To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:  Ted Saraf, Law Enforcement Liaison


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for May 2006, Southern California:

During the month of May there were: 466 countable  “activations”. 

 (Los Angeles Co = 254; Orange Co = 27; San Diego Co = 100; San Bernardino = 43; Riverside Co = 36; Ventura Co =3Santa Barbara Co = 0; Imperial Co = 3
Number of activations for this calender year to date Southern California (05) = 2248
Total number of activations last calendar year = 4682
Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) Southern California = 27223
Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California = 259
HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF May 2006: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: On 5-11-06, West Covina PD officers assisted by LASD Air-22, picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2006 Kawasaki ZX636 within 9 minutes of activation.  After obtaining the description, the officers tracked the signal to a residential garage in the 1100 block of Ituni city of W. Covina within 6 minutes.  As they arrived, they observed a male adult standing in the driveway looking at the circling Sheriff helicopter. Upon seeing the officers, he asked why so much police presence. The officers asked if he lived at the location and then asked if he had any motor cycles inside the garage. The suspect answered that he did have some and offered to open the garage. Upon opening the garage, the officers observed the stolen Kawasaki as well as two other sport bikes and a quad runner.  The officers also located another stolen 2005 Honda CBR 1000.  Detectives from the LA County TRAP/CART team responded as did detectives from the West Covina PD.  A search warrant was issued and served. In addition to the two mentioned motor cycles, the detectives also seized a 2001 SUZUKI MC, 2004 HONDA MC, 2005 YANAHA Salvage rebuilt MC a 2001 YAMAHA Quad, the rental van used to transport, tools and other stolen property. One other suspect who lived at the location was identified as well as a third know motor cycle thief.  Warrants will be sought against the two suspects. The suspect was booked for Chop Shop violations. Detectives have classified this incident as a “Chop Shop.”  (#259 for LoJack system So California).
LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO:  The owner of a 1996 Chevrolet Impala, an off duty CHP Officer, was with his son and stopped at an intersection when a suspect approached them, armed with an automatic pistol and demanded they exit their vehicle. The victim and his son complied and the suspect sped away in their vehicle. The victim notified LAPD 77th Division police who, after processing the stolen report entered the Chevrolet information into the law enforcement statewide stolen vehicle system (SVS/NCIC) computer. Within minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers of Rialto PD picked up the LoJack signal on the victim’s stolen 1996 Chevrolet Impala. The officers tracked the signal to Bonnieview Ave. and Sandlewood Street, where they observed one male suspect driving the stolen vehicle. The officers conducted a felony traffic stop and as the suspect stopped and exited the vehicle, fled on foot. The officers went in hot pursuit and the suspect was eventually taken into custody. The suspect matched the description of the suspect who had robbed the victim of his vehicle. The suspect was a hardcore criminal and had several felony warrants for his arrest. The suspect was arrested for 215 PC (Car-Jacking) and the outstanding warrants. This case is currently being investigated by Detectives from Rialto PD and LAPD 77th Street Division.

On 05-06-06, within six minutes of activation, Rialto PD Officers acquired the silent LoJack signal from the 1998 Honda Accord, which had just been reported stolen to their department. The officers triangulated the signal and located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied. They had also observed a male adult suspect walking away from the area and in checking the vehicle it was still hot to the touch. The officers located the male suspect and due to the late and unusual hour conducted a “pedestrian stop” for possible GTA and burglary investigation. During the course of their investigation it was determined that the suspect was connected to the stolen vehicle and he was arrested and booked for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property. The undamaged vehicle was later released to the victim who was contacted and responded to their location.    

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: On 5-1-06, a San Diego County Deputy Sheriff assigned to the Vista station took a report on a stolen 2002 Chevrolet Silverado where there was a named suspect. Within three minutes of the vehicle being entered into the stolen vehicle system, another Vista Deputy received the silent code of the stolen vehicle.  He tracked the signal to the 800 block of Phillips St., where he observed the vehicle unoccupied and where the suspect lived.  The suspect was contacted at his residence and was in possession of the keys to the stolen Chevrolet Silverado. The suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft, and the vehicle was returned to the rightful owner.
LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: On 5-14-06, Huntington Beach PD Air-HB-1 flight officers picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2006 Toyota Tacoma. After identifying the signal and vehicle, they tracked the signal into the city of Anaheim and located the vehicle parked to a local bar on Katella Ave.  Patrol officers from Anaheim respond to the area and set up containment. A short time later, they observed a male enter the vehicle and drive off. The officers deployed on the vehicle taking the suspect into custody without further incident. The suspect was booked VC 10851 DWOC and the vehicle stored and undamaged. 

LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: On 05-17-06, a Riverside County Deputy Sheriff assigned to the Coachilla Station, was on patrol near Highway #111 and 52 when she picked up the silent code of the stolen 2002 Honda Accord just 12 minutes after it had been reported stolen. She tracked the signal to Cario St. and Shady St. where she observed the vehicle parked at the curb, and two suspects walking away from the vehicle. The suspects were contacted and later admitted to taking the vehicle. Both suspects were booked for auto theft and the vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage. The victim had returned to her home, and left the car running with the lights on while she went into the house. When she returned to her car a few minutes later, she was so surprised it had been stolen. As it turned out, the suspect lived about two blocks from the victim and just happened to be walking past the car when the owner was inside her house.
No notable activity in SANTA BARBARA VENTURE AND IMPERIAL Counties for month of May 06.

MEXICO RECOVERIES: The California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit recovered twelve(12) LoJack equipped stolen vehicles from Mexico during the month of May 06. 


On 5-9-06, the victim had parked his 2003 Ford F350 vehicle on the U.S. side of the Mexico border and taken a shuttle to Tijuana. When he returned to the U.S., he found his vehicle had been stolen. In the following days, the signal was received from Mexico by U.S. law enforcement agencies.


On 05-15-06, the Mexico LoJack representative (Carmart) contacted the San Diego LoJack Law Enforcement Liaison for LoJack and advised that the vehicle had been recovered in Guadalajara, Mexico by tracking the silent signal. Also, that the police had two people in custody and they were in need of the police report from San Diego Police Department. A copy of the stolen report was obtained and e-mailed to the police in Guadalajara, Mexico. This document allowed the police to hold and prosecute the people driving the stolen vehicle, as well as impound the stolen Ford F350 to be returned to the rightful owner in the United States.   



Agencies posting custody incidents at termination of tracking were as follows:


On 5-1-06, within thirty seven minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from LAPD West Los Angeles Division, as well as Santa Monica PD, were tracking the signal of a stolen 2006 Suzuki GS6. The officers could tell that the signal was moving, which means the suspect was driving the stolen motorcycle. Within a few minutes more, the officers were able to track the signal to an apartment complex, underground parking area located in the 3100 block of Overland Ave. The officers conducted a stake-out of the motorcycle and after some time had passed, went into the garage area and recovered the motorcycle. The suspect had punched the ignition and broken the locking mechanism. The case is being investigated by W.LA Detectives.

On 05-01-06, a San Diego Police Officer assigned to the Mid-City Division was on patrol when he monitored radio traffic from Southeastern Division about a LoJack hit near the Mid-City/Southeastern Division border. He moved in that direction and picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 GMC pick-up truck. He tracked the signal and observed the vehicle being operated near Euclid Ave. and Highway #94. A traffic stop was initiated and the suspect was detained. He was later booked for driving a stolen vehicle and the GMC was recovered without sustaining any damage.

On 5-1-06, a deputy from the LASD Industry Station was leaving the station when he picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1999 Toyota Camry.  After getting the description, he and assisting units began tracking from the area of Ameluxen Ave and Spring Water in the Hacienda Heights area.  Deputies tracked the vehicle to the 1000 block of Ameluxen Ave where they observed the vehicle parked at the curb.  As they approached, a male adult was observed sleeping in the vehicle. He was taken into custody without further incident.  The victim was contacted and asked if she know the suspect as he had a key in his possession that fit the vehicle. When she indicated she did not know him nor did she give him permission, he was arrested and booked for Grand Theft Auto. The vehicle was later released to the victim, undamaged.

On 5-1-06, within thirty seven minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from West Los Angeles Division, as well as Santa Monica PD, were tracking the signal of a stolen 2006 Suzuki GS6. The officers could tell that the signal was moving, which means the suspect was driving the stolen motorcycle. Within a few minutes more, the officers were able to track the signal to an apartment complex, underground parking area located in the 3100 block of Overland Ave. The officers conducted a stake-out of the motorcycle and after some time had passed, went into the garage area and recovered the motorcycle. The suspect had punched the ignition and broken the locking mechanism. The case is being investigated by W.LA Detectives.


On 05-02-06, CHP Central LA patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2000 BMW 323 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer while on routine patrol.  The officers tracked the stolen vehicle to a subterranean garage located in the area of 1111 South Hope Street. Detectives from the Los Angeles County T.R.A.P. (Taskforce for Regional Auto theft Prevention) responded to the location and set up surveillance on the vehicle. The detectives recovered the vehicle, and conducted a follow up investigation to the suspects work location. The female suspect was taken into custody for an outstanding no bail felony warrant charging fraud and identity theft. The suspect is also going to be charged for 487 PC (GTA), fraud, and identity theft involving the stolen BMW.  Detectives from TRAP are handling this investigation.

On 5-4-06, El Monte PD Air-45 flight officers were on patrol when they picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2006 Toyota Corolla.  Air-45 tracked the vehicle to Mountain Ave and the 210 Freeway in the city of Duarte and notified local law enforcement. The vehicle continued on the freeway and began heading S/N on the 605 at approximately 90 MPH.  Units from Baldwin Park, Irwindale and El Monte began responding to the area and eventually caught the vehicle as it transitioned E/B on the 10 Freeway and exited Baldwin Park Blvd.  At that time the ground units conducted a felony traffic stop and arrested two adults.  Two children were also in the vehicle were taken into protective custody. El Monte PD assumed the investigation. The vehicle was later released to the victim, undamaged.


On 05-05-06, Riverside PD Flight Officers flying “Air-1” acquired the LoJack silent signal from the 2006 Nissan Altima, which had been reported stolen to their department about three hours prior. “Air-1” got the hit in the area of 3rd Street and Kansas and initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and signal direction. They tracked and located the vehicle, which was rolling, and notified responding ground units. The suspects, one male and one female, then pulled into a commercial business park and entered one of the businesses. Responding ground units were directed to the location and detained both suspects’ who as it turned out, were pretending to be interesting in applying for a job. The store clerk and “Air-1” identified the male as the driver and officers recovered additional property inside the vehicle. During the course of their investigation it was determined that the property was taken from burglaries in the San Bernardino County area. Both suspects were arrested for Auto Theft, Receiving Stolen Property, Burglary and Possession of Burglary Tools (shaved keys and porcelain chips). The investigation has been turned over to the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Department for further investigation and the undamaged vehicle was impounded and held for evidence.  




On 5-6-06, within the hour of the LoJack system activating, LAPD Hollywood Division officers picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2006 Scion TC. The officers put out a broadcast to other units in the area. Two officers heard the broadcast and observed the stolen vehicle stop in the parking lot of a fast food restaurant. They observed one female suspect driving the vehicle. The officers requested back-up units and after arriving, they safely took the suspect into custody. The suspect admitted stealing the vehicle, stating the keys were in the vehicle and it was running. The suspect also admitted to drinking and doing drugs when she stole the vehicle. She told officers, “If you can’t do the time, then don’t do the crime”. The suspect was arrested for 487(D) PC (GTA) and miscellaneous drug related charges. Hollywood Detectives are investigating the crime.

On 05-06-06, within six minutes of activation, San Bernardino PD Officers in the vicinity of 13th Street and Arrowhead Avenue acquired the silent LoJack signal from the L.A. County Sheriff’s Pico Station stolen 1997 Saturn SL. Following a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, and signal direction, the first officer picking up the signal began tracking it in a southbound direction. Assisted by additional LoJack equipped units she tracked and “isolated” the signal to 9th and “H” Streets, where she observed the vehicle northbound “H” Street occupied by three suspects. Negotiating a U-turn she pulled in behind the vehicle and verified the stolen status via the description, which had been provided. With back-up unit assistance the vehicle was stopped and all three suspects were detained. The driver as it turned out, was a female dressed down complete with “beanie cap” and appeared to be a male, and the other passengers were male adults. Also located inside the vehicle in plain sight was the victim’s identification and credit cards. All three were arrested for Auto Theft, Receiving Stolen Property and both male’s had outstanding Warrants for Weapons Possession. While being booked officers also recovered a plastic baggie containing methamphetamine on one of the male suspects. The undamaged vehicle was then towed and stored. 


On 05-06-06, within nine minutes of activation, Indio PD Officers acquired the silent LoJack signal from the stolen 2003 Nissan Murano, reported to the Riverside Sheriff’s Palm Desert Station. The first officer picking up the signal was in the vicinity of Highway 111 and Golf Center. He initiated a broadcast of the LoJack hit and began tracking the signal in a westbound direction. The signal became stronger and the officer located the stolen vehicle in the drive-thru of a fast food restaurant, occupied by three female adult suspects. With the assistance of back-up units the three suspects were taken into custody without incident. The driver (also on probation) was arrested for Auto Theft, Receiving Stolen Property, Theft with a Prior Conviction and Probation Violation. The two other occupants were questioned and later released. The undamaged vehicle was also towed and later released to the very happy victim.  


On 5-11-06, officers from the Alhambra Police Department picked up the silent LoJack signal on a stolen 1995 Honda Accord.  After obtaining the description from the Dispatchers, they continued tracking the vehicle in the area of Venito Ave.  A parking assistant overheard the call and happened to be in the area when he spotted the vehicle containing a male and female.  Officers and detectives responded to the 900 block to set surveillance.  The suspect had apparently left the vehicle prior to the officers’ arrival.  A few minutes later the suspects returned and were detained.  They were identified by the parking assistant and arrested. The suspects were later booked for VC10851DWOC and the vehicle stored, undamaged.

On 05-13-06, a San Diego County Deputy Sheriff assigned to the Encinitas station, was in the area of N. Vulcan and Hillcrest St. when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 2002 Saturn SL. He was informed by dispatch, that the vehicle was stolen from the city of Downey. Another deputy was monitoring the traffic and relayed information that he had talked to a person in the Saturn the night before, but the vehicle had not been reported stolen at the time. As the deputy started tracking the signal, he was joined by the second deputy. The signal was tracked to a service station at I#5 and La Costa Ave. where the deputies observed the vehicle parked. The suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft, and the vehicle was stored for safe keeping. 


On 05-18-06, LAPD Devonshire division patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1997 GMC Yukon on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer while on routine patrol. The officers tracked the stolen vehicle to the rear yard of a private residence  located in the 18600 block of Kinzey Street. Detectives from the Los Angeles County T.R.A.P. (Taskforce for Regional Auto theft Prevention) responded to the location and assumed the investigation. The detective’s door knocked the residence and recovered the reported stolen vehicle. Detectives conducted interviews and were able to identify the suspect. The suspect parked his vehicle at a friend’s house and then reported the vehicle stolen. Detectives from TRAP are conducting a fraud investigation.

On 5-16-06, deputies from the San Bernardino Adelanto Station responded to a vehicle theft report with a named suspect.  A short time after entry of the stolen information into NCIC, a deputy picked up the silent signal of the stolen 2005 Hyundai Elantra as he neared the area of Bellflower and Victor in the city of Adelanto.  After informing assisting units of the LoJack “hit” the vehicle was tracked to the 11400 block of Spring St, where it was located parked and unoccupied in a driveway of that residence.  Deputies conducted an investigation and located the named suspect, a female adult, hiding inside the location. She was arrested and later booked VC10851 DWOC. The vehicle was later released to its owner, undamaged. 


On 5-16-06, within minutes of the LoJack system activating, LAPD Hollenbeck Division officers picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1995 Honda Accord, tracking it to the area of the 3200 block of Castalla Ave. The officers observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officers set up a stake-out of the vehicle and called Central TRAP Detectives to respond. Detectives from the TRAP unit arrived and relieved the patrol officers, taking over the stake-out. Within a short time, they observed a male suspect enter the stolen vehicle, use a screwdriver to start the vehicle and drive away. The Detectives conducted a felony traffic stop, taking the suspect safely into custody. The suspect denied stealing the vehicle but admitted to being paid to drive the stolen to a pre-arranged drop off location. The suspect was arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC). The TRAP Detectives are investigating the case.

On 5-16-06, LASD Air-21 flight deputies picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1993 Honda Accord and tracked it to a parking lot at Leonis Blvd and Soto St. Assisting deputies from LASD E. LA station responded to the area and observed the vehicle leaving the parking lot. When they attempted to stop the vehicle, the vehicle fled and a pursuit ensued. Earlier a similar vehicle containing three males and one female suspects had been involved in a shooting. These suspects matched the description. During this pursuit, one of the suspects threw a hand gun out the window.  The pursuit terminated until the vehicle crashed in a ravine in the 4800 block of E. 28th St.  All 4 suspects were taken into custody and booked for GTA and other charges.  

On 05-16-06, a California Highway Patrolman assigned to the El Cajon office was n/b on Magnolia Ave. when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1998 Ford Mustang. After tracking the signal for a few minutes, he observed the vehicle in a motel parking lot at Madison Ave. and Magnolia Ave. Because the vehicle had been reported stolen a short time prior to his receiving the signal, he elected to summon CHP Border Division ISU. Investigators set up surveillance on the car and waited for a suspect. A short time later, a female approached the car and got inside to drive away. The suspect was detained prior to leaving the area and was later booked for driving a stolen vehicle. The car was recovered without sustaining any damage.  The fact that the suspect was the girl friend of the victim, and that she had met another male at the motel will probably have worse consequences than the judicial proceeding that await her.


On 5-17-06, detectives from the Los Angeles County Task Force for Regional Auto Theft Prevention TRAP, picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1993 Honda Civic and tracked it with the assistance of LASD Air-8 flight deputies. The vehicle was located parked in the 1633 block of Swanee city of W. Covina.  Detectives set surveillance and within a few minutes observed a male enter the vehicle. Utilizing marked patrol units from W. Covina to assist with a traffic stop, an attempt was initiated, however, the suspect fled the scene. A pursuit ensued and terminated on Chetney Dr where the suspect crashed the vehicle and ran off on foot.  He was subsequently captured by a Canine after being shot with a “bean bag”. The suspect, a parolee, was booked on numerous felony charges.      


On 05-17-06, a San Diego County Deputy Sheriff assigned to the Santee station, was on patrol in the un-incorporated area of El Cajon when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 Nissan Quest just 20 minutes after it had been reported stolen. He started tracking the signal and turned onto E. Bradley just as the suspect was approaching his location. The suspect drove into the left front of the patrol car and then fled the area. The deputy took up pursuit of the stolen vehicle and was joined by a second deputy. The suspect drove into a mobile home parking lot and ultimately lost control of the vehicle, running into one of the homes. As the suspect was attempting to back away from the home and continue to evade the deputies, a deputy placed his patrol car immediately behind the stolen vehicle, ending the pursuit. Three suspects were taken into custody and booked for various crimes. The vehicle was recovered with front end damage.

On 05-18-06, a San Diego County Deputy Sheriff was placing a prisoner at the County Jail when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 2002 Nissan Frontier just eight minutes after it had been reported stolen. He notified San Diego Police dispatch of the general area where he had received the signal and they in turn relayed the information to air operations, ABLE 1. ABLE 1 flew into the area and also received the signal. They directed a Central Division police officer to the general area where he observed a suspect putting gas in the stolen vehicle. After interviewing the suspect, he was arrested and booked for auto theft. The vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage, and was later returned to the rightful owner.


 On 5-19-06, officers from the Montclair PD responded to a vehicle theft of a 2004 Ford Mustang with a know suspect. Upon arrival, they learned the suspect was the daughter of the victim and that the vehicle was equipped with LoJack. The officers immediately contacted their dispatchers and had the vehicle entered into the stolen system and NCIC. Within five minutes of activation, the officers were picking up the silent signal and tracked the moving signal to 8th and Mountain Ave where they observed the vehicle being driven. A felony traffic stop was initiated and the suspect taken into custody without further incident. The suspect was booked VC10851 DWOC and the vehicle released to the victim, undamaged.


On 5-20-06, within a couple of hours of the LoJack system activating, officers from the Inglewood PD picked up the signal from the victim’s stolen 1992 Honda Civic and tracked it to the rear parking lot parking of  827 S. Prairie Ave. where they observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officers set up a stake-out of the vehicle and within 15 minutes, observed two suspects approach the vehicle, unlock the doors, get in and drive away. The driver suspect used a shaved key to drive the vehicle. The officers conducted a felony traffic stop, taking both suspects into custody. Both suspects were arrested for 487(D) PC (GTA) and other related drug charges. Inglewood Detectives are investigating the case.

On 05-20-06, A California Highway Patrolman assigned to the San Diego Office, was on patrol near I#5 and J St. in Chula Vista when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 2006 Yamaha YZFR-6 shortly after it had been reported stolen. He tracked the signal for approximately two miles and determined the motorcycle was in a business that was closed for the day. California Highway Patrol Border Division ISU was summoned and responded to the scene. Ultimately, the owner of the business was called and agreed to meet the officers at the business. Once inside, the motorcycle was observed partially stripped in the rear of the shop. In the following days, the officer was assisted in the investigation by CHP ISU. The business, a stereo shop, was searched but didn’t yield any more stolen vehicles or equipment. However, two employees were arrested and charged with receiving stolen property.


On 5-20-06, within minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from the CHP Central Station picked up the LoJack signal from the victims stolen 1994 Nissan Sentra. The officers tracked the signal to Lemon Grove Ave. and Wilton Ave. where they observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officers set up a stake-out of the vehicle and within a few minutes, observed a male suspect enter the driver’s side and a female suspect enter the passenger door and they drove away. The officers conducted a felony traffic stop, taking both suspects into custody. The driver was using a shaved key to drive the vehicle. The driver was arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC), 496.1 PC (RSP) and a parole violation. The female passenger was a reported missing juvenile and detained for her parents. CHP investigators are investigating the case.


On 05-22-06, officers from the CHP-Riverside Station picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1997 Ford Truck L95 on their on-board LoJack tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The officers began tracking the vehicle in the area of the 215 Freeway and Columbia, while requesting other units to respond to the area.  The officers observed the stolen vehicle in the rear of a gas station in the area of Blaine and Iowa Street. Two suspects were observed working on the vehicle. Officers conducted a felony traffic stop, and took the two suspects into custody for 10851 (a) VC (DWOC), without incident. Officers found the suspects in possession of over $1,000.00 in stolen equipment. Suspects also were in possession of a stolen golf cart. Evidence was found that may connect these suspects with numerous Construction thefts.  This case is being handled by investigators from CHP-Riverside Station.

On 05-25-06, a San Diego State University Police officer was on patrol on College Blvd. near I#8 when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1994 Toyota Forerunner. He started tracking the signal w/b on I#8 and near the 805 freeway and Highway 94 he stopped a vehicle that matched the description of the stolen Toyota. The license plates indicated the vehicle was registered in Baja California, and the Vehicle Identification Plate (VIN) did not match the VIN for the stolen vehicle. Because the silent LoJack signal was coming from the Toyota, the vehicle was taken to another location to check the confidential VIN. In a closer inspection of the vehicle, it was determined that someone had changed the license plates and VIN, and that this was in fact the correct vehicle. 

The suspect was arrested for auto theft and the vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage. 


On 05-27-06, San Bernardino Police Department patrol officers were sent to the area of 9th Street and Medical Center. Dispatch had advised the officers that other Law Enforcement Agencies were picking up a silent signal from the stolen 2003 Ford Expedition on their on-board LoJack tracking computers. The officers responded and located the stolen vehicle, parked, in the area of the 1700 block of West 9th Street.  The vehicle was occupied with four suspects. The suspects exited the vehicle and began walking away. Additional units responded to the location and the suspects were detained. The driver was taken into custody for 10851 (a) VC (DWOC), and 496 PC (RSP) without incident. The three passengers were questioned and released. The suspect admitted stealing the vehicle, after observing the owner of the vehicle leaving the keys in the driver’s door, and the vehicle unattended. Investigators from the San Bernardino Police Department are handling this investigation.


On 5-31-06, within 20 minutes of activation, California Highway Patrol Air-81 assisted by a CHP Barstow unit picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2004 Caterpillar Skid Steer in the Apple Valley area and tracked it to the 16500 block of Century Plant.  They notified San Bernardino Sheriffs deputies from Apple Valley station and SBSO Air-King 40, who responded and assumed this investigation. The Caterpillar was observed in the rear of a residence adjacent to a shed.  Deputies from Apple Valley drove down an alley behind the residence and observed one male adult exit the shed. He was taken into custody without further incident. Deputies searched the shed and located another male hiding inside.  They also discovered a Methamphetamine Lab in the shed. Both suspects were questioned and admitted that they allegedly were going to purchase this Caterpillar valued over $35,000 for $2,500. They also admitted that they used the Skid Steer to do some grading on their property. Both suspects were booked for H&S 11379.6 (Meth Lab) and VC10851/PC 496 RSP for the Cat Skid Steer. The Skid Steer was later released to the victim, undamaged.

