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Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system So. CA= 200

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF April 2004:


LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY:
On 4-5-04, officers from the LAPD Harbor Division picked up the silent code of a stolen 2003 Ingersoll Bobcat stolen and tracked it to a closed warehouse.  The signal was coming from inside the location, however, it was closed. Officers maintained watch on the location all night until relieved by CCD Commercial Auto Theft Section.  At approximately 0700 hrs, several males were observed entering the warehouse. Support officers arrived and contact was made with the individuals.  Permission was granted to enter the warehouse for equipment inspection. The stolen Ingersoll Bobcat was located inside the location. The investigation led to the arrest of the person who brought the equipment to the warehouse and the recovery of the equipment. The suspect was booked PC 487(a) Grand Theft. The equipment was later returned to its owner undamaged.


LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY: On 04-08-04, Ontario PD Flight Officers in “Air-10” picked up the signal from the Ontario PD stolen 2001 Ford Escape, while flying in the area of Mission Boulevard and Grove Avenue. They initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and their location and requested ground units to respond. “Air-10” tracked and isolated the signal to the area of State and Cucamonga, where they observed the stolen vehicle Southbound on Cucamonga “blacked out” (no lights). The vehicle came to a stop at State Street, where the flight officers utilized the “night-sun” illuminating the vehicle. Arriving ground units quickly deployed taking the three suspects who occupied the vehicle into custody without incident. The vehicle, which was undamaged was towed and stored.

LOJACK of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: On 04-16-04, a San Diego County Sheriffs Deputy assigned to the Alpine station, was on patrol when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1999 Nissan Altima. The vehicle had been reported stolen to the Santee station just minutes before he picked up the signal. He and other deputies tracked the signal and found the vehicle parked in the Home Depot parking lot. After a few minutes, two suspects ran out of the Home Depot store and entered the vehicle. The individuals were immediately detained and questioned regarding their activities. It was later determined the suspects had stolen the vehicle and had driven to the Home Depot where they had just shoplifted some merchandise.


LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: On 4-26-04, Costa Mesa PD Flight Officers in Air-“EAGLE” picked up the silent signal of a Costa Mesa stolen 1998 Honda Accord in the west Santa Ana area. Within minutes, they tracked the vehicle and located it W/B Balsa at Brookhurst. Responding units arrived, at which time, a pursuit ensued. The pursuit travelled through several cities and stopped when the vehicle’s front wheel flattened due to a collision at the 91 Freeway and Knott Ave in Buena Park.  The suspects decided to surrender when a Canine was brought to the scene. Two of the suspects were Parolees. All suspects were booked on various felony charges as well as Parole Violations. It should be noted that this was the second time the vehicle had been stolen and recovered by LoJack system this month.


LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: On 04-18-04, a CHP flight officer flying “Air-63” over Coachella Valley acquired the activation from the 1990 Toyota 4X4 Truck, which had been reported stolen by the City of Orange PD the day before. Initiating an area wide broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and location, he tracked the signal from SR-86 and the Riverside County Line to an area in North Shore, which is just north of the Salton Sea, where the signal was “isolated” to the area of 69th Avenue and Vanderveer. CHP and RSO Indio units responded to the area and the RSO Deputy also picked up the signal. “Air-63” advised the units where he had “isolated” the signal and guided the ground units to the location. The RSO Deputy then “pinpointed” the signal to the 98000 block of 69th Avenue, where they located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied, under a carport adjacent to a trailer. Officers attempted to make contact with the occupants, however, there was no answer. They also observed two other Toyota trucks and several fifty-gallon barrels containing vehicle parts on the property. Believing that this was a possible “chop shop” an Investigator from the Riverside County Auto Theft Taskforce (RAID) was notified and also responded to the scene. While at the location, the family arrived and following some questioning, an male adult was taken into custody for Auto Theft. Investigators, which also included the CHP Indio VIN Verification Officer, concluded that this was indeed a “Chop Shop” Operation. The 1992 and 1998 Toyota Trucks (both stolen) had been VIN switched and “cold plated” and the majority of the parts were from Toyota’s. Investigation will continue to identify these parts. This is “Chop Shop” #200 for the LoJack system and might have gone undetected had it not been for the LoJack equipped CHP Aircraft.



LoJack of VENTURA: On 4-17-04, California Highway Patrol Ventura Area officers picked up the silent signal of a Fort Lauderdale Florida stolen 2002 Mercedes AMG Convertible.  Apparently this vehicle along with two others had been stolen from the victim during the time she was out of the country. The suspect was in custody by the FBI, however the vehicles were missing. The signal was tracked to a storage garage located in the 2300 block of Eastman in Ventura.  The owner of the garage was contacted and responded to the scene. He had apparently stored this vehicle the day before for one of his friend.  The vehicle was recovered minus the engine and transmission.  On Monday, 4-19, ISU Coastal Division investigators recovered the engine and transmission and learned that the friend was not considered a suspect. They also learned that the main battery power had been disconnected when the car was delivered to California three months ago. NOTE: Back-up LoJack battery worked great.


LoJack of IMPERIAL COUNTY: On 4-28-04, the victim reported his 2004 Chevrolet Silverado stolen, he also reported that his security guard was gone and her drivers license and some other personal effects were left at the business. He did not know if she was a suspect or a kidnapping victim. When the Riverside County Sheriff’s Deputy taking the report was made aware the vehicle was LOJACK equipped, he expedited the entry into SVS to activate the LOJACK system. Approximately thirty minutes after activation, a Calexico Police Officer picked up the silent signal from the stolen vehicle and determined it was in Mexicali, Mexico. (This is a distance of approximately 100 miles from where the vehicle was reported stolen.) At this point the California Highway Patrol, Mexican Liaison Unit in El Centro, was notified and crossed into Mexico to track the signal. Working in conjunction with the Mexico State Judicial Police Officers and tracking a mobile signal, the vehicle was observed entering a residence in Mexicali, Mexico. Four suspects from the Palm Desert area were taken into custody and the security guards status was changed from kidnapped victim to auto theft suspect due to her presence in the vehicle.  The vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage.

MEXICO RECOVERIES: The California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit recovered eleven (11) LoJack equipped stolen vehicles from Mexico during the month of April 04.


Agencies posting custody incidents at termination of tracking were as follows: On 04-01-04, CHP Inland Division Air Operations Flight Officers flying “Air-81” acquired a LoJack activation on a 2000 Buick Electra over the City of Adelanto, South of Crippen and West of Koala. The Flight Officers initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and their approximate location. A Senior Investigator from the District Attorney’s Office, who is assigned to the San Bernardino County Auto Theft Taskforce (SANCATT), monitored the broadcast from his office and responded in an unmarked police vehicle equipped with a portable LoJack tracker. Additional SBSD units assigned to the Adelanto Station also responded. The Investigator observed the stolen vehicle occupied by two adults, a male driver and female passenger, W/B on Bartlett. Assisted by the responding patrol units they conducted a felony vehicle stop taking both suspects into custody without incident. The driver had knowledge that the victim’s granddaughter’s boyfriend stole the vehicle with the intent to dismantle it. They were then going to burglarize the residence when the victim’s left on vacation. The suspects were arrested for auto theft and receiving stolen property. The driver also had an outstanding narcotics warrant for $100,000.00 and the vehicle was released to the owner with minor traffic accident damage. The case is still open and on going, with additional follow-up investigation to determine the identity/participation of the other involved suspects.


On 4-2-04, officers from LAPD Harbor Division picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1994 Chrysler Concorde. While tracking the signal, they were notified a detective car had located the stolen vehicle at Cabrillo Ave. and Santa Cruz Street. The vehicle was parked and unoccupied. The officers set up a stakeout and within minutes they observed three suspects enter the vehicle and drive away. The officers conducted a felony traffic stop and took all the suspects into custody without incident. The driver suspect was arrested for 487(d) PC (GTA) and the other suspects were arrested for unrelated warrants.


The suspect purchased the vehicle from the victim giving him false identification and a forged check. On 4-2-04, officers from LAPD - Rampart Division picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1999 Honda Civic. The officers tracked the signal to the 400 block of S. Coronado Street, where they observed one male suspect driving the vehicle. Officers conducted a felony traffic stop and took the suspect into custody without incident. The suspect was arrested for 487(d) PC (GTA) and turned over to officers from El Monte PD. The Detectives from El Monte PD are investigating the case.


On 04-07-04, ABLE 1 (San Diego Police Department Airborne) picked up the silent signal from the stolen vehicle in the 3100 block of University Ave. A patrol officer assigned to Western Division spotted the stopped vehicle with a suspect behind the wheel. He waited for back-up officers, a two-man unit from Central Division and a K-9 unit and when they were in position, he activated his emergency lights. The suspect fled and entered the I#805 freeway northbound in the southbound lanes. The ground units immediately terminated the pursuit as ABLE monitored the suspects travel. The suspect exited the freeway at El Cajon Blvd and entered a dead end street in the 4900 Block of Vista Pl. The two-man unit from Central Division drove into the 4900 block of Vista Pl and was advised by ABLE to stop because the suspect was driving toward them. As they stopped, they observed the vehicle approaching their location and activated their emergency lights. It appeared the suspect was going to ram the patrol car so both Officers exited the vehicle and with guns drawn ordered the suspect to stop. Rather than heed the officers commands, the suspect put the car in reverse and backed up to the dead-end. The officers approached the suspect on foot and took him into custody. The vehicle was recovered with minimal damage.


On 04-07-04, Indio PD Officers picked up the silent signal from the stolen 1993 Honda Civic, reported stolen by the Palm Springs PD.  The first officer acquiring the signal was in the vicinity of Jackson Street and Civic Center Drive. He initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and his location. Other responding units also acquired the signal, which was tracked and isolated to a parking lot in the 83200 block of Indio Boulevard. The vehicle was located behind a business backed in next to a dumpster. As the officer exited his vehicle he heard someone climbing over the block wall fence to the rear of the vehicle. He looked over the fence and observed a male adult suspect on the ground. The suspect was held in this position until responding units took him into custody. He spontaneously stated that “he was asleep in the car and some other guy drove the car here and he ran away”. The drivers window had been broken out, the hood was hot, and the trunk open. Inside the officers found the vehicle CD player and holder. The suspect also possessed a methamphetamine pipe and made other conflicting statements. Other evidence at the location clearly placed him inside the vehicle and he also had a medallion, which the victim identified as hers. The suspect was arrested and booked for Receiving Stolen Property, and possession of Drug Paraphernalia. The vehicle was impounded with minor ignition, window and driver door damage.

On 4-8-04, an officer from the Glendale PD picked up the silent code of a stolen 1993 Ford Crown Victoria. After obtaining the description, he noted that the signal was moving and broadcasted that it was S/B on the 5 Freeway. Other units positioned them selves at the freeway on ramps S/B waiting for the vehicle to pass. Another officer observed the vehicle matching the description S/B towards Stadium Way and with the assistance of assisting units, a felony stop was initiated and the driver taken into custody without further incident. 
Detectives later questioned the suspect and learned the name of a second suspect and that there had been a second vehicle stolen from the same victim, a used car lot in East LA. A search warrant was approved and served at the second suspect’s home location. The vehicle, a 1994 Lincoln Town Car, was located parked behind the suspect’s residence. That suspect was also arrested and booked. Felony charges will be filed against both suspects. Both vehicles were returned to the used car lot owners, undamaged.


On 04-08-04, a San Diego Police Officer assigned to the Mid-City Division, was on patrol when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1997 Ford Explorer, just eight minutes after the vehicle was reported stolen. He tracked the vehicle for a few minutes and then observed the stolen Ford Explorer parked at the curb with a suspect behind the wheel. The suspect was arrested/booked for auto theft and the vehicle as returned to the owner.


On 04-08-04, Ontario PD Flight Officers in “Air-10” picked up the signal from the Riverside PD stolen 2000 Jaguar STY, within ten minutes of activation and requested ground unit assistance to locate the vehicle. Ground units responded to a small area where “Air-10” had isolated the signal, locating the stolen vehicle parked with a bunch of “Street Racers”. 
“Air-10” utilizing the “FLIR” system on the helicopter checked the vehicle and advised the ground units that it was “very hot”. Surveillance was established and some time later the suspect, a male adult, approached and entered the vehicle. The officers followed the suspect out of the area and conducted a traffic stop at Milliken Avenue and Interstate 10 Freeway, where he was taken into custody without incident. He was arrested for auto theft and receiving stolen property. The vehicle was impounded with no damage.

On 4-9-04, California Highway Patrol Metro Air-H-50 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 2004 Honda Element within one minute of activation and began tracking the vehicle from the I 210 at Baldwin Ave to Telstar and Aerojet in the City of El Monte. (DPSS office). The vehicle was spotted parked and unoccupied. CHP ground units from CHP East Los Angeles area responded and set up surveillance from a near by parking structure while waiting for ISU Southern Division Investigators. The ISU investigators arrived and assumed the investigation.  Within a few minutes, the suspect returned from the car and entered. The patrol units along with ISU deployed on the vehicle and arrested the suspect without further incident. The victim arrived and identified the suspect as the person who stolen her vehicle and tried to run her over. The vehicle was released to it’s owner and the suspect booked for numerous felonies. The suspect, a career criminal, had just been released from jail pending a court appearance one-week prior for GTA.


On 04-11-04, LASD “Air 21” flight deputies picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2002 Ford Mustang on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The flight deputies tracked the silent signal to the area of Jaboneria Road and Fostoria Street. The Flight deputies observed the suspect exit the vehicle and flee. Officers from the Bell Gardens and Southgate Police Departments responded to the location. The ground units located the suspect and took him into custody for 487 (a) PC (GTA). Bell Gardens Detectives are conducting the investigation.


On 4-12-04, officers from Monterey Park Police Department picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2000 Honda Accord. After obtaining the vehicle description, they continued tracking until they found the vehicle parked in the driveway of the victim’s house.  Upon further investigation, they determined that a juvenile living at the location had taken the vehicle. The owners of the vehicle did not know their vehicle had LoJack installed. The juvenile suspect was detained and ID booked at the PD. Case referred to Juvenile detectives for petition.


On 04-14-04, CHP Flight Officers Flying  “Air-81” acquired the activation from the Fontana PD stolen 1991 Honda Accord, upon take off from the airport, which borders the Cities of Victorville and Adelanto. “Air-81” tracked and located the stolen vehicle, watching as it pulled into an apartment complex in the 18400 block of Jonathan Street, parking under a carport. Responding CHP Victorville Units and SBSD Detectives from Adelanto Station, arrived at the location and observed a possible suspect knocking on an apartment door. This suspect was detained, as was the female adult inside the apartment. Through their investigation they were able to locate a witness that observed the male suspect parking the vehicle. Upon inspecting the vehicle, the officers observed other property, possibly taken from other vehicles. Both suspects were transported back to CHP Victorville Station, where a Detective from the County Auto Theft Taskforce (SANCATT) was notified. His investigation determined that the additional property was in fact stolen from other vehicles. The male suspect was arrested for GTA, Receiving Stolen Property and Burglary From Motor Vehicle. The female was also arrested for outstanding Felony Warrants. The vehicle was towed and stored with no damage. In a telephone interview with the victim, she stated that she had just purchased the vehicle and was informed that it was LoJack equipped. However, she didn’t know if it was still working.


On 04-14-04, LAPD Devonshire Division patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2002 Lincoln LS on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties.  The vehicle was tracked to Simonds Street and Dempsey Ave.  The patrol officers set up surveillance on the vehicle. Officers from the Devonshire Area Crimes Investigation Unit responded to assist the patrol officers. On their arrival, they observed the stolen vehicle traveling W/B on Simonds Street. The officers attempted to conduct a traffic stop. The suspect tried to avoid the officers, and after a short following and foot pursuit, the suspect was taken into custody for 10851 VC, DWOC without further incident. LAPD Devonshire Detectives are handling the investigation.


On 4-15-04, officers from Long Beach PD were responding to a radio call of a LoJack hit in their city. The vehicle was described as a 1998 Ford F150 pickup truck, white in color. Once in the area, the officers began to search and located the vehicle parked and unoccupied at Anaheim Street and Obispo Ave. The officers had requested tow for the vehicle when two male suspects got into the vehicle and drove away. Officers conducted a felony traffic stop and took the suspects into custody without incident. The driver suspect was arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC) and several other outstanding warrants. The passenger was questioned and later released.



On 04-17-04, LAPD “Air 10” picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1987 Lincoln Mark 7 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties.   The flight officers requested LAPD ground units to respond to the area of Lankershim Blvd and the Golden State freeway. North Hollywood Patrol Officers tracked the stolen vehicle to Sunland Ave and Glenoaks Blvd where they observe the vehicle parked.   Officers located the suspect sleeping on the drivers seat. The suspect was taken into custody for 10851 VC DWOC, without incident. North Hollywood Detectives are conducting the investigation.


On 4-19-04, officers from the Whittier/Sante FE Springs PD picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2003 BMW 325 that had been stolen from the street in Norwalk. They received the “hit” at Carmenita and Imperial, broadcasted the information to assisting units and began tracking the “moving” signal. The officers tracked it to an apartment building and realized it was parked to the rear. They set up containment and within minutes, observed a male with a bald-head drive out. They followed the vehicle to a market parking lot where they conducted a felony traffic stop, taking the suspect into custody without further incident. The suspect, who was in possession of burglar tools, was booked for PC 487(d) GTA.


On 4-19-04, a deputy from LASD Altadena Station picked up the silent code of a stolen 1999 Toyota 4-Runner while in the area of Mariposa and Rose Ave. After relaying the information, description and possible direction of the signal, he continued tracking until the vehicle was located in the 2555 block of N. Fair Oaks. The vehicle contained four individuals who were detained by assisting units. The driver was placed under arrest and booked VC 10851 DWOC. The other three occupants were released as the driver suspect had just picked them up. The vehicle was later released to it’s owner, undamaged.


On 04-19-04, a Barstow CHP Officer, who was assisting a stranded motorist on the Interstate 15 Freeway at Fort Irwin Road acquired the activation from the Oxnard PD stolen 1999 Honda Accord. He initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and advised other units that the vehicle was N/B on the freeway from his location. This is the main artery to the California Stateline and Las Vegas Nevada, which is nothing but desert road. Other CHP units between the original location and Stateline then acquired the signal at Razor Road, just west of the City of Baker, California. They proceeded to the gas station and observed a male adult suspect pumping gas into the vehicle. The officers deployed taking the suspect into custody without incident. The suspect, who was in possession of the car keys, victim’s wallet and other identification, was arrested for Auto Theft, Receiving Stolen Property and Unrelated Warrants. The victim was contacted and indicated that she had left her vehicle unattended momentarily with the keys and personal belonging inside. The vehicle, which was undamaged, was left at the location pending the victim’s arrival the following day.


The vehicle was stolen off a sales lot and the suspect used false information to purchase the vehicle. On 4-20-04, within minutes of the LoJack system being activated, officers from Long Beach PD, Auto Division were tracking the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1998 BMW 528. The officers tracked the signal to Atlantic Ave and Carson Street, where they observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officers set up a stakeout on the vehicle and within a short time, observed a male suspect enter the vehicle and drive away. Officers conducted a felony stop on the vehicle and took the suspect into custody without incident. The suspect was arrested for 487(d) PC (GTA) and the case is being investigated by the Long Beach Detectives.


On 04-22-04, San Diego County Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to the Imperial Beach station, were on patrol when they picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 Buick Regal that had just been reported stolen. They started tracking the signal and located it parked at the curb in front of a residence. The deputies waited a short distance away and within a few minutes, a suspect came out of the house and entered the stolen vehicle. The deputies activated their emergency lights and after a short distance took the suspect into custody. The suspect was arrested/booked for auto theft and the vehicle was recovered.


On 4-23-04, officers from the LAPD Hollenbeck Division picked up the silent code of a stolen 1993 Chevrolet Astro Van within minutes of activation. The officers began tracking the moving signal with the assistance of LAPD Air-8 and Air-18 flight officers. The vehicle was observed moving N/B on Marengo Ave and Mission and when the officers attempted to stop the vehicle, the suspect decided he did not want to stop and the pursuit was on. For the next 2 hours and fifteen minutes, the pursuit led numerous officers from the Hollenbeck Division as well as the LA County Sheriff’s and local police departments into other cities. The pursuit terminated in the city of Whittier when spike strips were deployed flattening all four tires.  Even at that time, the suspect tried to drive away at slow speeds however, when all tires were gone from the vehicle, the stolen van finally stopped. The LAPD SWAT officers were called to the location as it was thought the suspect was armed. Apparently when the suspect observed the police Canine, he exited the van and gave up without further incident. The suspect was booked for PC 487(d) GTA and felony evading. No injuries were caused by the pursuit and the vehicle was later returned to its owner, minus its tires.


On 4-24-04, within minutes of its activation, LAPD “Air-18” picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1996 Oldsmobile Aurora. The air unit requested ground units to assist in locating the vehicle. The air unit directed the ground Officers to Figueroa Street and Adams Blvd, where they observed the vehicle parked, appearing unoccupied. “Air-18” advised officers the suspect was lying down inside the vehicle. The officers conducted a felony stop on the vehicle and took the suspect into custody without incident. The suspect was arrested for 478(d)PC(GTA). The suspect later admitted taking the vehicle from his uncle.


On 04-25-04, SBSD Victorville Deputies responded to a GTA investigation that had just occurred, with a “named suspect” in the theft. They were also aware that the vehicle was LoJack equipped and the responding deputy, who handled the original report, acquired the signal from the 2001 Toyota Camry, within three minutes of activation. He advised other units of the activation and signal direction. He and the other responding units coordinated the tracking, isolating the signal to the area of Fresno and Inyo, where they located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied, in front of a residence. The deputies deployed and conducted a “knock and talk” investigation. The “named suspect” was located inside the residence and he was in possession of the vehicle keys. The suspect, who was also a parolee at large for GTA, was taken into custody and arrested for GTA, Receiving Stolen Property and Parole Violation. The vehicle, which was undamaged, was returned to the owner.


On 04-25-04, a San Bernardino PD Officer patrolling in the area of Meridian Avenue and Foothill Boulevard acquired the activation from the Rialto PD stolen 2000 Nissan Maxima. Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and his location, he began tracking the signal and requested other units to assist. Responding units also acquired the signal, which was isolated to an apartment complex in the 2600 block of 5th Street. An officer checking the rear of the location, observed the stolen vehicle parked in a carport, with one male adult suspect standing adjacent to the passenger door and another male adult suspect inside the vehicle. Upon seeing the police vehicle the suspect outside the vehicle fled the location and eluded capture. The second suspect also fled via the passenger door running S/B crossing 5th Street to another apartment complex. During the subsequent foot pursuit this suspect fell down while going through some bushes and was apprehended without further incident. Officers checked the vehicle and found the keys in the ignition and the engine hot. The suspect was arrested for Auto Theft and the vehicle impounded with no damage.


On 04-27-04, Flight Officers flying “Air-10” picked up the silent signal from the Pomona PD stolen 1994 Dodge Intrepid, within fourteen minutes of activation. The flight officers advised responding ground units that they had “isolated” the signal to the area south of the 60 Freeway between Vineyard and Grove. Responding ground units also acquired the signal in the 16000 block of Fairfield and located the stolen vehicle at Baker and Walnut Streets. The vehicle was parked at a school, occupied by one female adult and one female juvenile. The officers deployed detaining both suspects. Case was referred to detectives. No arrests.


On 4-28-04, within minutes of the signal being activated, officers from LAPD S/W Division picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1999 Toyota Tacoma truck. The officers tracked the signal to 58th Pl. and Denker Ave, where they observed the vehicle parked with the engine running and a female suspect sitting in the drivers seat. The officers deployed on the vehicle and took the suspect into custody without incident. The suspect was arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC). The suspect admitted taking the victim’s vehicle.


On 04-29-04, CHP Flight Officers in “Air-83” (fixed wing aircraft) acquired the activation from the SBSD Victorville stolen 1999 Melroe (Bobcat) Skid Steer, while flying over the Victorville City area.  The stolen vehicle information was broadcasted to CHP and County Sheriff’s units, who began responding toward the area. “Air-83” tracked and isolated the signal to a parcel of property in the 15600 block of Mineral Road, where they observed the stolen construction equipment. Investigators assigned to the CHP Investigative Services Unit (ISU), monitored the broadcast and requested the responding ground units to set up surveillance on the location until their arrival. Once on the scene the investigators contacted the owner of the property, who advised then that he rented that portion of the property to another person and provided them with a business card of this possible suspect. The identifying labels had been removed from the equipment and re-painted with a different name. A County Auto Theft Taskforce (SANCATT) Investigator was requested to respond to the address on the card, which turned out to be unoccupied. The investigators (posing as customers wanting to purchase firewood) contacted the suspect on the phone, asking him to respond to the location. A short time later the described suspect and vehicle arrived. He slowed down looking at the location, then drove off. The units then deployed taking him into custody without incident. The suspect, an ex-parolee for similar violations, was arrested for Receiving Stolen Property. Detectives are also conducting a status run to determine if other equipment on the property is stolen. The Bobcat was returned to the owners, undamaged.


On 4-29-04, within ½ hrs of the initial activation, deputies from East LA Sheriff’s Station picked up the silent signal of a 2003 Lincoln Navigator stolen from a car lot in Thousand Oaks. They tracked it to a large parking lot of a casino in Commerce and made contact with LA CO T.R.A.P. Southeast Team. Detectives from the T.R.A.P. responded and set up surveillance. Within one hour, a male adult entered the vehicle and drove off. Deputies deployed on the vehicle and arrested the suspect. The investigation revealed that the suspect matched the description of the suspect who drove off in the car from the dealers lot, but also revealed that there was an extradition warrant for drugs and weapons charges out of Arizona. The suspect was booked on auto theft charges and a warrant hold. The vehicle was impounded and later returned to the victim car lot in Thousand Oaks.
