To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for May 2008, Southern California:

During the month of March there were: 480 countable  “activations”. 

 (Los Angeles Co. =275 ; Orange Co. =39 ; Riverside Co. =33 ; San Bernardino Co.  =46 ; Santa Barbara Co. =2 ; San Diego Co. =79 ; San Luis Obispo Co. =2 ; Ventura Co =5 ; Imperial Co =1 ;   

Number of activations for this calender year to date Southern California (08) = 2352

Total number of activations last calendar year = 5843

Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) Southern California = 38687

Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California = 326

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF May 2008: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 

On 4-28-08, within twelve minutes of the LoJack system activating, two LAPD Sergeants picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2007 Dodge Magnum. When requested back-up units arrived, they proceeded to conduct a high-risk traffic stop. There was a male driver with a female passenger in the vehicle. The driver exited the vehicle and proceeded to yell at the officers and would not follow commands. As a last resort, the driver was shot with a beanbag and subsequently was taken into custody along with the female passenger. The officers’ investigation found that the driver was on parole and had stolen a friend’s vehicle and was arrested for 10951 VC (Driving without Owners consent) and parole violation. The passenger was arrested for an outstanding warrant. 77th Street Detectives are investigating the case.                  
On 5-1-08, LASD Air-7 flight deputies had picked up the silent LoJack signal to a stolen 2003 Lincoln Navigator and tracked it to the Industry Hills area, notifying patrol units.  At that time, another LoJack vehicle had just been tracked and one of the deputies informed Air-7 that the Navigator had been recovered.  Air-7 left the area at which time a CHP Air Unit was observed hovering in the area of Gayle and Stimson Avenues.  The unit drove to the area of the orbiting CHP H-50 air unit and observed a black Lincoln Navigator behind a business.  Other units arrived at that location and observed a male walking by the Navigator dragging a tire jack.  When the suspect observed the deputies, he picked up a broom and pretended to be cleaning up.  This suspect was detained for investigation. The Lincoln Navigator had been stripped of numerous parts, which were identified by the owners when they arrived at the scene.  The suspect was later booked for Grand Theft Auto and Receiving Stolen Property. The owner of this vehicle had it equipped with a LoJack system in February 2003 at Galpin Jag, Lincoln, and Volvo.
On 5-1-08, detectives from the Los Angeles County Task Force for Regional Auto Theft were assigned a Fraud/ identity theft report involving a 2004 Lexus 300.  Apparently the dealer had been given two checks on a closed account as a down payment when the vehicle was sold to the suspect.  On 5-8-08, the investigation led to the vehicle being input into the SVS/NCIC system as stolen. Within a short time, officers and a detective from Brea Pd had tracked and located the vehicle in their city. TRAP detectives responded to a parking lot in the 275 hundred block of Valencia Ave and set up a surveillance. A short time later, a suspect matching the description walked to the vehicle. He was detained and identified as the listed suspect. Officers arrested the suspect without further incident. Evidence linking the suspect to this crime was located inside the vehicle.  The suspect was booked for several felonies and later charged. The vehicle was returned to the dealership. 

On 5-13-08, within three minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from LAPD Wilshire

Division picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1999 Chevrolet Tahoe. They tracked the signal to 28th Street and Norton Ave. where they observed the vehicle traveling with two male and two female suspects inside. When requested back-up units arrived, they conducted a high-risk traffic stop, taking all four suspects into custody. The officers’ investigation found the driver suspect was a named suspect on the original report and was arrested for 487 (D) PC (Grand Theft Auto) and for outstanding warrants. One of the female suspects gave the officers a false name but was discovered to have two outstanding warrants under her true name. The other male suspect also had several outstanding warrants for his arrest and the fourth suspect was questioned and released. Wilshire Detectives are investigating the case. 

On 5-13-08, deputies from the LASD Industry Station responded to obtain a stolen report from the owner of a 1994 Acura Legend. The suspect was the victim’s son who did not have permission to take the vehicle. As the deputy left the victim’s home, he picked up the silent signal of the stolen Acura and began tracking it.  Radioing to assisting units, he continued tracking until he observed the vehicle traveling S/B Workman Mill Rd. Assisting Detective units and other units arrived at which time the vehicle was stopped and five occupants detained.  Detectives questioned all occupants and later confirmed that one of the passengers was the suspect.  Both he and a female driver were arrested and later charged VC 10851 DWOC. The other occupants were released at the scene. The prior owners had LoJack installed in April 1997 at their request.

                         
On 5-20-08, within four minutes of the LoJack system activating, deputies flying LASD Air-22 picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1990 Honda Accord. They tracked the signal to the area of McNab Avenue and Rosecrans Blvd. They vectored in Bellflower Station units to the vehicle’s location. The deputies observed the vehicle being driven by one male suspect. They conducted a high-risk traffic stop, taking the suspect into custody. The suspect denied stealing the vehicle but did admit driving it knowing it had been stolen. The suspect was using a ground down wrench to start the vehicle. The deputies arrested the suspect for 10851 VC (Driving without Owners Consent). Bellflower Detectives are investigating the case. This was a used car sell installation. Since 2004, the vehicle has been stolen and recovered with LoJack four times, not all the same owners.

Between the dates 5-23-08 1900 hrs to 5-25-08 1730 hrs, unknown suspects entered the secured truck terminal yard, hot wired a 2008 Kenworth Tractor/Trailer carrying a load of rolled steel and also hot wired five other Kenworth Tractor/Trailers, crashed thru a gate and stole all of the vehicles and their loads.  Apparently an employee had observed one of the vehicles driving and was aware that all had been locked up on Friday the 23rd.  After notifying Long Beach PD, all of the six Kenworth Tractors/Trailer with loads were entered into the stolen system.  With in minutes of activation of the LoJack systems in five of the six Kenworth’s, (one of the vehicles not LoJack equipped) was being tracked by officers from the California Highway Patrol, Long Beach, LA County Sheriffs and many other agencies were picking up the signals all over the county.  All of the vehicles were eventually recovered within several hours of activation and only one vehicle was recovered with it’s load untouched.  The value of this recovery was in excess of $450,000.  CHP CTIP  (cargo theft unit) will be conducting a follow up investigation on this organized theft ring. # 326.

LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: 

On 5-20-08, officers from the Anaheim PD picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2001 Nissan Altima near the area of Broadway and Anaheim Blvd. After identifying the vehicle, they tracked it to an alley at Broadway and Atchison where they observed the vehicle with a suspect appearing to be looking for something under the hood.  CHP Air 50 was overhead circling which gave the idea that the suspect may have been looking for a tracking device.  As the officers walked up on the suspect, the suspect was caught by surprise and was taken into custody without further incident. The suspect was later booked VC10851 DWOC and the vehicle released back to the victim, undamaged.

On 05-27-08, a University of California Irvine Police Officer returned to his LoJack equipped vehicle after taking a crime report on campus. As he entered his vehicle he acquired the silent LoJack homing signal from a 1999 Mazda Protégé, which had been reported stolen to the Costa Mesa PD eight minutes earlier.  The officer was on the west end of the campus and initiated a broadcast of the LoJack hit and requested additional area police officers to assist in the tracking. He tracked the signal eastbound to the area of University and Michelson Drives, where he observed the stolen vehicle being driven by one male adult suspect. Requesting back up units, he followed the suspect, who proceeded eastbound on University Drive and entered the southbound 405 Freeway.  Costa Mesa PD Air “EAGLE” and additional ground units from U.C. Irvine and Irvine PD responded to assist. As soon as back up units arrived, they conducted a high-risk vehicle stop on the freeway at Shady Canyon, where the suspect was taken into custody without incident. He was arrested for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property. The undamaged vehicle was later towed and stored. To my knowledge this is the first LoJack tracking and arrest for UC Irvine PD. 

LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: 
On 05-15-08, within one hour of being activated, a riverside Sheriff’s Deputy in the vicinity of the 215 Freeway and Nuevo Road picked up the silent LoJack homing signal from the 2003 Cadillac Escalade, which had been reported stolen to the Riverside Police Department. Other deputies as well as Sheriff’s Flight Deputies flying “STAR-93’ also picked up the signal. Through a team effort the signal was tracked and isolated to a hilly region in the unincorporated area of Perris. The signal was “pinpointed” to a residence on the hill and a K-9 Unit located the vehicle, which had been partially stripped of the wheels and tires, two removed and a third hanging on the lugs. “STAR-93” and ground units then observed the tires and chrome rims inside the fence at a property in the 22700 block of Aloha. Also observed on the property was a trailer at the S/W corner. The property owners exited the residence and stated that they heard the helicopter and saw the police. When asked about the trailer they indicated that one male adult occupied it. Deputies approached and observed a male run through the trailer and hide in a bedroom (seen through a window). He was ordered out and detained. He stated that no one else was inside, but during a search (officer safety) two additional brothers were located. The first suspect was on active probation and subject to a probation search. The residence was searched and a loaded .22 caliber sawed off rifle and butterfly-folding knife (both illegal to possess) were recovered. When interviewed one of the brothers stated they had returned to the location and saw  “The Ghetto-Bird” (street slang for the sheriff’s helicopter). They all took showers as not to appear sweaty and suspicious. All three were arrested and charged with Possession of Stolen Property and Possession of an illegal firearm. After the vehicle and tires were processed as evidence the vehicle was towed and stored.  
LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO: 

On 05-07-08, the victims of a residential burglary reported their 2006 Chevrolet Silverado Truck stolen the San Bernardino Police Department and within fifteen minutes of being activated, San Bernardino PD Officers picked up the silent LoJack homing signal in the North Park area near the State University. SBPD Helicopter “Air-1” also picked up the signal and began tracking it to a residential area. The flight officers located it in that area and observed two male suspects exit and run on foot. As ground units were responding to the area the driver suspect returned to it and sped off southbound on University Parkway. Observed by responding ground units who attempted a vehicle stop, but the suspect failed to comply. Following a lengthily vehicle pursuit, which terminated back toward downtown San Bernardino, with the suspect colliding with a curb and taking foot bail again. He was finally apprehended (following a brief resistance) to the rear of a business in the 2300 block of North “D” Street. The suspect, also a parolee at large (PAL), was arrested for Parole Violation, Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property, Felony Evading and Resisting Arrest. The passenger suspect eluded capture, but if true to form will be arrested in the future. The vehicle, which sustained minor traffic accident damage, was processed for evidence and towed and stored.      
On 05-15-08, within nine minutes of being activated, a San Bernardino Police Officer was in the vicinity of Evans and Crestview, and acquired the silent homing signal from the stolen 2000 Honda Civic, which had been reported the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Walnut Station. When the officer picked up the signal it was at maximum strength, indicating that the stolen vehicle was very close by. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied, just a short distance away. Surveillance was established and Detectives from SANCATT (San Bernardino County Auto Theft Taskforce) responded and assumed the investigation. Within approximately twenty minutes, a male adult suspect approached and entered the vehicle. He drove off westbound then made a “U” turn back eastbound on Evans Street. The units conducted a felony vehicle stop taking the suspect into custody without incident. It was also determined that he was a Parolee at Large (PAL) and in possession of a large quantity of Methamphetamine. He was arrested for Parole Violation, Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property and Methamphetamine. The partially damaged and stripped vehicle was later towed and stored.  

0n 05-20-08, within five minutes of activation, San Bernardino PD Officers acquired the silent LoJack homing signal from the 2001 GMC Sierra, which had been reported stolen to the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Victor Valley Station and also included the description of two “named” female suspects in the theft. The officer who acquired the signal first was at 30th and “E” Street’s. She initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and her location. Requesting additional units to assist in the tracking she began tracking the signal in a southbound direction. A responding Motor Officer was at “E” Street and Highland Avenue and observed the stolen vehicle parked in a strip mall at the S/W corner, which was occupied by three female suspects. With the assistance of additional units the three were taken into custody without incident, two of which were the named suspects. SANCATT Detectives who had received information on the theft from another SANCATT Detective assigned to the high desert area, were staked out on a possible location that the suspects might be headed. SANCATT Detectives responded to the location and assumed the investigation. All three suspects were arrested and booked for Auto Theft, and Possession of a Stolen Vehicle. The vehicle, which was partially stripped, was towed and stored.   

On 05-25-08, within four minutes of activation, Montclair Police Officers acquired the silent LoJack homing signal from the 2003 Toyota Tacoma, which had just been taken in a “Car Jack”. The officer who first picked up the signal was in the City of Ontario at “I” Street and Elderberry. The signal was almost at its maximum strength and the stolen vehicle was quickly located adjacent to a school in the immediate area. Two male suspects, one adult and one juvenile, were standing in close proximity to the vehicle and matched the description of the car jacking suspects. Both suspects were detained and during the investigation officers located a crowbar (weapon in car jack) used to smash the victims window, the victim’s cell phone and the keys to the stolen truck. Also determined that the suspects had burglarized several other vehicles at the location. The male adult suspect was a parolee at large (PAL). The victim was transported to the scene and after being admonished of the field show up procedure, made a positive identification of the suspects. Both were arrested for Car Jack, Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property, Burglary from a Motor Vehicle and the adult for Parole Violation. The vehicle was released back to the victim after being processed for evidence. 

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 

On 05-02-08 a Chula Vista Police Officer was on patrol on Nolan Avenue, when he received the silent code of a stolen 2004 Ford F250. He followed the signal to Naples St. Because the stolen vehicle was being driven at the time, the officer had to make several turns before he spotted the vehicle exiting a mall in the 400 block of Telegraph Canyon Road. He followed the vehicle until cover units arrived at which time the suspect was entering the Interstate 805 Freeway to go southbound. When the driver was asked about the vehicle, he said he had borrowed it from a friend and was going to get some car parts. When the friend didn’t meet him at the wrecking yard, he decided to go to Tijuana. The officer noted that the driver’s door lock had been removed, and the key in the ignition was not needed to operate the vehicle. A second key on the key ring was completely “shaved”. The suspect was arrested for operating a stolen vehicle and the truck was recovered with minimal damage. The LoJack had been installed by the dealership in June of 2004 at the original owner’s request.
After the owners reported their vehicle stolen to law enforcement, the vehicle information was entered into the NCIC police computer.  This routine police action automatically activated the LoJack transponder concealed in the vehicle. On 05-10-08, two San Diego Police Officers assigned to Southeastern Division were on patrol when they received the silent code of a stolen 2003 MBZ C24. They tracked the signal for a short distance and observed the car parked in the 700 block of Arroyo Seco St. As they approached the vehicle they saw two suspects seated in the vehicle that were detained. The car had been reported stolen to Chula Vista Police Department as the result of a home burglary. As a result of an interrogation, the suspects admitted their crimes and the rest of the stolen property was recovered. The suspects were arrested and booked, and the car was recovered without sustaining any damage. The LoJack had been installed by the dealership in December of 2002 at the original owner’s request.

On 05-20-08, a San Diego Police Officer assigned to Central Division was advised of a stolen vehicle with LoJack was in the area of Interstate 5 and Grape St. He proceeded to the area and picked up the silent code of a stolen 1997 Honda Accord. After a few minutes of tracking he observed the vehicle exiting a parking lot on Pacific Coast Highway. When the suspect saw the patrol car, he drove into opposing traffic on PCH and then into a hotel parking lot. The suspect exited the vehicle and dove through a window into the hotel and then climbed onto a building adjacent to the hotel. By this time other units had set up a perimeter. Because the suspect was not willing to come down off the roof, the Fire Department was called to respond so their ladder could be used to gain access to the roof. When the ladder was being put in place, the suspect threw one of his shoes at the fire personnel. After talking to the suspect, he agreed to being taken into custody. The suspect was later booked for numerous charges relating to the theft and evasion. The LoJack had been installed by the dealership in February of 2001 at the owner’s request.

On 05-20-08, San Diego County Sheriff’s air ASTREA 1 was on routine patrol when they received the silent code of a stolen 1995 Honda approximately thirty minutes after it had been reported stolen. They located the vehicle in the 2000 block of Sweetwater RD. in Spring Valley. The area Auto Theft Detective responded to the area and set up surveillance of the vehicle. Approximately two hours later, a suspect came out of a house, entered the stolen vehicle and drove away. As the detective was advising patrol units of his location, the suspect sped off and was out of sight of the detective for a short time. The detective knew there was only one way out of the area the suspect had driven into, and as he waited the suspect approached his location and fled on foot. A few minutes later another patrol deputy apprehended the suspect a short distance away. The suspect was arrested for auto theft and the car was recovered without sustaining any damage. The LoJack had been installed by the dealership in March of 1995 at the original owner’s request.
LoJack of VENTURA COUNTY:  

On 04-15-08, Ventura Police Department Detectives with a portable LoJack Tracking Computer, picked up the silent LoJack homing signal from the stolen 1998 Nissan Maxima, which had been reported to the Ventura Sheriff’s Department earlier that day. The detectives tracked the vehicle and observed it parked, unoccupied, in front of a residence in the area of Casitas Vista Road and Camp Chaffee. Surveillance was established and a short time later the vehicle was observed traveling, occupied by two suspects. A high-risk traffic stop was conducted and the suspects were taken into custody without incident. The on-scene investigation determined that the suspects used a “shaved key” to start the vehicle. They were both arrested and charged with Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property. Ventura PD Auto Detectives are conducting the follow-up investigation, and the undamaged vehicle was towed and stored.  

MEXICO RECOVERIES: During the month of May 2008, there were 22 US LoJack equipped stolen vehicles recovered in Mexico.

On 05/28/08, Detectives from the CHP VENCATT (Auto Theft Taskforce) notified LoJack that the stolen vehicle (2005 Nissan) crossed the Mexico boarder into Tujunga on 05/26/08, two days before the vehicle was reported stolen by the owner.  LoJack Mexico Border Liaison was notified. On 05/28/08, at 1540 hours, the Mexico Federal Group picked up the silent LoJack homing signal from the 2005 Nissan Armada with their Portable LoJack Police Tracking Computer. The Federal Group tracked the vehicle to a public parking lot in Tijuana Mexico, were the vehicle was recovered and impounded for safekeeping. 
