
To:

ALL LOJACK/SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:

Ted Saraf, Director, Law Enforcement Relations



LoJack Corporation – So. California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for August, 2002 Southern California:
During the month of August, there were 222 countable" activations” 

 (Los Angeles Co 149=San Diego Co =32; Orange Co =12; San Bernardino = 17; Riverside Co =8; Ventura Co =4; Imperial Co=0).

Number of activations for this calender year to date So CA (2002)= 1718
Total number of activations last calender year= 2142
Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) So. CA=12686
Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system So. CA= 154





Northern California

Total number of activations since system in operation 3/2000 No. CA=429

During the month of August there were (20) No. California countable “activations”

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF August, 2002


LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: On 8-2-02, within 38 minutes of entry, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s “Air-24” flight deputies picked up the silent signal of a “Car Jacked” stolen 2001 BMW 330 while patrolling the area of the 91 Freeway and Lakewood Blvd. The flight crew continued tracking the signal approximately ten miles until they localized in the City of La Mirada. Ground units from the LASD Norwalk Station and Whittier PD responded to the area and were able to track the vehicle to a hidden area of a large mall. Deputies observed the stolen BMW with its doors, hood and trunk open. As they approached, they observed two males, one who which matched the description of the “Car Jack” suspect, stripping the vehicle. Upon seeing the deputies, the suspects fled on foot over a brick wall. 



Numerous deputies and officers set up containment as the deputies chased the suspects. One suspect was apprehended within minutes. The second suspect fled into the mall area. “Air-24” utilizing their PA system, broadcasted to citizens below, the description of the suspect, and with their assistance, the citizens led deputies to the area where the suspect was hiding, resulting in the arrest of the suspect without further incident. The property taken from the BMW was recovered in the suspect’s personal vehicle as well as an air pistol resembling a .45 Cal semi auto.  Both suspects were booked for PC 215 armed “Car Jack”. The vehicle was later released after processing with the only damage being the removal of the car stereo.

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: On 8-8-02, the owners of a 99 Massy Ferguson Front Loader reported their loader stolen from a construction site off of
State Route 125 and Navajo Rd. The loader was last seen last night and secured at the location. Officers from the California Highway Patrol (CHP El Cajon office) entered the stolen information into NCIC. Approximately seven minutes later, San Diego PD Air "ABLE-1" flight officers picked up the silent signal while flying near the downtown area and broadcasted this to area units. Ground units from Central, Mid City and Southeastern Divisions began tracking the signal and were assisted by "ABLE-1", who located the Front Loader parked in a Car/Heavy Equipment sales lot in the 6000 block of Federal, S/E San Diego. Officers contacted the owner of the property who related he had taken the item in on consignment. When checking out his story, the officers learned the story was false. The owner of the business was arrested and booked for Grand Theft and Receiving Stolen Property. In addition to this recovered front loader, a stolen Ingersoll Bob Cat was also recovered from the property with it's serial numbers removed. Detectives from the Southern Division are continuing their investigation. 

LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY: On 08-20-02, a CHP unit assigned to the Barstow Station picked up the silent signal from the stolen 2001 Audi AA6, stolen from LAPD Harbor Division. The unit was S/B I-15 on Halloran Summit, which is north of the City of Baker, Ca. (the last city between the California/Nevada State borders) when he received the activation. A broadcast of the stolen vehicle information was initiated, indicating the signal direction and location. Two additional CHP units established a surveillance location at Bailey Road (mile marker 167), approximately thirty miles north of the original activation. Within ten minutes, the officers observed the described stolen vehicle, being driven by one male adult suspect. Confirming the stolen vehicle status via license plate, the officers conducted a high-risk vehicle stop at a brake check location. The suspect was taken into custody without incident and arrested for autotheft and receiving stolen property. Also in his possession were several credit cards with different names. Additional follow-up investigation will determine if these were also stolen. The vehicle was impounded with no damage.
 

LoJack of RIVERSIDE: On 08-12-02, a sergeant from Hemet PD, acquired the activation on a stolen 1996 Nissan Maxima from their department. The sergeant picked up the signal, which had already “localized”, in the 300 block of South Gilbert Street. Requesting additional units to assist, they tracked and located the vehicle in the 700 block of Gilbert Street parked, unoccupied, in front of a residence. The units established surveillance on the vehicle and within fifteen minutes, observed two male adult suspects approach and enter the vehicle. The suspects drove off N/B, where the officers conducted a vehicle stop, taking them into custody without incident. Following their investigation the driver was arrested for 10851(a) VC (DWOC). The passenger was released following questioning and the vehicle was impounded with no damage.


LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY, VENTURA COUNTY and IMPERIAL COUNTY, no notable activities. 

MEXICO RECOVERIES: The California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit recovered eight (8) LoJack equipped stolen vehicles from Mexico during the month of August.  

On 8-26-02, an owner of a 2002 Peterbuilt truck, reported his vehicle stolen from the 1200 block of  Wholesale St the City of Los Angeles. The vehicle had been taken sometime between Saturday night and Monday morning when it was discovered missing.  The vehicle was entered into NCIC by LAPD Central Division. On 8-27-02, the silent signal was picked up by the California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison officers who had entered Tijuana Mexico for the purpose of tracking LoJack stolens and recovery of other stolens, non LoJack equipped.  CHP Mexico Liaison R. Martinez, and S. Flores teamed up with State Judicial Commander L. Vargas and two other State Judicial agents, tracking this Peterbuilt. As they arrived at the location, they observed three males in the process of re-stamping the frame numbers. The Peterbuilt had already been Vin switched, and was Mexico DMV registered with Mexico plates.  Attached to the Peterbuilt was a Ryder Refer Trailer that was an unreported stolen from a Los Angeles produce company who had rented the trailer from Ryder. The three males were taken into custody by the State Judicial authorities and were booked into the local Tijuana Mexico jail. The case will be presented to the State Attorney for prosecution. According the CHP officers, the Peterbuilt and trailer were headed for the Mexico interior with a full load of fish and shrimp.

The vehicles will be returned to their owners. Total value of recovery estimated at $153,000.00


NORTHERN CALIFORNIA


On 8-16-02, officers from the Pittsburgh PD picked up the silent code of a Pleasanton PD stolen 2000 Honda Civic and tracked it to a residence in their city. The officers received consent to search the resident and located the stolen vehicle, which was in the process of being stripped. Two suspects were taken into custody without further incident and booked in connection with the theft. 

Agencies posting custody incidents at termination of tracking were as follows: On 7-24-02, LAPD “Air-18” flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 1995 Acura Integra and tracked it to the 1700 block of 51St Place. Ground units from the 77th St Division responded. This investigation led to the recovery of five stolen vehicles, one of which was cut up in pieces. In addition, two other vehicles on the property were impounded as evidence due to the fact stolen parts were inside them. Additionally, the officers found property, license plates and registration belonging to nine other victim’s which were connected with other stolen vehicles. Detectives from LAPD BADCATS were notified and have assumed the investigation.  It should be noted that the Acura Integra, which led authorities to this location, was the second time it had been stolen and recovered by LoJack in one week. Detectives have classified this incident as a “Chop Shop”, (#154 for LoJack system)


On 8-1-02, minutes after activation, Glendale PD officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 2002 Toyota Solara in the area of the 134 Freeway and Glendale Blvd. The signal indicated the vehicle was E/B on the 134 Freeway headed towards Pasadena. The officers entered on the freeway and as they caught up to the vehicle, the suspect sped away and a pursuit ensued. 


The stolen Toyota exited Colorado Blvd/ Orange Grove Blvd where the driver bailed from the vehicle and fled on foot. The area was contained by assisting officers including Pasadena PD officers. With the aid Glendale “Air 101” and a Pasadena Canine, the suspect was tracked to the 400 block of De La Rosa St where the suspect was found hiding under a house. Refusing to comply with the canine officer’s commands, the suspect was extricated by the canine and placed under arrest without further incident. The suspect, a Juvenile, was detained at the Glendale PD for further investigation and later transported to Juvenile Hall. The vehicle was impounded and undamaged.

On 8-2-02, Long Beach PD “Air-FOX” flight officers picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1997 Toyota Tacoma truck while patrolling west Long Beach area. Within minutes, Air-FOX, with the assistance of ground units from West Division, located the vehicle parked at on Pine Ave N of 20th St. The ground units set surveillance on the vehicle and within fifteen minutes, observed a male adult approach the vehicle from across the street and enter. The officers deployed on the vehicle and arrested the suspect without incident. The suspect was booked for vehicle theft and the vehicle was impounded, undamaged.


On 8-2-02, officers from the LAPD Northeast Division picked up the silent code of a stolen 1995 Honda Civic and tracked it to the 5100 block of Maison Ave, in the Eagle Rock area. The officers pinpointed the signal coming from inside a garage of a residence. A field investigation identified a possible suspect who was a son of the resident. The officers attempted contact with anyone inside the location, but received no response. Detectives from the Northeast Division were notified as well as T.R.A.P. West Team detectives. Within a few minutes of arrival of the T.R.A.P. detectives, the resident came home and was contacted by the investigation officers. A consent to search was given by the resident and the Honda was found inside the garage, partially stripped. The vehicle was processed as evidence and impounded for further investigation. A warrant will be sought for the suspect who has vehicle theft priors.


On 8-5-02, an officer from the LAPD Hollywood Division picked up the silent code as he exited the parking lot of the station. LAPD “Air-10” flight officers who also picked up the signal responded to the area of Gardner Ave and Fountain St and began tracking the signal. “Air-10” flight officers directed ground units to the area when one of the units observed the vehicle travelling E/B on Sunset Blvd. A felony traffic stop was initiated at Alta Vista and Sunset Blvd where the suspect was arrested without further incident. A field investigation revealed the suspect was an ex-con. In addition to that information, the officers located a loaded 9mm semi automatic hand gun as well as stolen credit cards. The suspect was later booked for numerous felony charges pending a complaint being filed by the DDA. The vehicle was towed and stored, undamaged. 


On 8-5-02, Long Beach PD Air “FOX-2” flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 1998 Lexus GS 300 while flying over the area of Pacific Coast Hwy (PCH) and the 710 Freeway. They notified ground units who responded to the area. The signal was tracked to a motel parking lot at PCH and Daisy where it was located. The officers a suspect’s name from the report and decided to follow up with the manager of the location. The manager identified the suspect and his room. The officers made contact with the suspect and arrested him without further incident. The suspect was booked at the Long Beach City Jail and the vehicle impounded, undamaged.

On 8-7-02, officers from the CHP El Cajon office picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 Ingersoll Bob Cat reported on 8-5-02 to El Cajon PD. The officers tracked the signal to the 3500 block of Bancroft, a construction equipment storage yard in Spring Valley.  Investigators from ISU Border Division responded and began preparing a search warrant. The owner of the location responded and consented to a search of the premises. The stolen Ingersoll Bob Cat was recovered. In addition to that recovery, another stolen Ingersoll Bob Cat, taken from Poway, was also recovered. ISU Investigators are continuing their investigation and expect additional equipment to be recovered as well as an arrest.


On 08-12-02, within four minutes of activation, Ontario PD officers acquired the silent signal from a stolen 1998 Lincoln Navigator from their department. The officer, who had acquired the activation in the area of San Antonio and “D” street, initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and his location. Responding units then observed the stolen vehicle southbound on Cypress Avenue being driven by one female adult with a male adult passenger. The units conducted a high-risk vehicle stop taking the suspects into custody without incident. Following their investigation the driver was arrested and booked for 10851 VC (DWOC) and 496 (d) PC (receiving stolen property). The passenger was released pending further investigation. The vehicle was towed and stored undamaged.


On 08-13-02, LAPD officers assigned to Hollywood Division, acquired the activation from a Glendale PD stolen 1995 Lexus LS400. The officers were N/B on Normandie Avenue when they received the silent signal. They initiated a broadcast of the LoJack activation, their location and signal direction. Requesting additional units to assist, they tracked the moving signal to Hollywood Boulevard and proceeded in a westbound direction. They observed the vehicle occupied by one male adult suspect at Harvard Boulevard and conducted a vehicle stop. The suspect was taken into custody without incident. He was arrested and booked for 10851 CVC (DWOC). The vehicle was impounded with no damage.


On 8-15-02, officers from the LAPD Southwest Division picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1995 Jeep Wrangler while in the area of Figueroa St and Vernon Ave. They verified the stolen information and broadcasted to other ground and air units to assist. The officers tracked the signal to a parking lot of a shopping complex on the corner of Vernon Ave and Figueroa St and located the Jeep, parked and unattended. The officers set up surveillance from across the street and in a matter of minutes, observed a male adult get in and begin driving off. The officers crossed the street and effected a felony vehicle stop, taking the driver into custody with further incident. He was booked VC 10851 DWOC at the LAPD S/W station. The vehicle was impounded without damage and later released.

On 8-15-02, an officer from the California Highway Patrol Rancho Cucamonga area picked up the silent code of a stolen 1993 Jaguar XJ6 on the I-10 near the I-15 Freeway. After verifying the stolen description, the officer broadcasted the information and continued tracking. The officer tracked the vehicle to Cherry Ave, then exited the freeway. The vehicle was located as it pulled into a parking lot of a small convenience store. The driver and passenger were taken into custody without further incident. The driver admitted he had taken the vehicle without permission and was later booked VC 10851 DWOC. The passenger was released without further incident. The vehicle was stored undamaged for safe keeping pending the release to it’s owner.


On 8-15-02, an officer from the San Diego PD Southern Division picked up the silent code of a San Diego PD stolen 1994 Chevrolet Truck as he was N/B on the I-5 Freeway within minutes of activation. He noted the signal changed to a S/B direction indicating that the vehicle was S/B on the I-5 as they crossed each other. The officer broadcasted the direction and contacted SDPD Air “ABLE” flight officers to assist. The officer exited the freeway, then re-entered S/B I-5. Air “ABLE” now radioed that they were observing the vehicle S/B towards National City. Air “ABLE” tracked the vehicle to the 4300 block of Boston Ave where ground units caught up to the vehicle and effected a felony traffic stop, taking the suspect into custody without further incident.  The handling officer indicated the stolen truck had been “cold plated” with Mexico license plates and already had its ignition module replaced with a new one by the suspect. The suspect was later booked for grand theft vehicle and the Chevrolet truck released to its owner in the field.


On 08-16-02, L.B.P.D. flight officers in “Air-FOX”, acquired the activation on a stolen 1999 Honda Accord from their department. They tracked and isolated the signal to the area of 8th Street and Daisy Avenue. They had initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and additional ground units were responding to the area to assist. Just prior to the ground units arrival, “Air-FOX” located the vehicle and observed two male adult suspects exit the vehicle. The suspects then entered a residence near where they had parked the vehicle. The responding ground units were directed to the suspects locating. Following a “door knock” investigation, three suspects were detained and brought outside, where the driver and passenger suspects were identified by the flight officers. The identified suspects were arrested and booked for 487(d) PC (GTA). The third suspect was questioned and released and the vehicle was stored with no damage.


On 08-16-02, an Ontario PD unit picked up the silent signal from a stolen 1993 Mercury Tracer with Nevada license plates, reported to their department. The unit was in the vicinity of Grove Avenue and Elm Street and initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and location. While checking the area for the stolen vehicle, another unit entered the parking lot of an apartment complex in the 1300 block of Nocta Street. The officer assigned to this unit observed the stolen vehicle parked in south portion of the parking lot occupied by two male suspects. Advising the other units of his location, the officer deployed on the vehicle, just as the two suspects were getting out of the car. The officer detained the two suspects and awaited arrival of back-up units. When sufficient units arrived, the suspects were taken into custody without incident and arrested for vehicle theft. 


On 08-18-02 a San Diego Sheriff deputy assigned to the Lemon Grove Station, acquired the activation on a stolen 2002 GMC Yukon from their agency as he was leaving the station parking lot. Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and his location requested additional units to respond.

Assisted by other SDSO ground units and flight officers from San Diego PD AIR “ABLE”, the vehicle was tracked and located in the 9200 block of Carthay Circle. Three male adult suspects occupied the vehicle, which was parked. The units deployed taking the suspects into custody without incident. A fourth suspect outside the vehicle was also detained. The suspects were arrested for 487(d) PC (GTA). The suspect in the driver seat was booked and the others were released pending further investigation. The vehicle was towed and stored undamaged.


On 08-22-02, at 1545 hours, the LoJack transponder in a San Diego PD stolen 2000 Ford Ranger Truck, was activated in the downtown area of Las Vegas Nevada. A unit from Las Vegas Metropolitan PD, picked up the signal (within eight minutes of activation), which was headed in a S/B direction. Additional Nevada State units attempted to intercept the vehicle nearer to the California/Nevada Border. Unfortunately, due to the vehicles high rate of speed, the vehicle entered California prior to their arrival. Shortly after 1700 hours, a CHP unit in Baker, California picked up the signal and notified Barstow CHP Dispatch. Dispatch initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and signal direction to CHP and surrounding law enforcement agencies. 


On 8-22-02, a CHP Victorville officer acquired the silent signal of a San Diego PD stolen 2000 Ford Ranger truck at “D” Street and the I-15 Freeway. The signal indicated the vehicle was S/B on the freeway at a high rate of speed. The officer entered the freeway and within a few minutes overtook the vehicle, which was being driven by one male adult suspect. With the arrival of back-up units, the officers conducted a high-risk vehicle stop at State Highway 395, where they took the suspect into custody without incident. The suspect was arrested and booked on autotheft charges. However, due to the circumstances of the theft, additional follow-up investigation will be necessary to determine if additional charges will be filed on the suspect. The vehicle was impounded with no damage.


On 8-23-02, LASD E/LA Deputy J. YEE picked up the silent code of a stolen 1990 Ford Thunderbird while in route to a “burglary” in progress call and observed the vehicle parked at the intersection of McDonnell and Telegraph Rd. After handling his call, he returned to the area and noticed the vehicle was now gone. He acquired the signal again and tracked it to a business located in the 4600 block of Telegraph. Deputy YEE contacted the owner of the business and was able to identify two of his employees as the persons who drove in with the vehicle. He made contact with the driver and obtained a “Cop Out” that he had stolen the vehicle. Another deputy arrived and while doing an inventory search, located a sizeable amount of Methamphetamine and was able to tie it to the second suspect. Both suspects were arrested and later given a felony booking for VC 10851 DWOC and H&S 11378 Possession for sale. The vehicle was stored for safe keeping undamaged.


On 08-24-02 Deputies from Century Station picked up the silent signal from a “Car Jacked” 1999 GMC Truck upon activation. The deputies were in the area of 61st and Flower Streets when they acquired the activation, which had “localized”. “Running” the LoJack number on their tracking screen, they obtained the stolen vehicle information, suspect description and weapon used. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied, in the driveway of a residence in the 400 block of 62nd Street. LAPD 77th Division units were requested and responded to the location. LAPD units established surveillance on the location and approximately forty-five minutes later observed a female and male adult exit the residence.


The female suspect matched the description of the suspect in the theft. Both suspects entered the vehicle, (the female driving) and proceeded S/B Flower Street. The officers conducted a “high-risk” vehicle stop, in the 300 block of West 55th Street, where both suspects were taken into custody without incident. The female suspect made ambiguous statements as to how she acquired the vehicle. She was arrested for 215 PC (Carjacking), with additional charges of possession of marijuana (found secreted on her person) during booking. She also had two outstanding warrants for prostitution. The male passenger was arrested and booked on five outstanding warrants and the vehicle was impounded with no damage. The blue steel revolver used in the crime was not recovered.


On 08-24-02, Officers from LAPD West Los Angeles Division, acquired the activation on a stolen 2002 Ford Taurus. The vehicle was reported stolen from 77th Division thirty-five minutes earlier. The officers had been assigned a radio call outside of their division, when they picked up the silent signal while en-route to the call. They tracked and located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, in front of a residence in the 1000 block of East 78th Street. As the officers were approaching the vehicle they observed two female adult suspects seated inside. The driver had just started the vehicle and immediately turned it off upon seeing the officers. Both of the suspects were detained for autotheft investigation. Officers from 77th Division were requested and responded to the location, where they assumed the investigation. The driver made a spontaneous statement admitting that she took her boyfriend’s car because she wanted to smoke weed, drink and party. She was arrested and booked on autotheft charges. The passenger was questioned and released. The vehicle was stored, undamaged.


On 08-24-02 LAPD officers assigned to 77th Division acquired the silent signal from a stolen 1995 Nissan Altima, reported stolen earlier that day from their division, in the area of Florence Avenue and Figueroa Street. The officers retrieved the stolen vehicle information, by “running” the LoJack number on their screen. The information also included a physical description of the suspect in the theft. Initiating a broadcast that they were tracking the vehicle, they requested additional units to respond. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied, at 62nd and Figueroa Streets. Surveillance was established and “Air-18” flight officers provided additional assistance. Within a few minutes a male adult suspect entered the vehicle and drove off W/B on Gage Avenue. “Air-18” advised the ground units of the movement and followed the vehicle to a fast food restaurant, where the suspect exited the vehicle and went inside. The responding units were given a description of the suspect by “Air-18”. The units deployed on the location and apprehended the suspect without incident. “Air-18” positively identified the suspect and was arrested for autotheft. The suspect had in his possession a single Nissan key, which started the stolen vehicle. During a search of the vehicle officers recovered a glass pipe containing rock base residue, from under the emergency brake. The suspect admitted that he had a substance abuse problem and that he drove the car to get money. The vehicle was impounded undamaged.

On 08-31-02 Riverside PD officers picked up the silent signal from the stolen 1999 Toyota Tacoma Truck, which had been reported to their department. The original unit acquiring the activation was in the area of University and Chicago Avenues. Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, signal direction and location, they requested additional units to assist. The units triangulated the signal and located the vehicle, which was being driven by one male adult suspect. As the officers attempted to conduct a vehicle stop, the suspect fled and a vehicle pursuit ensued.  Following a brief pursuit the suspect exited the vehicle fleeing on foot. He was apprehended without further incident inside the perimeter, which had been established by the responding units. The suspect was booked on autotheft charges and the vehicle was impounded with no damage.

On 8-31-02, Officers from the California Highway Patrol San Bernardino area picked up the silent code of a South Pasadena PD stolen 2001 BMW 325. They tracked the vehicle making a traffic stop and arrested the driver without further incident. No further info available at this time. 
