To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:  Ted Saraf, Law Enforcement Liaison


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for August 2005, Southern California:

Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California = 233
HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF August 2005: 
LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: In June 05, a female suspect went to the victim car dealer and purchased a 2006 Toyota Solara giving a closed account check and false credit information.  A few days later, she returned and purchased a second vehicle, 2005 Honda Accord, from them. When the dealer found out about the false info and bad check, they contacted the T.R.A.P. S/E detectives who initiated a stolen investigation.  During the investigation, the detectives learned of a third vehicle, a 2005 Lexus RX300 purchased at a Lexus dealer in Cerritos. On 8-25-05, the stolen information of the 2006 Toyota Solara was entered into the NCIC/SVS system as well as the other two vehicles. Detectives had learned that the finance officer at the first dealer had sold a LoJack system to the suspect when she purchased the Toyota. After confirmation of the LoJack with Law Enforcement Liaisons, various departments in LA County began tracking the Toyota. A deputy from the LASD Carson Station picked up the silent signal and tracked into the city of Torrance. There he observed the vehicle parked with a female inside talking on a cell phone. He notified T.R.A.P. detectives who responded and arrested the suspect. Other T.R.A.P. suspects were staked out on the home of the suspect and located the Honda when another female came out of the house and emptied contents.  She had been apparently notified by the primary suspect to dump the vehicle. A third female was apprehended and gave up the Lexus which was recovered in Long Beach. All suspects were booked on various felony charges. Total value of recovery is estimated  at $95,000, per T.R.A.P. detectives. 
LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO: On 08-20-05, Colton PD initiated a broadcast of an “armed car jack”, which had just occurred and the vehicle was LoJack equipped. San Bernardino Sheriff’s Flight Deputies were over their city and advised to enter the vehicle ASAP to activate the LoJack system. Within six minutes of activation, Air “40 KING-4” picked up the signal while flying over the area of the I-10 Freeway and Mount Vernon Avenue. They advised Colton and San Bernardino PD units of the activation and began tracking the signal in a N/E direction, isolating it to the area of Orange Show Road just west of the 215 Freeway in the auto plaza. “40 KING-4” then observed a vehicle matching the description of the stolen vehicle on the frontage road (Camino Real) adjacent to the auto mall and advised the ground units.  Responding Colton PD units were directed to the vehicle and conducted a “felony vehicle stop” on Camino Real at Fairway Drive, taking the male adult driver into custody without incident. The investigation revealed this was not a car jacking but just a straight stolen vehicle. The suspect had a history of auto theft arrests and added one more with his arrest for GTA and Receiving Stolen Property. The undamaged vehicle was returned to the very happy owner/victim. 

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: On 08-09-05, a San Diego Police Officer assigned to Southern Division was on patrol when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 Nissan Frontier just four minutes after it had been reported stolen. He tracked the signal to a location on Otay Valley Rd. where he observed the vehicle. The vehicle was displaying Baja California license plates and a suspect was asleep in the vehicle. The officer detained the suspect and verified the VIN for positive identification. The suspect was arrested/booked for auto theft and the vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage. 
LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: On 8-8-05, officers from the Santa Ana PD assisted by ABEL Air- Eagle flight officers tracked the silent signal of a Pomona PD stolen 2000 Honda Civic.  The signal was tracked to the 600 block of S. Van Ness St in Santa Ana where Air-Eagle spotted the vehicle parked at the end of a long driveway.  They also noticed several other Hondas that appeared to be in a stripped condition.  Ground officers deployed on the location and detained five males. The investigation revealed that one of the Honda Civics was stolen and had its engine removed and placed in another Honda Civic, which belonged to one of the suspects. The LoJack equipped Honda was recovered undamaged.  Four of the suspects were all arrested, two were “Parolees” one was a “Parolee” at large” and the fourth was on “felony probation.  A set of shaved keys were recovered at the scene. The suspects were booked VC 10801 “Chop Shop” as well as other felonies and PC 3056 Parole Violation.  Officers have classified this incident as a “Chop Shop”.  (#232 for LoJack system, So Calif.)  

LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: On 08-01-05, CHP Border Division Flight Officers in Air “H-62” acquired the activation from the 2004 Hyster Forklift, reported stolen by the Escondido PD, along with an 1999 International Roll Back Truck, with a 2001 Komatsu Forklift on the flat bed. “H-62” tracked and isolated the signal to the unincorporated area of Riverside County, approximately one hundred miles north of the theft location. CHP Inland Division Investigative Services Unit (ISU) responded and assumed the investigation. CHP “Air-83” (fixed wing) responded and “pinpointed” the signal to a pallet storage facility in the 9300 block of Mission Boulevard. ISU Detectives contacted the suspect/owner and received permission to search for the forklift, which was located concealed under a canopy. He was arrested for Receiving Stolen Property and had the forklift key in his possession, and made conflicting statements when questioned about the additional stolen property. Later that afternoon this suspect’s wife called and advised that the truck was now at the yard with the additional suspect. When responding CHP marked units arrived the suspect fled the location on foot. An additional vehicle registration was located in the truck and ISU made a F/U to the residence. They observed the possible suspect leave and followed him to another pallet yard where he was detained. He led detectives to where the Komatsu was located and became an informant for ISU, contacting the prime suspect in the thefts and arranging the purchase of two additional forklifts for $3,000.00, one of which he had a picture of. The prime suspect dropped one off in the middle of the night at the house and returned the following morning, while ISU was staked out on the location. He was “demonstrating” the unit (which was a San Diego Sheriff’s stolen) when taken into custody and arrested by detectives for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property. This investigation is still on going and has been classified as a Theft Ring, which is number 233 for the LoJack system, estimated recovery at $110,000.00.  

No notable activities in LoJack of VENTURA COUNTY and LoJack of IMPERIAL COUNTY: 
LoJack of SANTA BARBARA County: On 08-24-05, Santa Maria Police Department patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1997 Ford Expedition on their on-board LOJACK tracking computers during routine patrol duties. The officers began tracking the stolen vehicle by following the directional arrow and signal strength information provided by the LOJACK Police Tracking Computer indicators. The officers located the stolen vehicle in a parking lot in the area of the 700 block of South Western Ave. The officers approached the vehicle and found two suspects inside sleeping. The suspects were taken into custody for 10851 V.C. (DWOC), without incident. This investigation is being conducted by detectives from the Santa Maria Police Department.  
LoJack of CENTRAL CALIFORNIA: The owner of a 1998 GMC Yukon was unhappy with his vehicle; he wanted to get rid of it. As the second owner of the vehicle, was unaware that the original owner had installed a LoJack unit. The owner contacted a friend and arranged to store the Yukon in the friend’s garage for a few days. He told his friend that he had bought a new vehicle and had nowhere to put the Yukon. The owner brought the vehicle over that night and parked it in the garage, reporting it stolen the next day to Kingsburg PD.  On 8-25-05, an officer from the Kingsburg Police Department received the silent signal from the stolen vehicle on his onboard LoJack Police Tracking Computer (PTC). The officer ran the reply code that appeared on his display screen and received the stolen vehicle information and description of the vehicle. The officer then tracked the vehicle to the closed garage of a residence in central Kingsburg. The officer contacted the homeowner, who allowed entry into the garage. The vehicle was recovered intact and undamaged. The owner of the Yukon was contacted and questioned. He admitted that he had made a false report. He told the police that he intended to burn the vehicle or dump it in a lake and collect on the insurance. He is now facing charges criminal charges for filing a false report and attempted insurance fraud.

On 8-26-05, less than one hour later and 125 miles to the north of El Monte CA, a Detective of the Kern County Sheriffs Department received the silent signal from the stolen vehicle on his onboard LoJack Police Tracking Computer (PTC). The Detective ran the reply code that appeared on his display screen and received the stolen vehicle information and description of the vehicle. He tracked the vehicle to an apartment complex at 4200 Parkwood Court in Bakersfield, CA., and determined that the signal was coming from one of about 10 attached garages. With the assistance of another Detective LoJack equipped vehicle, the signal was isolated to a single garage unit. The Detectives attempted to contact the garage owner but no one would answer the door. They began gathering information for a search warrant. A few minutes later, a male drove up in a van. The male matched the description of one of the residents of the apartment they were investigating. The male was contacted and without being asked, blurted out that he was the one that had stolen the car and parked it in the garage. The male then gave the Detectives consent to search the garage. The vehicle was parked within. It was recovered intact, undamaged and was stored pending release to the owner. The male subject was arrested and charged with vehicle theft and possession of stolen property.

MEXICO RECOVERIES: The California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit recovered TWENTY ONE (21)
 LoJack equipped stolen vehicles from Mexico during the month of August 05. 

On 07-29-05, a California Highway Patrol Investigator assigned to the Mexico Liaison Unit was in Mexicali, Mexico working with a Mexican State Judicial Officer looking for stolen vehicles. The Investigator received the silent signal from the stolen 2003 Ford F250 and tracked the signal to a house in Mexicali. Just as it was determined the exact garage the signal was coming from, an individual left the residence driving a red Toyota RAV.  The Mexican Police Official gained entry to the garage, and in addition to the Ford F250, there was a stolen 2004 Ford Econoline F350 and a 1994 Ford Econoline F250. While they were waiting for a tow truck, the Toyota RAV returned to the scene. It was a Mexico vehicle from the state of Sonora and had been reported stolen in Tijuana. Two suspects from the house were arrested for the first three stolen vehicles, and the driver of the fourth stolen was also arrested for driving a stolen vehicle. The approximate value of all of the stolens was $66,000.00. CHP classify this as a theft ring, #231 for LoJack system.

On 8-4-05, the victim reported her 1997 GMC Yukon stolen to the Anaheim PD stating that on 8-3-05 1830 hrs she parked and locked her vehicle, then returned on 8-4-05 to find it missing. The vehicle was entered into NCIC/SVS as stolen, which activated the silent signal.  On 8-4-05 Anaheim PD detectives received a phone call from the US Customs Service Inspection Control at San Ysidro border crossing telling them that the (LPR) License Plate Reader picked up the license as it crossed into Mexico at  1027 PM hrs on 8-3M05.  On 8-12-05, a citizen informant contacted Anaheim PD Auto Theft Detectives and notified them that the owner of the GMC Yukon along with her boyfriend had driven the vehicle to Mexico and possibly sold it to a relative and had made a false report of stolen so get out of car payments and collect from the insurance company. Armed with that information, the detectives passed on the information to the CHP Border Division ISU/ CTIP Cargo Theft Interdiction Program informing them the vehicle was some place in Rosarito Beach BAJA Mexico. On 8-18-05, CTIP officers tracked the vehicle to an address in Rosarito Beach Mexico and contacted the person in control. He informed the officers that a male and female had given the vehicle to him and identified photos of the suspects. The vehicle was recovered and later returned to the Credit Union Lein Holder.  Later that day Anaheim detectives arrested both suspects and booked them for a false report and criminal conspiracy to commit Insurance Fraud. NOTE. The suspects did not know their vehicle had LoJack previously installed by the prior owner.  


Agencies posting custody incidents at termination of tracking were as follows:


On 07-31-05, Riverside Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to the Jurupa Station acquired the activation on the 1980 GMC 6000 Flat Bed Truck, which had been reported stolen to Ontario PD earlier that afternoon. The deputies were in the vicinity of Valley Way and Mission Boulevard when they picked up the silent signal. They advised other units of the LoJack hit, and began tracking the signal in a W/B direction on Mission Boulevard. As they approached Avalon the signal pointed in a S/B direction and had “localized”. The stolen vehicle was observed parked, with one male adult standing at the rear and an additional, possible suspect, to the side. It appeared that both men were having a conversation. The suspects were detained and it was determined that the suspect to the rear of the truck was attempting to sell the other man lumber which was on the truck and was the one who had driven the truck to the location. He was arrested for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property, and the other man was questioned and released. The undamaged vehicle was then released to the victim.     

On 08-01-05, Riverside Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to Moreno Valley Area acquired the signal from the stolen 2004 Multi-Quip Generator, reported earlier that day by the UC Riverside PD. The deputies began tracking the signal from the area of Ironwood and Frederick, however they had to abandon the tracking due to emergency calls. At 0321 hours, on 08-02-05 the K-9 Deputy that had been involved in the first track responded back into the field with a LoJack equipped unit and re-acquired the signal at Ironwood and Nason. With an additional unit, the signal was isolated to the 12000 block of Lantz, which is a residential consisting of large parcel lots. The deputies made contact with a resident at one location where the signal was the strongest and requested to enter the property to check the rear of the next property. There was a large enclosed “box” truck in the driveway and as they drove past the signal pointed directly at the truck. Obtaining a “consent search” of the truck the generator was located inside the box, along with another stolen welder, which was stolen from the same job cite.  The suspect, a parolee, was detained and the investigation further disclosed that the truck had been “cold plated” and was a stolen vehicle from Budget Rent a Truck of Fullerton, with all the decals removed. He stated that “a friend” had driven the vehicle there, but his girlfriend was interviewed and stated differently. Also recovered inside the cab was the suspect’s computer bag, which contained 4oz of methamphetamine packaged for sale, and a parole search of the house also turned up a loaded .22 rifle. The suspect was arrested for Parole Violation, Ex-Con in Possession of a Firearm, Auto Theft, Receiving Stolen Property and Possession of Methamphetamine for Sale. This investigation is on going and a search warrant to issue for the residence for additional property.
 

On 8-2-05, officers from the Santa Ana PD picked up the silent signal of a Santa Ana PD stolen 2002 Toyota Corolla while in the area of Bristol Ave and 17th St. After obtaining the description, they began tracking, assisted by CHP Metro Air-H-50. The vehicle was tracked to the 400 block of S. Poplar Ave where three Juveniles were seen walking away from the vehicle. All three were detained and later booked WIC 602/VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was later released to the owner, undamaged.

On 8-2-05, within a short time of the LoJack system activating, officers from the CHP South Los Angeles area picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1987 Chevrolet Monte Carlo. The officers tracked the signal to residence located in the 2100 block of East 111th Street where they observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officers set up a stake-out of the location and after several hours, went up to the residence and knocked on the door. The suspect came to the door and during the interview the officers found the suspect had the keys to the vehicle. The suspect is on parole for GTA. The suspect was arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC). Detectives from the South Los Angeles Station are investigating the case.

On 08-4-05, Tustin PD Officers in the vicinity of Main and Prospect Streets acquired the signal from the 1999 Buick Regal, which had been taken in an “armed car jacking” in the City of Santa Ana. The units acquired the signal within nineteen minutes of activation and began tracking it in a S/E direction, isolating the signal to a shopping center parking lot in the 1300 block of Main Street. They observed two suspects inside the vehicle with two additional suspects going through the trunk. The units deployed on the vehicle detaining the suspects without incident. Through there investigation they located another suspect at a check cashing business where he was also detained.  During their investigation it was determined that the three juvenile suspects were the primary listed suspects in the car jacking. A photo line up was put together and presented to the victim, however no positive identification was obtained. All five suspects were arrested and booked for Receiving Stolen Property and the case turned over the Santa Ana Police Department for further investigation into the Car Jacking. The juvenile suspects were released to their parents and the undamaged vehicle was held as evidence. 
 

On 8-3-05, the victim came home and found his residence had been burglarized and his 1990 Volvo 740 had been stolen.  Within minutes of the LoJack system activating, the Hawthorne PD Air Unit picked up the LoJack signal. At the same time, officers from Torrance PD picked up the signal and were tracking it. The Air Unit observed the vehicle parked at a residence located in the 1400 block of 135th Street in the City of Gardena. Officers from Torrance PD set up a stake-out on the location while other officers obtained a search warrant for the residence. During the serving of the search warrant, the officers arrested one male suspect and recovered some property from the burglary. Detectives from Torrance PD are investigating the case.

On 8-3-05, within a minute of the LoJack system activating, LAPD Air-3 picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2005 Ford Explorer. At the same time, officers assigned to Newton Division picked up the signal and were also tracking it. The Air Unit observed the vehicle moving in traffic and directed the ground units to its location. The officers conducted a felony traffic stop, taking one male driver and one female passenger into custody. The suspect had the keys to the vehicle and claimed he got it from a friend. The male suspect was arrested for 487(D) PC (GTA) and the female suspect was questioned and released. The male suspect was currently on probation for GTA. Newton Detectives are investigating the case.

On 8-3-05, CHP Air-H-50 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 2000 Hyster Fork Lift and tracked it to a warehouse complex in the 600 block of S. State College. Fullerton PD units also responded, however, the entire complex was closed. In the morning hours, detectives from the Orange County Auto Theft Task Force, OCATT, were notified and responded with their portable LoJack tacking unit. They pinpointed the signal to one particular unit.. Assisted by a Fullerton Patrol unit, the detectives contacted the occupant and received consent to search his unit. The Hyster Fork Lift was located inside the unit.  Also located inside the unit was a $27,000 1999 CAT JLG E300AJ Boom Lift which the subject admitted he had allegedly purchased from EBAY for $5,500, six months prior. Detectives later identified this piece of equipment as an un reported stolen from United Rentals in Pico Rivera. Detectives will present this case to the DA for filing of two counts of Receiving stolen property.  All property valued at $45,750 was returned to UR Fullerton.


On 8-3-05, an officer from the Anaheim Police Department picked up the silent signal of an Anaheim PD stolen 1999 Saturn SL within 23 minutes of activation. After obtaining the description from Dispatch, he continued tracking until it was tracked to a local motel in the 2700 block of W. Lincoln.  Assisted by an under cover Crime Task Force Investigator, the vehicle was identified in the parking lot.  Detectives from the Anaheim PD Auto Theft unit responded and began surveillance.  At Approximately 1830 hrs, a male and female adult entered the vehicle and began driving out of the parking lot. The detectives, assisted by the UC officer and the patrol officer deployed on the vehicle taking both occupants into custody without further incident. The driver, a male, was arrested and booked VC 10851 and PC 496 RSP. The female was released.  The vehicle was later returned to the owner, undamaged.

On 08-04-05, LASD Lost Hills patrol deputies picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2001 Toyota 4Runner SR5 (23 minutes after activation) on their on-board LoJack tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The deputies tracked the stolen vehicle to the area of Woolsey Canyon and Valley Circle. The vehicle was observed parked in a Mobil Home Park. The deputies conducted a follow up investigation, and found the suspect, who was the named on the original crime report. The Deputies took the suspect into custody for 487 (d) PC (GTA) without incident. Detectives from LASD Lost Hills Station and LAPD Mission Division are handling this investigation.


On 8-6-05, a deputy from LASD Temple Station was taking a stolen report of a 2002 Toyota Sequoia from a reporting party who named her 18 year old Son as suspect. When finished with the report, he used his cell phone and called to a records clerk so the vehicle could be entered as stolen. With in three minutes of entry, he entered his patrol vehicle and immediately picked up the silent code.  With the assistance of additional ground units and LASD Air-7, the vehicle was located behind an apartment in the 2500 block of Edwards St, two blocks from where the vehicle was taken. Several males were observed standing near the vehicle and were detained by the assisting units. The deputies located the named suspect, placed him under arrest, and later booked him for VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was released to the RP.


On 8-11-05, a deputy from the LASD Century Station picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1993 Jeep Grand Cherokee. The deputy observed the vehicle in traffic being driven by one male suspect. The deputy requested back up units (Ground and Air) and when the units arrived, they conducted a felony traffic stop. As the suspect stopped the vehicle, he exited and took off running from the deputies. The Air Unit was overhead and observed the suspect hiding and directed the ground units to the suspect’s location. The suspect was taken into custody and arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC) and unrelated drug charges.  Detectives from the Century Station are investigating the case.
 


On 8-11-05, Anaheim PD flight officers of “Air Angel” picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2000 Mitsubishi Galant while in the west Anaheim area.  Anaheim Auto Theft detectives also responded to the area. Air Angel located the vehicle parked in a church parking lot and when the detectives spotted the vehicle, one male was found inside it. The suspect was placed under arrest and transported to the PD for booking. While waiting for the owner to respond, a detective noted two suspicious males approach the vehicle. They were questioned and found to have a relationship with the suspect. Both subjects had

outstanding warrants and were arrested. The owner responded and obtained possession of his vehicle which was undamaged. The detectives noted that the owner of the vehicle had no idea there was a previously installed LoJack system. According to the detectives, the owner was extremely happy the prior owner had it installed.

On 8-11-05, within 30 minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from LAPD 77th Street Division picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2005 Toyota Corolla. The officers were joined by Detectives from the Harbor TRAP Team. They tracked the signal to the 700 block of E. 83rd Street, where they observed the vehicle parked with one male suspect in the driver's seat. The suspect was taken into custody and charged with 10851 VC (DWOC). The Harbor TRAP Detectives are investigating the case.

On 08-12-05, a Murrieta PD Officer was leaving the station when he acquired the activation from the stolen 2002 Saturn LW, which had been taken in a residential burglary and reported to the San Diego PD Northeastern Division twenty minutes earlier. The officer initiated a broadcast that he was picking up the stolen vehicle signal and requested additional units to assist in the tracking. A field sergeant responded from the station and both units began tracking the vehicle, one in a S/B direction and the other in a S/E direction. The signal was isolated to the 25000 block of Madison Avenue where the vehicle was located parked in front of a shopping center, with one male adult suspect seated in the driver’s seat. When both units were in place they deployed on the suspect and vehicle, taking the very surprised suspect, into custody without incident. As it turns out, the suspect was on parole for (you guessed it) GTA. He was also in possession of the vehicle “valet key”, which was kept in the glove box. Narcotic paraphernalia was also recovered and he was arrested for Parole Violation, GTA, Burglary, Receiving Stolen Property and Possession of Narcotic Paraphernalia. The undamaged vehicle was then towed and stored. 
 


On 8-13-05, the owner of a 2003 Chevrolet Silverado saw his truck being driven away from his house and immediately reported the incident telling Anaheim PD that the vehicle was also equipped with LoJack.  Within 19 minutes of the vehicle being activated, Anaheim PD Air-Angel flight officers picked up the silent signal and tracked it to the City of Orange.  An Orange PD officer responded to the area given by Air-Angel and located the vehicle observing a male subject leaving the area of the parked vehicle.  He was detained until Anaheim officers brought the victim to that location for a field show up.  The suspect was positively identified as the person who drove off in the vehicle and was later booked VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was released to the victim undamaged.   

On 08-13-05, LAPD North Hollywood patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1999 Chevrolet Suburban (seven minutes after activation) on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The officers tracked the silent signal while requesting additional units to respond to the area. The officers located the stolen vehicle, which was parked and unoccupied. The officers set up surveillance on the vehicle, observed the suspect enter the vehicle and drive away from the location. The officers attempted a traffic stop, at which time the suspect fled, and a pursuit ensued. The suspect’s vehicle collided with an other vehicle in the area of the 3600 block of Regal Place. After a foot pursuit, the suspect was taken into custody for 487 (d) PC (GTA) without further incident. Detectives from LAPD North Hollywood are handling the investigation.     


On 8-14-05, within a few minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from the Long Beach PD picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2002 BMW 325. The officers tracked the signal to Ocean Ave. and Cherry Ave. where they conducted a traffic stop, taking one female driver and four passengers into custody. The driver suspect turned out to be the daughter of the victim. She admitted stealing the vehicle as she was running away from home. The driver suspect was arrested for 602 WIC 10851 VC (DWOC). Long Beach, Juvenile Detectives are investigating the case. 


On 8-14-05, the victim was accosted by 4 gang members who “car Jacked” his vehicle.  LAPD Air-8 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 Lincoln Navigator which had been “car jacked”. Tracking it from Dodger Stadium area, Air-8 followed the signal into the city of Bell Gardens and located the vehicle parked in a driveway in the 6600 block of Southland. They observed that one suspect was sitting in the back seat with one suspect leaning inside the vehicle. After notifying ground units from Bell Gardens PD and LASD E/LA Sheriffs, they observed the suspects enter one of the garage/apartments and passed that information to the ground units.  Ground units arrived and were directed to the garage/apartment and detained the suspects.  Suspects were arrested by the LASD Sheriff’s and later booked for the car jack charge. The vehicle was stored and later released to the owner, undamaged.  

On 8-15-05, within minutes of the LoJack system activating, LASD deputies flying Air-21 picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2004 Chevrolet Tahoe. The deputies requested Maywood PD units to respond and directed them to the vehicle’s location. The Maywood officers attempted to conduct a felony traffic stop but the one male suspect sped away, leading the officers on a short pursuit. The suspect stopped the vehicle in the 8100 block of San Miguel Street and ran into a garage at that location. The officers set up a containment of the garage and eventually entered the garage, taking the suspect into custody. The suspect was arrested for 487(D) PC (GTA), 10851 VC (DWOC). The suspect was a parolee at large and had a warrant for his arrest. Detectives form the Maywood PD are conducting the investigation. 


On 8-15-05, the owner of the vehicle was the alleged victim of a robbery/carjacking. There were at least two suspects and one was driving a chase vehicle. Within minutes of the LoJack system activating, a deputy from the LASD Century station picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1997 Nissan Truck. The deputy requested additional back up units to assist in the search. The units tracked the signal to the 3200 block of Euclid Ave. where they observed one male suspect enter the vehicle and proceed to back out of the driveway. The deputies conducted a felony traffic stop, taking the suspect into custody without incident. The deputies observed, in the driveway, the second vehicle use in the robbery and recovered it. The deputies recovered a large amount of money from the victim’s vehicle. The suspect was arrested for 215 PC (carjacking) and other drug related charges. Detectives from the Temple Station as well as Detectives from the Century Station are investigating the case.

On 8-16-05, a deputy from the LASD Century Station picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 1998 Jeep Grand Cherokee. The deputy attempted to stop the vehicle and its two male occupants but the vehicle sped away with the deputy in pursuit. After sometime, the vehicle came to a stop and the deputy was able to take the driver suspect into custody, but the passenger got away. The suspect was arrested for 487(D) PC (GTA), 10851 VC (DWOC). The case is being investigated by Detectives from the Century Station.


     On 08-17-05, CHP ISU (Investigative Services Unit) Investigators picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1997 Dodge Ram Pick Up (10 minutes after activation) on their portable LoJack tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The investigators tracked the stolen vehicle to a shopping center at Glendale Blvd and Fletcher Drive. While the investigators and CHP patrol units were conducting an investigation, a female suspect approached them and handed a key to the investigators. The suspect stated that her clothes were in the vehicle. The suspect found the vehicle with the keys inside, and she was tired of walking, so she took the vehicle.  The suspect was taken into custody for 487 (d) PC (GTA) without incident. Investigators from CHP ISU are handling this investigation.


On 8-17-05, officers from the Santa Ana PD picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1991 Toyota Camry and broadcasted the information to other units. An officer inside the station overheard the broadcast, then exited the station and entered his patrol vehicle. Immediately he also picked up the silent code and tracked it to a parking structure at Civic Center and Flower St. As he neared the structure, he observed the suspect approaching the exit. The suspect then backed away from the exit and disappeared from view inside the structure. The officer had assisting units seal off all exits, then entered the structure.  He located the vehicle on the second level backed into a parking space, and saw the suspect who was leaning over in the front seat. Officers deployed on the vehicle and arrested the suspect without further incident. He was later booked VC 10851 DWOC and the vehicle stored undamaged.

On 08-18-05, Riverside Sheriff’s Deputies assigned to the Southwest Temecula Station acquired the activation from the San Diego Sheriff’s Vista Area stolen 2005 Hyster Fork Lift, while in the vicinity of Butterfield Stage Road and Pava. They had picked up the signal within thirty minutes of activation and began tracking it in a S/B direction. Assisted by another LoJack equipped unit, the signal was tracked over fives miles, where it was isolated to a residence in the 46800 block of Pala Road. Riverside Sheriff’s Flight Deputies in “STAR-9” assisted the ground units and advised that there were forklifts at that location in the rear yard. Contact was made with the occupants who gave the deputies permission to enter the property, however when they did the signal direction changed and pointed to a garage on the adjacent property. Conducting a follow-up next door they were given permission to enter the garage, by the wife of a possible suspect, where the stolen forklift was located. They interviewed this suspect (who runs a pallet business) via phone who gave conflicting statements as to how and when the forklift was obtained. He was subsequently arrested for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property and the undamaged property returned to the owner.


On 4-19-05, the suspect purchased a 2005 Ford Focus from the victim dealer giving a NSF check. When it was determined that false information had been provided to the dealer, a report was initiated to T.R.A.P.  The detective assigned to the incident confirmed that the suspect had given false information and also had no money in the bank. On 8-19-05, the vehicle was entered into the stolen system and luckily had a pre installed LoJack system. Within minutes of activation, LASD Air-7 flight deputies picked up the silent signal of the Ford Focus and tacked it into the City of West Covina. Notifying W. Covina PD and an officer was dispatched to the area effecting a traffic stop on the vehicle at Vincent and West Covina Parkway, detaining the suspect without further incident. T.R.A.P detectives arrived and assumed the investigation. The suspect was booked at the LASD Industry station for three felony crimes, Grand Theft Vehicle, False Financial statement and Burglary. The vehicle was returned to the dealer, undamaged.


On 8-20-05, Pomona PD Air-1 flight offices picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2003 Honda Civic on the west end of Pomona near Philadelphia and the 60 Freeway. They notified ground units of the hit and tracked it to a fast food restaurant in the 1100 block of E. Philadelphia where it was observed unoccupied in the parking lot.  Ground officers were directed to the location and began an investigation inside the restaurant.  As they began eliminating possible suspects, they observed a male adult walking out the back door. They detained him and found the set of keys to the Honda inside a trash can.  The suspect admitted he had taken the vehicle.  He was arrested and later booked VC 10851 DWOC. The undamaged vehicle was stored and made available for release.  


On 8-20-05, a deputy from the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Temple Station picked up the silent signal of a stolen 2002 Chevrolet Tahoe stolen from West Covina, while in the area of Santa Anita Ave and the 60 Freeway. After broadcasting the description and direction of signal to assisting units, he continued tracking into the So. El Monte area.  CHP units also equipped with tracking units assisted in the search. The deputies and officers tracked the signal to a trailer park and located the vehicle parked in a driveway of one of the trailers.  As they walked up to the area, a female exited and upon seeing the deputies, ran back inside the trailer.  Deputies and officers deployed around the trailer and requested all occupants exit and comply.  Two males and two females exited and were detained for investigation. Two of the males had outstanding warrants and were taken into custody. One of the females were released and the other female who was identified by personal paperwork left in the stolen vehicle was arrested and later booked VC 10851 DWOC. The undamaged vehicle was stored.  


On 8-21-05, El Monte PD Air-45 flight officers picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1993 Oldsmobile Cutlass while on routine patrol over the city of Baldwin Park. Alerting BPPD units, they continued following the signal until they spotted the vehicle E/B on the 10 Freeway towards the Francisquito off ramp. “Air-45” followed the vehicle and watched as it exited the Puente Avenue off ramp heading into the City of West Covina. “Air-45” continued following the vehicle and observed it turn into a VFW parking lot in the 2300 block of Merced. Two suspects attempted to walk away from the vehicle, but ground units arrived and were directed to the suspects. Both suspects were arrested without further incident. The driver, an adult “parolee” had the car keys and was later booked for VC 10851 DWOC and Parole violation. The Juvenile was booked WIC 602/VC 10851 DWOC and H&S 11364 Possession of drug paraphernalia. The vehicle was later returned to its owner, undamaged.


On 08-22-05, LAPD 77th Street Division patrol officers picked up the silent signal from the stolen 1995 Nissan Maxima on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The officers began tracking the stolen vehicle and located the vehicle in the area of the 6400 block of Brynhurst Ave. Officers observed a female suspect stripping the vehicle, and placing the property in her vehicle.  The suspect was taken into custody for 496 PC (RSP) without incident. Detectives are conducting a follow up investigation on the two suspects involved in the original car Jacking incident, with the information provided from the suspect and evidence recovered from the stolen vehicle. LAPD 77th Street Robbery Detectives are handling the investigation. 


On 8-22-05, a T.R.A.P. detective was in the area of Arrow Hyw and the 57 Freeway, City of San Dimas when he picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1989 Cadillac Fleetwood reported minutes earlier by Pomona PD.  He tracked the signal to a large market parking lot and located it.  Two deputies from the San Dimas station responded and set up containment with the detective.  After a few minutes, a male and female walked up to the vehicle, entered and drove off. The deputies deployed on the vehicle and effected a traffic stop taking the suspects into custody without further incident.  The T.R.A.P. detective conducted a field investigation and determined that the male driver was in fact the suspect who had taken the vehicle. The female was released at the scene.  The suspect informed the T.R.A.P. detective that he had traded two bags of Methamphetamine for the vehicle and knew it must have been stolen.  He was later booked for VC 10851 DWOC, PC 496 RSP and H&S 11377 (a) possession of METH.  It was later discovered that this suspect had really taken the vehicle by means of “Car Jack” and had threatened the vehicle it she told, he would harm her.  An amended complaint will be sought charging “Car Jack”. The vehicle was later returned to the owner, undamaged.


On 08-22-05, a San Diego County Sheriffs’ Deputy assigned to the Vista station, was on Escondido Ave. near Phillips St. when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1996 Nissan Pathfinder. He followed the signal onto Phillips St., then w/b Lado De Loma and onto Bandini St. The deputy observed the vehicle ahead of his patrol car and activated his emergency lights to initiate a traffic stop. At the sight of the patrol car, the suspect sped up and then onto Hillsdale Cir where he collided with a large boulder. At this point the suspect abandoned the stolen vehicle and fled into a nearby commercial parking lot. During this time another deputy had responded to the parking lot and took the suspect into custody just after he had abandoned the Nissan Pathfinder. The suspect was arrested/booked for auto theft and the vehicle was stored for safe keeping until the owner could claim his vehicle.


On 08-23-05, CHP Flight Officers flying “Air-61” (Border Division Thermal Air Operations) were over the Lake Matthews area when they acquired the silent signal from the 1984 International Water Truck, which had been reported stolen by Riverside Sheriff’s Perris Station a short time earlier. “Air-61” tracked and located the stolen vehicle in the City of Riverside in the Woodcrest Area and notified CHP ground units to respond. As the aircraft was conducting surveillance on the vehicle, they observed two male adult suspects exit a residence where the vehicle was parked and enter the stolen truck. The suspects drove off and responding ground conducted a “felony vehicle stop” on Markham just north of Alexander. The suspects were taken into custody without incident and turned over to the CHP Inland Division ISU (investigative services unit) Detectives who responded to handle the investigation. The driver was arrested for GTA and Receiving Stolen Property and the second suspect was released following questioning. The undamaged vehicle was later released to the victim.      


On 08-23-05, LAPD Hollenbeck Division Officers acquired the silent signal from the 1998 Chevrolet Tahoe, reported stolen to the La Habra Police Department. The officers acquired the signal, within six minutes of activation, in the vicinity of Soto Street and Olympic Boulevard. They tracked and located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied on a dead end street (Garnet east of Boyle Avenue) and advised other units that they were establishing surveillance on the vehicle. At approximately 0920 hours they observed a male adult suspect drive off with the vehicle. They conducted a following of the vehicle and when air support and ground units arrived to assist, they conducted a “felony vehicle stop” taking the suspect into custody without incident. The investigation disclosed that the suspect was the son of the victim and has an admitted methamphetamine addiction. He admitted taking the vehicle key from his mother’s key ring and took the vehicle. He was arrested and booked for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property and the undamaged vehicle was towed and stored.     

On 08-23-05, two Los Angeles County Sheriffs’ Deputies were advised by Los Angeles Police “Air 18” of a stolen 2005 Toyota Corolla in the area of Alameda St. and Southern St.  They responded to the area and observed the vehicle being operated traveling w/b on Alameda St. They activated their emergency lights, and as the vehicle was slowing to a stop, the right front passenger threw out two baggies containing a substance later determined to be Methamphetamine. After the vehicle came to a stop, two suspects were detained. Following an interview it was determined that the driver had taken the car without the owner’s permission and that the passenger was in possession of drugs for sale. 

Both suspects were arrested and booked for appropriate charges and the vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage.


On 08-23-05, within one hour of activation, Riverside Sheriff’s Moreno Valley Deputies picked up the silent signal from the stolen 1998 Honda Civic, while on another call at Hemlock and Perris Boulevard. One of the deputies had just taken and entered the stolen vehicle information into the state stolen vehicle system. They began tracking the silent signal in a southbound direction, where they located the stolen vehicle on Perris Boulevard at Manzanita. Two juvenile suspects occupied the vehicle, which was stopped and the suspects taken into custody without incident. They admitted to the theft and were arrested and detained at Juvenile Hall for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property. The undamaged vehicle was later released to the owner in the field. When asked how they got it back so fast, he was informed that the vehicle was LoJack equipped, which he was unaware of. Needless to say he was one a very happy owner.     

On 08-24-05, a CHP Indio Area Officer E/B on the I-10 Freeway approaching Dillon, in the City of Coachella, acquired the silent signal from the stolen 1993 Jeep Grand Cherokee, reported by Riverside Sheriff’s Palm Desert Station. The signal, which was acquired within sixteen minutes of activation, was tracked and isolated to a casino parking lot a short distance away, where it was located unoccupied. Detectives assigned to the Riverside County Auto Theft Taskforce (RAID) were notified and responded assuming the investigation. The detectives contacted the Casino Public Safety Department, who reviewed the parking lot tapes and identified the suspect/driver. Public Safety personnel continued their surveillance inside the casino and located the suspect. They in turn notified the units outside when the suspect was leaving the casino. He was observed to exit and walk up to several other people on the sidewalk a short distance from the vehicle. He looked in the direction of the vehicle, but then obtained a ride from the people he had spoken with. Ground units conducted a vehicle stop taking the suspect into custody. The investigation disclosed that the suspect (a parolee for Car Jack) had told the others, “I drove the “G-Ride” (street term for stolen vehicle) here and think the cops are on to it.” He was arrested for Parole Violation, Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property. The undamaged vehicle was towed and stored and the owner had no idea it was LoJack equipped. 

On 08-24-05, CHP Flight Officers assigned to Inland Division Air Operations Victorville, flying “Air-83”, acquired the activation from the Kern County Sheriff’s stolen 1998 Ford Escort, which had been taken in an armed car jacking. They were over the area of Old Highway 18 (National Trails Highway) off Air Expressway when they picked up the signal. “Air-83” located the stolen vehicle on a large lot, which also contained numerous other vehicles. CHP Victorville ground units arrived and contained the location and notified detectives assigned to the San Bernardino County Auto Theft Taskforce “SANCATT”, who arrived and assumed the investigation.  The detectives made contact with the occupants of the residence and obtained consent to search the location. They located one male adult suspect sleeping in the stolen vehicle, which matched the description of the primary car jack suspects. The two other male suspects were also taken into custody (one also matched the general description of suspect #2). All of the suspects were arrested the one in the vehicle for Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property. One had an outstanding warrant and the other for possession of a stolen handgun (possibly used in the car jack) from the State of Michigan. Kern County Sheriff’s were notified and this investigation is still on going to positively identify the suspects. The undamaged vehicle was impounded and held as evidence and no other stolen vehicles were recovered at the location. 


On 08-26-05, a Fontana Police Officer preparing to go into the field for his duty shift acquired the activation (while in the underground parking structure at the station) from the 2004 Ford Focus, which had been reported stolen by Upland PD thirty-eight minutes prior. The officer initiated a broadcast of the activation and along with most of the on going shift, began tracking the signal in an E/B direction. Within moments of leaving the parking structure the signal “localized” and a “BOLO” message was sent out from Upland PD with the suspects name and description. The suspect was the daughter of the victim and was known to have a boyfriend in the City of Fontana. Other officers obtained the address of the boyfriend while the others continued to track the signal, which was isolated to a small apartment complex at Mango and Owen. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied on a small street adjacent to where the boyfriend resided. The officers made contact with both the suspect (female juvenile) and the boyfriend at his residence. The female, who was also a reported Run-A-Way, was arrested as a Run-A-Way and for Auto Theft. She admitted stealing her parent’s vehicle she was detained at Juvenile Hall. The undamaged vehicle was returned to the victim in the field.

On 08-27-05, a San Diego County Sheriffs’ Deputy assigned to the Imperial Beach Station was on patrol in the 800 block of Imperial Beach Blvd. when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1996 Honda Prelude. (This deputy had recovered this vehicle, using LoJack, with an in-custody, on 08-20-05). He tracked the signal to the 1400 block of Connecticut St. where he observed the vehicle parked at the curb.  After watching from a distance for a few minutes, he observed two people around the vehicle. 

As he approached the vehicle, he saw a suspect sitting by the right front of the Honda Prelude. (This suspect had been named as an involved person on the 08-20-05 arrest.)  The suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft and the vehicle was recovered for the second time in seven days.      

On 08-29-05, Fontana PD Officers picked up the silent signal (within forty-six minutes of activation) on a 2002 Ford Explorer, which had been reported stolen to the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Fontana Station. The first unit acquiring the signal was in the area of Cypress and Arrow and the signal was in a N/E direction. With an additional LoJack unit the officers tracked and isolated the signal to the vicinity of Pinyon and Upland Avenue, where they located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied. Another unit conducted a follow-up investigation back to the victim’s location and was informed that they had an idea who took the vehicle. The juvenile son of the victim was contacted (at the residence) and as soon as he saw the police officer he immediately admitted stealing the car. The son, who is basically an incorrigible, was arrested and detained at Juvenile Hall. He stated that the car just stopped or ran out of gas and he would steal it again when he gets the chance. The vehicle, which had minor traffic accident damage, was returned to the victim in the field.      

On 8-29-05, within minutes of activation, Pasadena PD Air- PD-1 was in the area of West Covina when it picked up the silent signal of a 1999 Toyota Camry taken by “Car Jack”. They notified W. Covina officers and began tracking the signal in an east bound direction towards the San Dimas area.  LASD “Air-9” was in contact with PD-1 and also responded to the area. Ground units from the San Dimas station responded to the area of Oakway St and San Dimas Ave where the vehicle was spotted.  Three suspects bailed from the vehicle and ran from the officers.  Air-9 and PD-1 coordinated the search with the ground units who by now were being assisted by W. Covina and located two of the suspects several houses north of where they had abandoned the stolen vehicle. The third was apprehended after the area was cordoned off.  A West Covina PD brought the victim to the scene and obtained a positive field identification of the suspects.  The weapons were located and processed as evidence.  All suspects were booked for the Car Jack crime and the vehicle was later released to the owner, undamaged.


On 08-29-05, CHP Border Division Thermal Air Operations Flight Officers flying “Air-61”, acquired the silent signal from the San Bernardino Sheriff’s Fontana Stolen 2004 Ford F-350 Truck (within ten minutes of activation) as they took off from the airport on an assigned mission into Los Angeles. “Air-61” tracked and isolated the signal into the City of Desert Hot Springs and notified the flight office of the location. The flight crew of “Air-63” responded and also acquired the signal, tracked and located the stolen vehicle parked at a residence in the area of 6th and Cactus Streets. Detectives assigned to the Riverside County Auto Theft Taskforce (RAID) were notified and an undercover unit responded and established surveillance on the location. Approximately twenty minutes later the vehicle went mobile. RAID Detectives along with Desert Hot Springs PD units, conducted a felony vehicle stop at Little Morongo, taking the male adult driver into custody. The suspect (on parole for GTA, imagine that!) was arrested for Parole Violation, Auto Theft and Receiving Stolen Property and the undamaged vehicle was towed and stored.   

