units from Riverside Area responded toward the location E/B on the 60 Freeway. “40-KING” then observed the stolen vehicle and advised the ground units they had made visual contact. CHP units attempted to stop the vehicle at Gillman Springs Road, in the City of Moreno Valley, the driver failed to comply and a pursuit ensued. The suspects, two male adults, continued into the City of Beaumont, transitioning to the E/B 10 Freeway, where CHP San Gorgonio units took over the pursuit. CHP Indio Area units attempted to utilize a “spike strip” on the vehicle, however, the driver swerved missing the strips. On the second attempt, the evasive maneuver by the suspect caused the “fuel cut-off switch” in the gas tank to activate. The suspect’s vehicle coasted to a stop east of Indian Avenue, in the Palm Springs area. Both suspect fled the vehicle, jumping over the center divider and running across the W/B lanes of the I-10 Freeway. They were taken into custody without further incident by additional responding units. Both suspects were arrested for auto theft, receiving stolen property and felony evading. The vehicle towed and stored with no damage.



On 4-30-03, LASD Lennox Station Patrol Deputy picked up the silent signal from a stolen 1987 BMW 635 on his on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The deputy tracked the stolen vehicle to the rear of a restaurant located in the 4300 block of 145th street. The Deputy set up surveillance on the vehicle. A short time later, the deputy approached the vehicle, and found the suspect lying down in the front seat. Further investigation revealed that the suspect was in possession of narcotics, vehicle Pink slips, over 100 pawn tickets, and Burglary tools. The vehicle was recovered and the suspect was taken into custody for 10851 VC, DWOC and 496 PC. RSP, without incident. This investigation is being handled LASD Lennox detectives.
