To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for June 2007, Southern California:

During the month of June there were:526 countable  “activations”. 

 (Los Angeles Co.=284; Orange Co. =42; San Diego Co. =110; San Bernardino Co. =38; Riverside Co. =46; Ventura Co. =5 Santa Barbara Co. =1; Imperial Co. =0; San Luis Obispo Co.=0 

Total number of activations since system in operation   (1990) in Southern California 33255
Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California: 295 
HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF JUNE 2007: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY:

On June 4, 2007, the owner of a 1998 Infiniti I30 reported to Beverly Hills Police Department (Southern California), that their vehicle had been stolen sometime in the previous 24 hours.  

At 10:45 am on the 4th, Santa Clara RATTF (Santa Clara Regional Auto Theft Task Force) Multi-Jurisdictional Officers received and tracked the silent LoJack signal from the stolen Infiniti with their LoJack Police Tracking Computer, to a motel in San Jose California.  Officers determined who had driven the stolen car and arrested the driver and passenger inside one of the motel rooms.  It seems that the suspect and his girlfriend were in Southern California and needed transportation to a court in San Jose where the suspect’s girlfriend had a scheduled court appearance.  The suspect admitted to stealing the car to drive to San Jose.  The suspect was arrested for Auto Theft and Violation of Parole.  The girlfriend made her scheduled court appearance plus one other unscheduled appearance for Auto Theft.  Beverly Hills PD was notified of the vehicles recovery and in turn notified the victim.

Total recovery time>>>Less than 1 hours from time of Police Report.

On 6-4-07, within sixteen minutes of the LoJack system activating, law enforcement agencies were picking up the signal from the victim’s stolen 2005 Audi AA4. An officer from the CHP LA also picked up the signal and tracked it to a fast food restaurant at Washington Blvd. and Olive Street, where he observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officer requested back up and quickly set up a surveillance of the location. As the back up units arrived they observed two female suspects enter the vehicle and started backing out, they were quickly apprehended. The officers, utilizing excellent interviewing skills, soon had the suspects giving them the identification and location of the two male suspects who had burglarized the victim’s residence. Armed with the suspects’ information, the ISU Warrant service Team went to the location, apprehended both male suspects along with some of the victim’s stolen property, several firearms and drugs. During the course of their investigation, the officers were able to link the suspects to a crime spree involving several other crimes. All the suspects were arrested on a variety of charges from 459 PC Burglary to 11350 H&S (Drug Poss.). The CHP ISU Detectives, with help from LAPD Northeast Detectives, are investigating the case.

LOJACK INTRANSIT
 Los Angeles County TRAP identifies 12 stolen vehicles.  Arrest four suspects for 10801 VC (Chop Shop) On 6/6/07, Detectives from Los Angeles County TRAP West Team (Taskforce for Regional Auto Theft Prevention) obtained information in regards to a stolen 1993 Porsche 911, stolen out of LAPD West Los Angeles DR# 07-0813074. Detectives discovered this vehicle in North Hollywood, parked on the street. West TRAP conducted surveillance and installed a new LoJack Intransit tracking device. The computer was tracking the vehicle when it moved to a business located at 11000 block of Sherman Way. This vehicle was dismantled inside the business and the parts were taken to a Dismantling Shop in the 9800 block of Glenoaks Blvd, Sun Valley.  A search warrant was written for seven locations.  
On Friday 6/8/07, Detectives from all of the TRAP teams assisted in the service of this search warrant. The body of the stolen Porsche was recovered inside the business in the 11000 block of Sherman Way. The business owner was arrested at his home, and later booked for Operating a Chop Shop. The interior parts to the Porsche, along with other vehicle parts, which had the numbers removed were recovered inside a Dismantling Business in the 9800 block of Glenoaks.

The owner of the business (9800 block Glenoaks) was arrested at his home, and was later booked for Operating a Chop Shop.  A six-location search warrant was served along with a search of a Yellow GMC Bobtail truck, across the street from 9800 block of Glenoaks Blvd, Sun Valley.  A VIN switched 2001 Chevy Tahoe, which was stolen out of LAPD North Hollywood on 1-26-07 DR# 07-1505866 was recovered at the house.  A total of six vehicles were impounded in connection with this case. Suspects 1-2 CHRG: 10801(C) VC (operating a chop shop),  (This is Chop Shop number 293 for LoJack Southern California Operations). 

On 6-19-07, The West team conducted a follow-up from the chop shop at Vineland and Sherman Way to an Auto Wrecking shop in the 12300 block of Branford Street, Sun Valley. Investigators uncovered an insurance fraud in progress.  Suspects were leaving the wrecking yard with a cut-up 2002 Mercedes s-500 at the time of the 2805 VC inspection (business Inspection).  The other dismantled parts to the vehicle were located in a spray booth in the back of the business.  

The further inspection revealed numerous body parts missing, VIN numbers, and identified five different stolen vehicle component parts.  Detectives recovered engines and transmissions with ground up identification numbers. The registered owner to the vehicle was contacted via her parents who said that her daughter was currently driving the Mercedes and would meet with investigators later. (She reported the car stolen that evening). Detectives arrested the owner and son for  “Chop Shop Operation” 10801 VC. (This is Chop Shop number 294 for LoJack Southern California Operations).
The owners of the business had no records of where the Mercedes came from and the vehicle had no collision damage. On 6-22-07, detectives discovered there were two other stolen engines and one other stolen transmission that were later identified and returned to Auto Wrecking shop and recovered the above stolen vehicle components. In addition to this case, TRAP is pursuing the insurance fraud on the chopped up Mercedes as well.

On 06-09-07, the victim returned home to find his residence had been burglarized, property taken and both his vehicles stolen. Upon discovery of the crime, victim notified police who, after processing the stolen report entered the Toyota information into the law enforcement statewide stolen vehicle system (SVS/NCIC) computer. Officers from LAPD WLA Division picked up the LoJack signal on the victim’s stolen 2005 Toyota Camry. The officers tracked the signal to Overland Ave. and Santa Monica Blvd where they observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officer’s set up surveillance of the vehicle and within a few minutes, they observed a female and male suspect approach the vehicle. The female suspect started to enter the vehicle at the driver’s door side as the male suspect walked around the rear to the passenger door. The male suspect observed the officers as they approached and took off running. The officers gave chase and both suspects were eventually taken into custody. The suspects were interviewed by the officers and admitted committing the burglary. The officers searched the hotel the suspect were staying at and recovered some of the victim’s stolen property, numerous stolen credit cards, counterfeit US currency, Methamphetamine and a rifle. The suspects identified other suspects involved and gave the locations of two other stolen vehicles. The male suspect also admitted to being a gang member. The suspects were arrested on a variety of charges from 496 PC (Receiving Stolen Property) to 11378 H&S (Possession Methamphetamine for Sale). Detectives from WLA Division and Santa Monica PD are conducting the investigation. 

On 06-07-07, three 2006 Toyota Fork Lifts (PIN’s 83582, 83497 & 83556) plus a non LoJack 2006 Toyota Fork Lift (64182) were last seen at the Las Vegas Convention & Visitor’s Authority. The Fork Lifts were discovered missing on 06/12/07, after the convention had shut down. Hertz contacted LVMPD and filed the stolen reports. Within the hour LA County TRAP and Anaheim PD were tracking all three Fork Lifts. 

On 06-12-07, Detectives from TRAP (Los Angeles County Auto Theft Taskforce) picked up a silent signal from the two stolen 2006 Toyota Fork Lifts (83582 & 83497) on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer while conducting auto theft investigations. Additional detectives from the Los Angeles County T.R.A.P. West Team (Taskforce for Regional Auto theft Prevention) responded to the location near the Van Nuys County Court House to assist in the tracking.  TRAP detectives found an additional stolen 2006 Toyota Fork Lift (64182) also stolen from Las Vegas, NV. Follow-up investigation led to the identification of one suspect.   Anaheim PD tracked and recovered the third LoJack equipped 2006 Toyota Fork Lift (83556). Total value estimated at $ 67,500.00. Detectives from TRAP have classified this incident as a “Theft Ring” (number 292 for LoJack).
On 06-20-07, the victim a “Car Jacking” notified police, who entered the Mitsubishi information into the law enforcement statewide stolen vehicle system (SVS) computer. LASD “Air 29” flight deputies picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1998 Mitsubishi Eclipse on their on-board LoJack tracking computer (15 minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties. The flight deputies broadcasted the location and a description of the stolen vehicle to ground units in the area. Deputies from Lancaster station responded to the area.  The deputies located the stolen vehicle and the suspect in the area of Ave J 12 and Brandon Thomas Drive. The deputies took the suspect into custody for 215 PC (Car Jacking), Kidnapping, and false imprisonment, without incident. The victim was released prior to the deputies’ arrival. Detectives from LASD Lancaster Station are handling this investigation.

On 06-26-07, LAPD Van Nuys patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2002 Chevrolet Blazer on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer (seven minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties. The officers requested an air unit to respond to the area of Sherman Way and Sepulveda Blvd. “Air 10” observed the vehicle traveling W/B on Sherman Way and advised ground units that the vehicle was now stopped, and that the suspect was out of the vehicle. Patrol officers arrived at the location and took the suspect into custody for 487 PC (GTA) without incident. The suspect was on felony probation for auto theft. Detectives from LAPD Van Nuys Division are handling the investigation. 

LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY:

On 6-30-07, the owner of a 2007 Mercedes 550 had a party at their home and apparently one of the party goers decided he needed to steal a vehicle to drive home.  A short time after the report was initiated, the LoJack silent signal was picked up by Laguna PD Officers and after obtaining the identification of the LoJack signal, the officers tracked and located the vehicle parked in a residential area in the 1000 block of Canyon Field. The officers began their investigation knocking on residential doors until they came in contact with one of the partygoers.  This suspect had the vehicle keys in his possession and was arrested and booked for VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was soon returned to the owner, undamaged. Case referred to station detectives.

LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY:

On 06-05-07, Riverside Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to the Moreno Valley Station, acquired the LoJack activation from the stolen 2006 MELROE Skid Steer, which had been reported to the Riverside Sheriff’s Perris Station. They picked up the signal, within twenty minutes of activation, and tracked it to a residence in the 13700 block of Edgemont Street. The stolen equipment was located on a Ford flatbed truck parked in the driveway. Four male adult suspects were detained for investigation and it was determined that one of them had driven the truck to the location. Permission was granted for the deputies to search that suspect’s bedroom for the keys to the truck. While do so, the deputies recovered a baggie containing Methamphetamine and a clear glass pipe, also recovered was a large 100 round “drum magazine” with ammo. The two suspects who had control of this room were arrested, one for Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Possession of Methamphetamine, and Dangerous Weapons. The other admitted to driving the truck and was arrested for Possession of Stolen Property. The undamaged vehicle was later returned to the owner and the additional possible suspects were questioned and released.





LoJack of SANTA BARBARA COUNTY: None reported for this month.
LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY:

On 06-12-07, within seventeen minutes of activation, Ontario PD officers picked up the silent LoJack signal from the Riverside PD stolen 1999 Honda Civic. Ontario PD Flight Officers flying helicopter “Air-30” monitored the broadcast and went airborne. Upon liftoff, they too acquired the LoJack signal, which they tracked to the vicinity of Holt Boulevard and Sultana. “Air-30” observed the stolen vehicle W/B on Holt Boulevard and directed the responding ground units to the vehicle. A vehicle stop was attempted, but the suspect accelerated and a pursuit ensued. The suspect, a male adult, ditched the vehicle in the soft dirt next to the railroad tracks and ran into a business in the 1300 block of West Brooks Street. Once inside he altered his appearance and exited the location. He tried to blend in with the crowd that had gathered, but was pointed out by an employee of the business. He was taken into custody and arrested for Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property and Assault with a Deadly Weapon (the vehicle) on a Police Officer as he had rammed the stolen vehicle into a police unit during the pursuit. The damaged vehicle was towed and stored.





 

On 6-8-07, an officer from the Chino Pd picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2004 Hyster Fork Lift shortly after taking the report from the victim and having it entered into the stolen system.  After identifying the LoJack reply code, he tracked the signal to the 13000 block of Tenth St where he observed a trailer sitting in a driveway with a large object on it covered with a tarp. Another officer who approached from the rear of the location, observed a male and female run from the property. The officers checked the object under the tarp and found it to be the stolen Fork Lift that had its stickers removed and also had been painted with primer. Detectives were notified and responded to the location.  A short time later, a male subject arrived and it was determined that he lived at the location.  When questioned, he indicated that he had met a male who rented it the forklift to him for $100.00. According to the suspect, he indicated that this person, who he had no way to contact, never returned to pick it up.  Detectives received permission to search the property and later located a large amount of Marijuana and other drugs. The suspect was arrested and booked for receiving stolen property and for Possession of Marijuana for sale. The forklift was later returned to the victim’s. 

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY:

On 06-06-07, a San Diego County Sheriffs’ Deputy assigned to the Encinitas station took a stolen report on a 2006 MBZ that had been taken from 19th St. and Santa Fe Ave. in Del Mar. Approximately five minutes after the report was entered into the Stolen Vehicle System, the deputy received the silent code of the stolen car.

He tracked the signal for approximately two miles and observed the vehicle parked on Del Mar Downs Ave. in Solana Beach. With the assistance of another deputy, surveillance was set up on the vehicle. A short time later, two male suspects arrived in another car and approached the vehicle. Both suspects were detained and questioned about their actions. Through statements and evidence, it was determined that the suspects had observed the keys on top of the wheel of the MBZ and had stolen the car using the ignition keys. Other property in the suspect’s cars helped clear other car burglaries in the area. Additional information of the suspects showed that they were both on parole and had been previously deported. The suspects were booked for auto-theft and related charges to the burglaries. The vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage.

On 06-20-07, the owner of the 2005 Big Bad Dog custom motorcycle found his motorcycle had been stolen, he reported it to police, which, happened to be one year to the day of when he had his LoJack installed. Two San Diego Police detectives were in a marked LoJack equipped patrol car when they received the silent code of the stolen 2005 Big Bad Dog motorcycle. Shortly thereafter, San Diego Police air ABLE also picked up the signal which the two tracked to the 3900 block of Ardmore Street. After determining the signal was coming from a private garage, the owner was contacted who allowed the detectives to look in the garage and observe the motorcycle under a blanket. Seeing other motorcycle parts in the area, an auto theft detective was called and ultimately obtained a search warrant for the property. As a result of the search, the suspect was arrested and the investigation is continuing regarding the other motorcycle parts found in the garage. The suspect has served time for auto theft and has been the recipient of two past search warrants served on his property.

On 06-20-07, at approximately 0305 hours the victim received a LoJack Early Warning call that his 2004 Yamaha R-6 motorcycle was being moved. He confirmed that it had been stolen and notified the police, who took a stolen report. On 06-20-07, San Diego Police Auto Theft Unit, and California Highway Patrol Border Division ISU, was on a joint operation when a San Diego Sergeant monitored that San Diego Police Southeastern units were receiving the silent code of the stolen motorcycle. He and another Detective, in unmarked cars with LoJack tracking capabilities, tracked the signal to the San Diego/Spring Valley area where they observed the motorcycle parked in a gated community. The investigators maintained surveillance for a short while, before a suspect approached the motorcycle, which was detained and questioned. During an interview, the suspect admitted that he had stolen the motorcycle, with the intention of taking it to Mexico. The suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft, and the motorcycle was stored for safekeeping.

On 06-25-07, the victim discovered that his 2006 Suzuki GS1 motorcycle had been stolen and he reported it to the police. Approximately 20 minutes later San Diego Police ground and air units started tracking the signal approximately ten miles from where it had been stolen. After some time, it was determined the motorcycle was in the back yard of a house in the 8600 block of Fensmuir St. A record check showed that the occupant of the house was on probation and had a fourth wavier. Officers knocked on the door, which was answered by the suspect. He stated that the person on probation didn’t live there anymore, but he allowed the officers to check the house and back yard. The stolen motorcycle was found in the back yard under a tarp, and another partially disassembled motorcycle was located that was also stolen. The stolen motorcycles were recovered and several motorcycle parts and plastic were impounded for investigation. The suspect was arrested for auto theft and operating a chop shop. This is Chop Shop #295 for LoJack Southern California operations.
No notable activities reported during the month of June in LoJack of SAN LUIS OSBISPO COUNTY

LoJack of IMPERIAL COUNTY and LoJack of VENTURA COUNTY.
LoJack of Mexico:

On 06-06-07, two California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison Investigators were in Tecate, Baja California, Mexico, to conduct training to the Mexico State Judicial Officers when they received the silent LoJack signal   of a stolen Honda Civic. Because the State Judicial Officers were waiting for them, they continued on to their meeting. After the training, all the Officers and Investigators proceeded to find the vehicle and the silent code was again picked up. After tracking for a few minutes, the car was observed being operated with three occupants inside. The Mexico State Judicial Officers made a traffic stop and the three suspects were later incarcerated for auto theft. One of the suspects gave information about another stolen vehicle that was at their home. That vehicle was also recovered. Both vehicles were stored to be processed before being returned to the United States. 
When the owner found that her Ford F250 truck had been stolen from the parking lot, she called the police to report the theft and told them she had LoJack. The police immediately entered the vehicle in the stolen vehicle system and dispatched an officer to take a stolen report. Within 15 minutes, the Law Enforcement Liaison (LE) for Carmart (LoJack of Mexico) called a LE for LoJack stating he was receiving the code in Tijuana. In a few minutes he called back and said he could see the vehicle and there were two suspects with the stolen Ford F250. Further, that he was calling the Federal Group to make the apprehension and would need a copy of the report for the Federal Group to incarcerate the suspects. When a call was made to the police department to make a request for the report, it was found that the officer was still at the scene taking the signed report. After approximately thirty more minutes, the officer returned to the station and faxed a copy of the signed stolen report to the Federal authorities in Tijuana. With the document in hand, the Federal Group arrested two suspects and recovered the vehicle to be processed for return to the United States.
Nineteen (19) LoJack equipped vehicles stolen from the United States were recovered from Mexico during the month of June 2007. 

