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From:
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LoJack Corporation – So. California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for October, 2002 Southern California:
During the month of October, there were 249 countable" activations” 

 (Los Angeles Co 156=San Diego Co =43; Orange Co =18; San Bernardino = 18; Riverside Co =12; Ventura Co =3; Imperial Co=0).

Number of activations for this calender year to date So CA (2002)= 2161

Total number of activations last calender year= 2142
Total number of activations since system in operation  (1990) So. CA=13130

Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system So. CA= 156





Northern California

Total number of activations since system in operation 3/2000 No. CA=484

During the month of October there were (24) No. California countable “activations”

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF October, 2002


LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: On 10-15-02, LASD Flight Deputies working “AIR-7”, acquired the activation on the Alhambra PD stolen 1991 Toyota Camry. “Air-7” tracked and isolated the signal to the area of Lifur and Navarro Streets, in the City of Los Angeles. They located the vehicle, which was parked, and appeared unoccupied. The vehicle then went mobile and drove into the City of Alhambra, where the driver parked at the intersection of Martin and Budau Streets.


One male juvenile driver and one female juvenile passenger exited the vehicle and walked to a residence, down the block from where they parked the vehicle. Alhambra PD units were advised and responded to the location, where the suspects were detained on the front porch of the residence. “Air-7” identified the two suspects detained as the suspect from the vehicle. Officers recovered two attached key rings, from a BBQ on the porch, which had a number of “shaved keys” attached. The keys started the stolen vehicle and the driver suspect was arrested for 487(d) PC (GTA). The female was released pending further investigation.


The driver stated that he was involved with two additional suspects (that he identified), who were stealing and stripping vehicles, from the Alhambra area. The detectives are continuing their investigation in this case and based on these statements may, at a later time, classify this as an autotheft ring operation. The vehicle was later released to the victim undamaged. (#157 for LoJack system)

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: On 10-08-02, two officers from the SDPD-Northeastern station were returning from court when they picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1997 Honda Civic. After approximately 4-5 minutes they located the vehicle parked in a motel parking lot. After recovering the vehicle, they checked the guest list of the motel and recognized the name of a suspect that had outstanding arrest warrants for auto-theft. They arrested the suspect for the warrants and obtained a confession for the theft of the vehicle. The arrest warrant was for three stolen vehicles that had been recovered a week earlier at the suspect’s residence. 


LoJack of RIVERSIDE: On 10-11-02 a CHP officer assigned to the San Gorgonio Pass Station, acquired the activation on the stolen 1998 Toyota Camry, reported by South Gate PD. The officer initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, her location and signal direction. Requesting additional units to respond she began tracking the signal (this was her first time tracking a LoJack signal). The signal was isolated to a casino in the City of Cabazon. After a search the vehicle was located in the parking lot, unoccupied. The officers, who were also assisted by a deputy from Riverside Sheriff’s Department Banning Station, contacted Tribal Security and viewed the surveillance tapes of the parking lot. They showed a male adult suspect park the vehicle and enter the casino. In viewing of the security cameras inside the casino, the suspect was located at a gambling table. The officers proceeded to the suspect’s location and arrested him for 10851 CVC (DWOC) and 496(d) PC (RSP). The vehicle was towed and stored with no damage.

LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: On 10-08-02 officers from Buena Park PD, acquired the activation on the “Car Jacked” 1995 Honda Accord, from LASD Lakewood Station. Initiating a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information (which also included a description of the suspects), signal direction and location, the officers began tracking the signal. The described vehicle was located in the parking lot of a hotel in the 7600 block of Beach Boulevard, occupied by one male adult suspect. The suspect, who matched the description of one of the suspects in the car jacking, was taken into custody without incident. Investigation by officers revealed that there were two other possible suspects who had accompanied this suspect to the location. They had also rented two rooms with a stolen credit card. The officers door knocked the two rooms, and arrested the two additional suspects, one male and one female adult. The female also matched the description of the car jack suspects. The stolen credit card used to rent the rooms was unrelated to the car jacking, however, officers recovered the victim’s driver’s license in one of the rooms. The suspects were arrested and booked for 215 PC (Car Jacking) and possession with use of a stolen credit card. The vehicle was impounded with no apparent damage.
LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO COUNTY, LoJack of  VENTURA COUNTY and IMPERIAL COUNTY, no notable activities. 

MEXICO RECOVERIES: The California Highway Patrol Mexico Liaison unit recovered six (6) LoJack equipped stolen vehicles from Mexico during the month of October.  

Out of State recoveries: On 10-11-02 California Highway Patrol Investigators crossed into Mexico at the Otay Mesa crossing and contacted an officer from the State Judicial office to assist them while looking for stolen vehicles in the Tijuana area. Immediately after turning on the portable LoJack tracker, they picked up the silent code of a stolen 1996 Ford Mustang. They tracked the signal approximately 10-15 minutes until the vehicle was observed parked outside a residence two miles South of the International border. The Investigators approached the house and contacted a male resident. When asked about the vehicle, he produced the keys and a weak alibi as to how he had gained possession of the Ford Mustang. The suspect is a U.S. citizen and was arrested by State Judicial for possession of stolen property.
Agencies posting custody incidents at termination of tracking were as follows: On 10-1-02, officers from the LAPD Southeast Division picked up the silent code of a stolen 1995 Pontiac Grand AM while in the area of Broadway and Imperial Hwy. They tracked the signal to the area of 111th and Main St, were they observed one male adult driving the vehicle. The officers followed the vehicle to 113th St and Main St and when they activated their emergency lights, the suspect pulled to the curb and stopped. He was then taken into custody without further incident. The vehicle was later returned to its owner, undamaged.


On 10-2-02, officers from the Long Beach PD Special Enforcement Section (SES) picked up the silent code of a stolen 1992 Honda Accord while patrolling their city. Coordination with other SES officers, the vehicle was tracked and located parked and unoccupied at Belmont and Anaheim St. Surveillance was set and within a short time, they observed a male adult enter and drive off. A felony vehicle stop was initiated and the suspect was taken into custody without further incident. During the investigation, it was learned the suspect was a “parolee” and was in possession of several “shaved keys”. He was booked PC 487(d) GTA, VC 10851 DWOC and Parole Violation. The vehicle was returned to its owner, undamaged.


On 10-2-02, deputies from the San Diego Sheriff’s Santee Station picked up the silent code of a San Diego PD stolen 2002 Ford F-250 while patrolling the unincorporated area of El Cajon. Within five minutes the deputies had located the vehicle as it pulled into a hotel parking lot. A felony traffic stop was initiated and the suspect taken into custody without incident. The vehicle was impounded and undamaged.

On 10-05-02, LAPD officers from Southeast Division, acquired the activation from a stolen 1991 Ford Explorer, while traveling E/B on Century Boulevard approaching Avalon Boulevard. They then observed a vehicle matching the stolen vehicle description, exiting the drive-thru, at a fast food restaurant. Two adult suspects occupied the vehicle, one male driver and one female passenger. Requesting additional units to respond the officers began following the vehicle. The suspects pulled over and stopped in the 400 block of E. 101st Street, where the officers deployed on the suspects, taking them into custody without incident. The driver, also on parole for burglary, was arrested and booked for 10851 CVC (DWOC) and 3056 PC (Parole Violation. The female was questioned and released and the vehicle towed and stored with no damage.


On 10-04-02, deputies from LASD Lennox Station, acquired the activation from an LAPD West Valley Division stolen 1997 Ford Mustang. The deputies were W/B on 111th Street at Acacia Avenue, when they picked up the silent signal. Initiating a broadcast of the activation, they tracked and located the stolen vehicle at 104th Street and Firmona Avenue. One female adult suspect occupied the vehicle, which the deputies stopped and took into custody without incident. She indicated that she had purchased the vehicle from a female in the Hollywood area. However, she had no paperwork indicating such and no valid identification. It was also determined that she was driving on a suspended license. The suspect was arrested and booked for 10851 CVC (DWOC) and 14601.6 CVC (suspended license). The vehicle was towed and stored with no damage.


On 10-09-02, an officer from the San Diego PD Central Division picked up the silent code of a stolen 2000 Pontiac Grand Am. After tracking the signal for approximately 3-4 minutes, he saw the occupied vehicle in front of him. He activated his emergency lights to stop the vehicle, but the vehicle continued on for approximately two blocks. Suddenly the vehicle pulled to the curb, and the female driver and two passengers took off running. After a short foot pursuit, and upon hearing the K-9, the suspect and passengers halted and were taken into custody without further incident. The vehicle was towed and stored with out any damage.


On 10-09-02, an officer from the Chula Vista Police Department picked up the silent code of a stolen Ford Windstar. He tracked the signal for approximately five minutes until he spotted the vehicle parked with a sole occupant behind the steering wheel. The suspect was arrested and booked for 10851(a) VC, auto theft. The vehicle apparently had been driven back across the border from Mexico into Chula Vista when the recovery was made.


On 10-10-02, the owner of a 1999 Ford Explorer notified police that an ex-boyfriend had taken her vehicle for the second time and had threatened violence if reported to the police.  Approximately 2341 hrs, a deputy from the LASD Lancaster Station picked up the silent code and tracked the signal to Cedar Ave and J Avenue, locating the vehicle parked on a residential street. Surveillance was established and within two hours, the suspect came back to the vehicle and began entering. A deputy approached and detained the suspect. While the deputy was interviewing the suspect, the handling officers from LAPD learned that the suspect was being detained. They instructed the deputy to arrest the suspect and transport him to the station. Officers from LAPD responded, obtained custody of the suspect and transported him to Van Nuys Jail to be booked for PC 422 Criminal Threats, PC 417 Brandishing a firearm and VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was released to its owner, undamaged.


On 10-10-02, officers from the LAPD Harbor Division received a silent signal from a stolen 1998 Lexus GS300 and as they began to track, also received information from LAPD communications that Air FOX from Long Beach had picked up the same code and was tracking it in the area of 21st St and Alma St. As the officers neared the location described by Air FOX, they were informed that the air crew observed a female driver get out of the Lexus, enter another vehicle and drive off. Further information received was that the female had jumped from the second vehicle and was hiding in bushes a short distance away. While Air-FOX contained the suspect, the officers arrived and were directed by citizens who had witnessed this event. The female was then taken into custody without further incident. Other officers assisted in searching for the driver of the second vehicle, however, were unable to locate that driver. Information received from Air-FOX was that the female arrested had thrown a set of keys out of the vehicle as she fled. The officers searched the area and located the car keys. The female was booked VC 10851 DWOC and the vehicle was later released to its owner, undamaged.


On 10-11-02, Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Air-7 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 1993 Ford Taurus as they lifted off from the heliport and tracked it to the area of 7th St and Alamitos. They notified Long Beach PD officers of their position and description, then tracked the signal to a parking lot of a local motel on 7th between Alamitos and Orange. Officers from the Long Beach PD responded to the area and located the vehicle. After a short time, the ground units contacted the motel manager and obtained the description of the suspect as well as the motel room. They made contact with a female and as they checked the room, they located the vehicle keys in clothing belonging to her. The suspect was arrested without further incident and later booked VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was impounded and undamaged.


On 10-13-02, LAPD Central Division officers picked up the silent signal from a stolen 1995 Mitsubishi Montero, reported to San Bernardino Sheriff’s Twin Peaks Station (Lake Arrowhead area). The officers had just left Jail Division when they acquired the activation. They initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information, which included the description of a “named suspect” in the theft. Tracking the signal in a N/B direction, the officers located the vehicle in the 800 block of N. Alameda Street. One female adult suspect occupied the vehicle and she matched the general description of the “named suspect”. The vehicle was stopped and the suspect was taken into custody without incident. She was indeed the suspect in the theft and further investigation disclosed that she was the stepdaughter of the victim. The suspect was arrested and booked for 10851 CVC (DWOC) and the vehicle was impounded with no damage.


On 10-13-02, a LASD deputy from Lakewood Station was dispatched to a stolen vehicle investigation. Upon arrival he was informed that the vehicle, a 1991 Toyota Camry was equipped with a LoJack system. Upon entering the vehicle into the stolen vehicle system, he received the activation and initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information. The deputy tracked and located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, in the parking lot of a bar in the 16100 block of Bonfair, two miles from the theft. A Detective assigned to the Autotheft Detail, who was working in the field, monitored the broadcast. Based on the M/O (vehicle information, location where the vehicle was, etc.), matched that of a known auto-thief that he had worked and arrested on other occasions. Surveillance was established and approximately two hours later, a male adult exited the bar and entered the stolen vehicle. He drove off and was stopped down the street from the location, where he was taken into custody without incident. He was the suspect that the detective thought might have been involved and had just been released from custody, for autotheft, five days prior. He was arrested for 10851 CVC (DWOC) and the vehicle was released to the victim.


On 10-13-02, Pasadena PD Air-PD-1 flight officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 1993 Volvo 850 while flying patrol and tracked it to the area of Sierra Bonita and Washington Blvd. A Patrol unit in the area also picked up the code and responded.  Assisting units rolled from the police station and began team tracking the stolen vehicle. Apparently the vehicle was moving causing the ground units to loose the signal. Within minutes, Air PD1 re-acquired the signal and tracked the vehicle to the area of Sierra Madre Blvd and Walnut, where they observed the vehicle pulling into a parking lot. PD-1 maintained surveillance while assisting ground units responded, taking the driver into custody without further incident. The suspect was booked VC 10851 DWOC and the vehicle later released to its owner.


On 10-14-02, officers from Montclair PD monitored a broadcast from Pomona PD of a LoJack activation, on a stolen 1996 Buick Riviera from Upland PD. Two LoJack equipped units responded toward the vicinity of Mills and Holt, where the stolen vehicle was observed N/B on Mills approaching Kingsley. One male adult suspect occupied the vehicle. The units conducted a vehicle stop taking the suspect into custody without incident. 
The suspect indicated that he had purchased the vehicle from the registered owned and had a bill of sale. The officers conducted a follow-up investigation into the matter and determined that he had indeed purchased the vehicle. The registered owner (victim) was subsequently arrested for filing a false police report, with additional charges on unrelated warrants. The suspect driving the vehicle was later released.


On 10-15-02, Air-16 flight officers picked up the silent signal of an LAPD Central stolen 2000 Acura Integra and tracked it to the area of Normandy and Exposition. They notified Southwest units of the “hit” and location, then had to leave on a “hot shot” call. Officers tracked the signal to the 1400 block of 36th St and Normandy and began their investigation. Several vehicles at the location were identified as salvage as well as numerous auto parts being discovered. The officers contacted BADCAT detectives and advised them of the circumstances. While waiting for the detectives, the officers discovered parts from the stolen Acura. Detectives arrived and conducted their investigation eventually impounding three vehicles identified as salvage. As a result of this investigation, detectives have identified two main auto theft suspects and have classified this incident as a “Chop Shop”. (#156 for LoJack system)  Investigation continues.


On 10-19-02, minutes after activation, San Marino PD officers picked up the silent code of a stolen 2000 Toyota Tundra while in route to their station with a prisoner. The officers dropped off the prisoner at the station jail, then began search for the vehicle. They picked up the signal on the west end of San Marino and continued tracking into Pasadena. They then observed the vehicle N/B Marengo Ave at Glen Arm, then saw the vehicle enter the 110 Freeway towards Los Angeles. With the assistance of South Pasadena PD and another San Marino unit, a traffic stop was initiated at Academy Rd and the 110 Freeway. The driver, an adult female was taken into custody without further incident. The suspect was later booked VC 10851 DWOC and the vehicle impounded and undamaged.

On 10-19-02 an officer from Carlsbad Police Department picked up the silent code of a stolen 2001 Nissan Sentra just seven minutes following activation, while in the area of Ave. Magnifica. The female registered owner had been the victim of an assault, and then had her vehicle stolen by the suspect. The vehicle was tracked to an address off Oceanside Blvd in Oceanside. Arresting officers obtained a consent search of the residence where the stolen Nissan had been located. The suspect was located hiding under a bed at the residence. He was arrested without incident, and booked for charges relating to ADW and Stolen Vehicle. The vehicle was returned to the owner without any damage.


On 10-22-02, just 19 minutes after activation, deputies from the SDSO Lemon Grove Sheriff’s station picked up the silent code of a stolen 1998 Dodge Caravan near Kenton and Lancing St. They located the vehicle approximately 15 minutes later, being occupied by two suspects. 

A field investigation revealed the driver was on probation for drug related convictions. During the inventory of the stolen vehicle, the Deputies found drugs, scales and other paraphernalia as well as a .32 revolver. Both suspects were booked for appropriate charges, and the vehicle was recovered without any damage. 


On 10-23-02, deputies from the Los Angeles Sheriff’s Lennox Station picked up the silent code of a stolen 1994 Saturn SL while patrolling the area of 111th and Hawthorne Blvd. The deputies broadcasted the information and direction of signal and continued tracking. Within a few minutes, they located the vehicle in a parking lot at 104th and Hawthorne Blvd. Three people occupied the vehicle and were detained. A field investigation identified the driver as the suspect who stole the vehicle. She was arrested without further incident and booked at the Lennox Station for VC 10851 DWOC. The vehicle was impounded and undamaged.


On 10-23-02, LAPD Flight Officers assigned to “Air-8”, picked up the silent signal from the Hawthorne PD stolen 1997 Buick Riviera, in the vicinity of La Brea Boulevard and Coliseum Avenue. Initiating a broadcast of the activation, their location and signal direction, they requested additional ground units to respond. Officers from Southwest and 77th Divisions responded toward the area, one of the 77th units was also LoJack equipped and acquired the signal. An additional 77th unit, investigating a traffic accident at 67th Street and 10th Avenue, also monitored the broadcast. They observed the described stolen vehicle, which was occupied by three suspects, two male and one female adults drive by their location. Entering their vehicle, they initiated a broadcast that they were now following the stolen vehicle N/B
 on Crenshaw Boulevard from 67th Street. When sufficient back-up units arrived, the vehicle was stopped and the suspects taken into custody without incident. The suspects were arrested on autotheft charges and the vehicle impounded with no damage.


On 10-23-02, officers from Laguna Beach and Newport Beach PD, had picked up the signal from the stolen 1996 Ford F-250 Truck, reported by Long Beach PD. The vehicle was traveling in a N/B direction toward the City of Huntington Beach. At approximately 1852 hours, Huntington Beach Flight Officers in Air “HB-1” acquired the activation in the area of Goldenwest Boulevard and Warner Avenue. Initiating a broadcast of the activation, “HB-1” requested additional ground units and began tracking the signal. Responding units also tracked and located the vehicle parked, unoccupied, in the area of Blaylock and “A” Street. Surveillance was established and a short time later, three suspects (two males and one female) approached and entered the vehicle. As the suspects attempted to drive off, the officers deployed and took the three into custody without incident. 



On 10-24-02, LAPD Flight Officers assigned to “Air-3” acquired the signal upon activation, while lifting off from the heliport. They initiated a broadcast of the stolen vehicle information and requested ground unit assistance. “Air-3” tracked the signal in a S/B direction, where it was isolated in the area of 6th and Mateo Streets. Central Division officers who had responded to the area took up a location on the 6th Street bridge and “pinpointed” to signal to a S/B direction (major industrial area with numerous big buildings). They located the stolen vehicle parked, unoccupied, on Mateo just north of 7th Street. The unit surveilled the vehicle for about thirty minutes, which was just down the street from a movie-set location. They were in the process of towing the vehicle, when a male adult approached them and asked why they were towing the vehicle. The officers also asked several questions themselves and received conflicting answers. Subsequently, the suspect admitted taking his mother’s vehicle and he was arrested and booked on autotheft charges. The vehicle was towed and stored with no damage.


On 10-24-02, just twelve minutes after activation, a California Highway Patrol Officer picked up the silent code of a stolen 1994 Honda Civic. The officer was on patrol on I#15 near Ted Williams Parkway, and tracked the vehicle approximately two miles to a parking lot, where he saw the vehicle abandoned. Noting an individual standing approximately fifty feet away from the vehicle, the officer approached the male to inquire about the Honda Civic. During the contact, evidence was found linking the male to the stolen vehicle. The male suspect was arrested for auto-theft and the vehicle was recovered with only ignition damage.


On 10-29-02, Orange County Sheriff’s Air DUKE –1 flight deputies picked up the silent code of a stolen 2002 Ford F250 while flying over the area of I-5 Freeway and Ortega Hwy. They alerted local deputies that they were tracking the signal and followed the signal to Dana Point where the vehicle was observed parked and unoccupied. Deputies from San Juan Capistrano station converged in the area and set surveillance. Within a short time, a male adult returned to the truck and was taken into custody without further incident. The suspect was booked VC 10851 DWOC/PC496RSP and the vehicle returned to its owner 


On 10-29-02, an officer from the California Highway Patrol (San Diego Area Office) was on patrol in the area of I#8 and I#5, when he picked up the silent code of a stolen 1999 Subaru Legend. Within minutes he tracked it to the area of the 3200 block of Hancock St. and saw the vehicle parked and unoccupied in a parking lot. Rather than immediately recover the abandoned stolen, he elected to watch the vehicle from a short distance away. Within a few minutes, a suspect walked up to the vehicle and entered the driver’s side of the vehicle. The suspect was then taken into custody without further incident. The vehicle was impounded without any damage.


On 10-29-02 a CHP officer from San Gorgonio station E/B on the I-10 Freeway approaching 8th Street, in the City of Banning, acquired the signal from the stolen 2002 Ford Focus (within eight minutes of activation). The vehicle had been reported to the Riverside Sheriff’s Department Jurupa Station. The CHP Officer tracked the signal off of the freeway and assisted by an officer from the Banning Police Department, located the vehicle on Williams Street approaching 6th Street. One female suspect occupied the stolen vehicle. The officers conducted a vehicle stop taking the suspect into custody without incident,


On 10-31-02, Burbank PD Air-1 flight officers picked up the silent signal of a stolen 1998 Honda Civic and began tracking towards the Burbank/ North Hollywood area. They continued tracking until they spotted the vehicle turning N/B on Vineland from Magnolia contacting LAPD Air-8 flight officers as the vehicle was now in the LAPD jurisdiction. Air-1 continued following the vehicle and handed off the call to LAPD Air-8 as the vehicle turned W/B on Saticoy.  Air-8 continued following the vehicle until the vehicle stopped at Stagg and Bart St. Two females exited the vehicle and began walking away until ground units from LAPD N. Hollywood and Devonshire Divisions arrived and took them into custody without further incident. The females were ID booked at the N. Hollywood Division and the vehicle impounded without further damage.


On 10-31-02, officers from the LAPD Newton Division picked up the silent code of an Ontario PD stolen 2002 Dodge Durango and began tracking it in the area of Avalon Blvd and Jefferson St. Assisted by LAPD Air-18, the vehicle was tracked and spotted parked at Jefferson and San Pedro St. A surveillance was set and within a few minutes, three adult males approached and entered, driving off. Ground units followed the vehicle to Avalon and MLK Blvds where a felony traffic stop was initiated. The suspects were taken into custody without further incident. The officers later booked the driver, releasing the other two suspects. The vehicle was impounded, undamaged. 

