To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for September 2007, Southern California:

During the month of September there were:535 countable  “activations”. 

Los Angeles Co.=292; Orange Co.=40; Santa Barbara Co.=1; San Bernardino Co.=55; San Diego Co.=110; San Luis Obispo Co.=1; Riverside Co. =33; Imperial Co.=1 Ventura Co. =1;  

Total number of activations since system in operation   (1990) in Southern California 34777

Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California: 305 
HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF September 2007: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY:

On 09-02-07, LAPD West Valley patrol officers picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2006 Audi A4 on their on-board LOJACK tracking computer during routine patrol duties. The officers received the signal in the area of Mason Ave and Vanowen Street. The officers tracked and located the vehicle in the area of the 101 Freeway, being driven by a male suspect. The officers attempted a traffic stop. The suspect failed to stop, and a vehicle pursuit ensued. The suspect stopped in the area of the 6700 block of Killion Street, and fled on foot. Officers set up a perimeter, and with the assistance of “Air 16” and a LAPD K-9 unit, the suspect was located and taken into custody for 487 PC (GTA) and 2800 VC (Felony Evading), without further incident. The suspect is on Parole for auto theft and felony evading. The owner of the vehicle had left a spare key in the grove box. The suspect stated to the arresting officers, “My heart was racing, how did you find me, LoJack?” Detectives from LAPD North Hollywood Division are handling the investigation.     

On 9-7-07, within four minutes of the LoJack system activating, law enforcement agencies were tracking the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2001 Chevrolet Malibu. Officers from Hawthorne PD also picked up the signal and tracked the signal to the 3800 block of W. Imperial Highway. They observed the vehicle parked in front of a motel, unoccupied. As the officers were returning to the vehicle, they observed the vehicle drive away. They pulled in behind the vehicle and attempted a high risk traffic stop, but the vehicle and its one male driver sped away. The officers gave chase until the vehicle had to stop for traffic and then they drove in behind it, pinning it between them and a vehicle stopped at a light. The officers exited their vehicles, quickly opened the suspect’s driver’s door and at gun point, ordered him out. The suspect refused to comply with the officers’ demands and accelerated his vehicle, ramming the vehicle to his front and then put his vehicle in reverse, ramming the police vehicle. The officers then, using non lethal force, tazered the suspect and extracted him from the vehicle. The suspect was arrested for 10851 VC (Driving without Owners Consent). (DON’T TAZE ME BRO)
On 9-9-07, a detective from the LASD Norwalk Station was on patrol in a marked LoJack equipped unit when she picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1996 Acura TL, minutes after entry into the stolen system. She obtained a description and direction of signal and began tracking from the area of Imperial Hwy and Firestone Blvd. Alerting other units of the LoJack “Hit”, the detective continued tracking until she observed the vehicle driving thru a parking lot on Pioneer Blvd.  She followed the vehicle as it went behind a large commercial structure and observed the driver foot bail from the vehicle.  Assisting units responded and aided in the foot chase. The suspect was apprehended without further incident.  According to the detective, the suspect had a “shaved key” and was a “Parolee at Large” with an outstanding warrant.  He was later booked and charged with VC10851 DWOC, PC 496 RSP receiving stolen property and PC466 Possession of burglar tools. The vehicle was later returned to its owner, undamaged.

On 09-12-07, Detectives from LA County West TRAP (Taskforce for Regional Auto theft Prevention) picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2003 Nissan 350 on their portable LOJACK tracking computer (eighteen minutes after the vehicle was reported stolen) while on routine patrol. The detectives tracked the stolen vehicle to a vacant lot, located in the area of 8400 Sunland Blvd. Additional detectives from T.R.A.P. responded to the location and set up surveillance on the vehicle. The detectives recovered the vehicle, and conducted a follow up investigation at the location. Detectives were able to obtain the name of the suspect, who had been fired from a repossession company, and used a Tow truck to transport the stolen vehicle to the location. Detectives obtained a felony arrest warrant, charging the suspect with one count of 487 PC (GTA). Detectives from TRAP are handling this investigation.
On 9-13-07, LASD Air-7 flight deputies picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2007 Toyota FJC while in the area of Santa Anita and Valley Blvd.  The deputies advised Temple Station patrol deputies of the “Hit” and continued tracking until they observed the vehicle traveling thru a parking lot.  Ground units arrived and spotted the vehicle as it was turning S/B on Santa Anita Ave. The ground units observed a female driving the vehicle who matched the description of the listed suspect and effected a felony traffic stop. The female was detained and identified as the listed suspect.  A search of the vehicle resulted in syringes and a scale being located.  The female was questioned and admitted she had driven the vehicle from Victorville because she had an argument with her boyfriend. She was taken into custody and booked VC10851 DWOC. The vehicle was stored and undamaged.  

On 9-16-07, within thirty-four minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers from LAPD 77th St Division were tracking the victim’s stolen 1992 GMC Yukon. 77th Street Gang unit, Officers tracked the LoJack signal to a residential back yard located off an alley in the 1600 block of W. 60th Street. When additional requested back-up units arrived, they observed a vehicle leaving the back yard. The officers conducted a traffic stop, locating a critical witness. With the witness in the vehicle, they returned to the location just in time to see two male suspects attempting to leave the location in the stolen vehicle. The suspects abandoned the vehicle, fled on foot but were soon taken into custody. The officer investigation found that the suspects stole the vehicle, drove it to the 60th Street location, stripped parts off the vehicle and were going to dump it when the officers arrived. Both suspects were arrested for 487(D) PC GTA (Grand Theft Auto). Parts from the stolen vehicle were recovered from the suspect’s garage along with several other parts believed to be stolen. One of the suspects was on probation for GTA and operating a Chop Shop. The case is being investigated by 77TH Street Detectives.

On 9-25-07, California Highway Patrol Air-H-58 flight officers were on patrol when they picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2005 Honda Civic. Notifying LASD Norwalk deputies, they continued tracking the signal to the 14500 block of Cabrillo where they observed a red Honda parked in the driveway of a residence.  Deputies responded to that location and confirmed the LoJack signal as coming from the vehicle.  After closer examination, it was determined that the vehicle was a recent Vin Switch.  They made contact with a female who lived at the location. She provided information and DMV records showing the vehicle was registered to her brother.  She was detained while further investigation was conducted.  A second newer Honda was observed parked in front of the stolen Honda. Upon examination, that vehicle was also determined to be a recent Vin Switch stolen, however, could not be identified at this time and needed further investigation by TRAP detectives.  Both vehicles were taken as evidence and stored for further investigation.  The female was identified and assisted in the investigation giving deputies information on her brother. She was released at the scene pending further investigation by TRAP detectives.
On 9-25-07, an officer from the Long Beach PD picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2000 Chevrolet Camaro. The officer tracked the signal to 41 W. Adams Street where he observed the vehicle parked and unoccupied. The officer notified Detectives, who responded and set up a surveillance of the vehicle. After a couple of hours, they observed one male suspect enter the vehicle and drive away. The Detectives conducted a high risk traffic stop, taking the suspect into custody. The suspect was arrested for 487(D) PC (Grand Theft Auto). The Detectives’ investigation found that the suspect was not one of the car-jacking suspects. The suspect admitted to placing an advertisement in the Recycler, wanting a transmission for his broken Camaro. The suspect was contacted by the car-jacking suspects who met him at a street corner, gave him the keys to the victim’s vehicle, collected their money and left the suspect with the vehicle.

On 9-26-07, officers from the LAPD Central Division picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1991 Honda Accord while in the area of the Twin Towers (LA County Jail). After identifying the vehicle, they tracked the signal to the area of Main St and Bruno and located the unoccupied vehicle.  Surveillance was set and at approximately 1530 hrs, they observed two adult males enter the vehicle and make a U-turn on Main St. A felony traffic stop was initiated and the suspects were taken into custody without fur incident. The suspects were later booked for vehicle theft.
On 09-27-07, LASD patrol units picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2003 Cadillac Escalade on their on board LOJACK tracking computer (eight minutes after the vehicle was reported stolen) while on routine patrol. The deputies tracked the vehicle and made a felony traffic stop at South Street and Downey Street.  The suspect had just left a market after attempting to pass a bad check. Detectives from LA County TRAP (Taskforce for Regional Auto theft Prevention), were at the scene and conducted an investigation. They learned the female suspect had purchased the vehicle with a fraudulent application, using a social security number from a victim who lives in Ohio. The suspect was wanted by LAPD for Identity theft and passing bad checks. The detectives recovered evidence inside of the stolen vehicle connecting the suspect to other crimes. Suspect was taken into custody for auto theft, and numerous other felony related crimes, without incident. Detectives from TRAP are handling this investigation.

On 9-27-07, within minutes of activation, CHP Santa Fe Springs officers picked up the silent LoJack code of a stolen 06 Scion XB.  After identifying the vehicle, the officers notified an ISU Investigator who responded from his office in an unmarked patrol unit with a portable LoJack tracking unit.  The units tracked the stolen Scion to a fast foods parking lot on Firestone Blvd and Pangborn.  Surveillance was established and the area cordoned off by assisting units.  A short time later, two suspects were observed leaving the restaurant and entering the vehicle.  As the vehicle began backing out, marked patrol units converged and blocked the vehicle. At that time, both driver and passenger fled the vehicle and were apprehended without further incident. Further investigation revealed the driver was a Juvenile who had an outstanding no bail warrant and also Marijuana in his possession. The passenger, an adult was identified as a Parolee at large.  Numerous felony and Misdemeanor charges were filed against both. Both suspects were remanded into custody. 

On 9-28-07, LASD Century deputies overheard LAPD Air 18 flight officers requesting assistance from ground units to respond to the area of the 10343 block of Kalmia St. Further the airship indicated they were tracking the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1995 Acura Integra.  The airship tracked and located the stolen vehicle in a back yard of a residence and directed deputies to that location.  Confirmation of the license was made and the vehicle identified. Two males were detained and with the permission of a resident, consent to search was approved. A TRAP Detective responded to the location and assumed the investigation. The deputies entered the garage where one of the suspects slept and discovered parts to the stolen Acura, a set of shaved keys, two rifles with high capacity magazines, numerous parts belonging to other vehicles as well as tools and an engine hoist. Another vehicle was found at a location next door, a vacant house.  This vehicle another Honda was found to have stolen parts from the second vehicle located on the first property. It too was taken as evidence. The two suspects were arrested and later booked for operating a Chop Shop. (This is chop Shop # 305 for LoJack system in Southern California.)
OUT OF STATE RECOVERIES:

MEXICO RECOVERIES: 

On 9-18-07, the victim was shopping in Tijuana when the 2002 GMC Envoy was stolen. The victim reported it stolen to the Municipal Police, then to the California Highway Patrol-Mexico Liaison. Approximately two hours after it was entered by the CHP, a Mexico Federal Officer picked up the signal and tracked it to a known drug cartel house. The Federal Officer was by himself, and for officer safety chose to await further assistance. Two days later additional Federal Officers returned to Tijuana from another operation, and with the additional officers converged on the location of the stolen GMC Envoy. Once entry was made into the house, in addition to the LoJack equipped GMC, they found a Cadillac Escalade, Mercedes Benz, Ford F150 and a Chevrolet Tahoe all of which were reported stolen. Also, the Federal officers confiscated illegal drugs, AK-47 rifles and hand grenades.  Two people in the house were arrested and booked on numerous charges relating to the stolen vehicles, weapons and drug charges.

Thirty (30) LoJack equipped vehicles stolen from the United States were recovered from Mexico during the month of September 07.
LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY:

On 09-10-07, within eight minutes of activation, a CHP Flight Officer flying Airplane-83 acquired the silent LoJack signal from the El Monte PD stolen 2004 Infiniti Q-56. He first acquired the signal in the vicinity of Hesperia Road and Nisqualli Road, in the City of Victorville. The signal was tracked and isolated to a residential area in the 12800 block of First Street. CHP and San Bernardino Sheriff’s ground units responded to the area and “pinpointed” the signal to a garage at a residence. A male adult (possible suspect) was outside standing on the sidewalk looking up at the airplane. When questioned and asked if he owned a 2004 Infiniti Sport Utility vehicle he replied, “yes I do”. He stated that it was parked inside the garage and gave the officers consent to look. He entered the residence, accompanied by the officers, and opened the garage. He was quite shocked when he was placed under arrest for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property (what the heck was I thinking). The undamaged vehicle was towed and stored. 

On 09-12-07, within forty minutes of activation, a Riverside County Sheriff’s Deputy assigned to the Southwest Temecula Area acquired the silent LoJack signal from the San Diego PD stolen 2001 Honda Accord. The deputy initiated a broadcast of the LoJack hit, his direction and signal direction. Requesting additional units to assist he began tracking the signal N/B from the 215 Freeway at Newport Road. He tracked the signal W/B Newport for several miles then S/B Piedra Road. The vehicle was located parked, unoccupied, in front of a residence in the 30000 of Cleary. Additional units arrived and surveillance was established. Within fifteen minutes a male and female were observed entering the stolen vehicle. The deputies deployed on the vehicle taking both suspects into custody without incident. The male (driver) spontaneously stated, “I know you are here because the car is stolen” (another genius). He was arrested for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property and his girlfriend was released following questioning. The undamaged vehicle was then towed and stored. This is the third time that this vehicle had been stolen and recovered.      
On 09-18-07, a CHP Flight Officer flying Airplane-61, Border Division Air Operations, Thermal California, acquired the silent LoJack signal from the 2001 23 inch radial arm saw which had been reported stolen to the Beaumont PD the day before. The aircraft picked up the signal some distance away and tracked it into the City of Beaumont. The flight officer then isolated it to a residential construction cite and directed ground units into the location. Responding Beaumont PD units “pinpointed” the signal to the location and detained five male suspects. The stolen saw was identified along with the lumber that was also stolen with the saw. Two suspects were identified in the investigation and were arrested for Grand Theft and Possession of Stolen Property. The stolen property was then released to the victim. This was the second time that this saw was stolen and recovered by LoJack. The estimated value of this recovery is $11,800.00. The LoJack Air Force strikes again!

On 09-25-07, within four minutes of activation, a Riverside Sheriff’s Deputy assigned to the Perris Station acquired the silent LoJack signal from the Riverside PD stolen 2003 Toyota Tacoma. He was in the vicinity of Clark and Nandina, in the unincorporated area of the county, known as Mead Valley. He initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, his location, and signal direction. Additional units were requested to respond and assist in the tracking of the vehicle. As he tracked the signal in a S/W direction to Hayes, then S/B to Martin, the signal then went to an E/B direction indicating that the vehicle was moving. The deputy was S/B Day Street stopped at Cajalco Road when the signal became very strong from an E/B direction. He then observed the vehicle pass his location W/B on Cajalco Road driven by one male suspect. He followed the vehicle and as soon as a back-up unit arrived they conducted a felony vehicle stop. The suspect was taken into custody without incident and stated that he took the vehicle after seeing the window down and keys in the ignition. He was arrested for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property and the undamaged vehicle was then returned to the owner.  
LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY: 

On 09-03-07, Colton PD officers acquired the LoJack activation on the Montclair PD stolen 1999 Honda Accord, while at the station. They began tracking the signal in a southwest direction and located the vehicle, not to far from the station, in the driveway of a residence in the 400 block of West “L” Street. Two male adult suspects were in the process of stripping the vehicle. As the units arrived one of the suspects ran into the residence and fled through the rear yard and was not apprehended. The second suspect was detained a short distance from the location and arrested. He was charged with Auto Theft, GTA (with prior convictions), and Possession of Stolen Property. He was also was in possession of a “shaved key”. The suspect that eluded capture was identified, and an arrest warrant will be issued. The vehicle was towed and stored.   
On 09-14-07, Redlands PD officers completed a stolen vehicle report, which named a suspect in the theft. The suspect had been visiting the victim and while, inside the residence, took the vehicle keys and then took the vehicle.  Within sixteen minutes of being reported stolen, Redlands PD Officers acquired the silent LoJack signal in the vicinity of Columbia Street and Colton Avenue. The signal indicated that the vehicle was in a S/W direction. Other units also acquired the activation from other locations within the city. They triangulated the signal with several units and located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, at Oxford and Brockton. Surveillance was established and a short time later the described suspect, along with another male, entered the vehicle. The officers immediately deployed on the vehicle taking both suspects into custody without incident. The driver (named suspect) had the vehicle keys and both suspects were arrested for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property. Burglary charges may also be pending if the main suspect entered the residence with the intent to take the vehicle keys. The undamaged vehicle was released to the victim in the field.   

On 09-19-07, within twenty-five minutes of activation, Ontario PD officers acquired the silent LoJack signal from the Monrovia PD stolen 2003 Honda Pilot. The first officer picking up the signal was S/B Vineyard at 4th Street. She initiated a broadcast of the activation giving the signal direction and her location. She began tracking the signal and thought it might be on the I-10 Freeway. Other units also picked up the signal N/B on Grove Avenue at Mission Boulevard. They tracked and located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, in a motel parking lot. Utilizing an undercover detective the manager was interviewed and they were unable to determine who drove the vehicle to the location. About one hour later the units observed a male adult suspect enter the vehicle and drive off W/B on Holt Boulevard. A felony vehicle stop was conducted and the suspect (who thought about running for a split second) was taken into custody without incident. The keys were in the vehicle and the suspect (also a parolee) admitted knowing the vehicle was stolen. He was arrested for Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property and Parole Violation and the undamaged vehicle was released to the reporting party.         


On 09-19-07, within twenty minutes of activation, CHP Flight Officer flying “Airplane-61” acquired the silent LoJack signal from the San Bernardino Sheriff’s stolen 1994 Honda Accord. He received the signal some distance away and was flying above an extremely dense cloud cover. Utilizing the GPS “moving map” he isolated the signal to the area of La Gloria and Arrowhead, in the City of Rialto. CHP Investigative Services Unit investigators had been monitoring the radio broadcast and responded to the area, along with a marked CHP (LoJack equipped) ground unit. The officer in the ground unit tracked and located the stolen Honda at a residence in the 2200 block of Arrowhead. She also observed two male suspects exiting another 1994 Honda (Fontana PD stolen) as she passed the location. She took up a position of advantage and watched them enter the residence then leave. One suspect returned with two females about an hour later, and he entered the LoJack stolen and drove off. ISU investigators took him into custody down the street and detained the females at the house. He was arrested for GTA and Possession of Stolen Property and the females on outstanding warrants. In a “consent search” of the residence, officers obtained evidence linking the suspects to at least five other GTA’s. The ISU investigation determined that the suspects were under investigation by the sheriff’s department. A “six-pack” photo line-up was shown to the first officer on scene and she made positive identification of the second suspect, who is also an active parolee. On 09-24-07 he was involved in a “Car Jacking” and subsequently arrested on 09-26-07 while driving another stolen vehicle. He was arrested on GTA and related charges with a parole hold. This case is still under investigation to determine if this is a theft ring.





 

On 09-25-07, a San Bernardino PD officer in the 1100 block of West 3rd Street acquired the silent LoJack signal from the stolen 1999 Multiquip Generator, which had been reported earlier that night to their department. The officer requested additional units to respond to the area and began tracking the signal. Detectives assigned to the County Auto Theft Taskforce (SANCATT) monitored the broadcast and also responded from the office. With the assistance of sheriff’s helicopter 40KING-3, the original officer  “pinpointed” the signal to the rear yard of a residence in the 100 block of “J” Street. He advised SANCATT Detectives that he had looked over the fence and observed the generator in the yard. An attempt was made to make contact with the occupants of the residence, but there was no answer. One of the SANCATT Detectives then left the location and obtained a search warrant. Before he returned two suspects arrived in another vehicle, one male and one female, both were detained without incident. The warrant was served and the $30,000.00 stolen generator was recovered, undamaged. 

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 

On 09-02-07, a San Diego K-9 Officer was on patrol near 30th St. and University Ave., when he received the silent code of a stolen 1995 Ford Mustang just seven minutes after it had been reported stolen. He started tracking the signal and located it to the rear of a house in the 4100 block of 32nd St. There were two males in the vehicle and two females outside the car. All were detained until cover units arrived. Inside the car were numerous stereo faceplates, stereos and speakers that were all tied to a commercial burglary. A key fitting the ignition was found in the pocket of one of the suspects. 

The two males were arrested and booked for commercial burglary and auto theft. The vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage.

On 09-27-07, a San Diego County Sheriffs’ Deputy assigned to the Vista station was on patrol when he received the silent code of a stolen 2005 BMW 325. He tracked the signal for a short distance and then observed the vehicle at Vista Village Dr. and North Santa Fe. When he activated the emergency lights on the patrol car, the driver sped southbound on S. Santa Fe. Approximately two miles later, the driver ran off the road and came to a stop. The driver explained that a friend had given him the car in Ocean Beach. He then added he should have known it was stolen because his friend never had that nice a car. 

The suspect was booked for auto theft and the car was towed for safe keeping.
LoJack of VENTURA COUNTY:

On 09-06-07, Investigators from Oxnard Police Department picked up the silent signal from the stolen 2001 GMC Yukon on their portable LOJACK tracking computer (fifteen minutes after being reported stolen) after receiving a text message of the activation. The Investigators tracked the stolen vehicle to Hueneme Street and Cortland Ave. The vehicle was parked on the street, and was unoccupied.  The Investigators set up surveillance on the stolen vehicle, were they observed a male suspect enter the vehicle and drive away. The Investigators followed the suspect and requested patrol units to assist. A high risk traffic stop was conducted after the officers deployed a spike strip to stop the suspects’ vehicle. The suspect was taken into custody for 10851 VC (DWOC) without incident. The suspect is on probation for auto theft related offences. The suspect had taken the keys from the owner without permission. Investigators from the Oxnard Police Department are handling this investigation.

No notable activities in LoJack of SANTA BARBARA COUNTY; LoJack of IMPERIAL COUNTY; LoJack of San Luis Obispo COUNTY AND LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY. 
