To:       ALL LOJACK - SVRN CoordinatorsPRIVATE 

From:   Law Enforcement Liaisons


LoJack Corporation – Southern California Operations

Re:
Monthly Update Report for December 2006, Southern California:

Total number of “chop shops” and or “rings” for LoJack system Southern California = 278

HIGHLIGHT ACTIVITIES FOR THE MONTH OF December 2006: 

LoJack of LOS ANGELES COUNTY: 

  
On 12-3-06, LASD Air-22 Flight Deputies picked up the silent LoJack Signal of a stolen 2000 Honda Civic minutes after entry into NCIC by LAPD.  After obtaining the description, they tracked and notified ground units that they had spotted the vehicle in the area of the 4800 block of Druid St. they further relayed that the stolen vehicle was being followed by another vehicle as they watched both vehicles tail gating each other. As the ground units caught the vehicles, the chase vehicle pulled over and was detained by assisting deputies.  The stolen vehicle sped away, and apparently lost control crashing into two other vehicles.  Deputies arrived on the scene and arrested both occupants from the stolen Honda. During the arrest, they located a loaded weapon as well as narcotics.  The driver and passenger were both booked Possession of narcotics while armed with a loaded gun, VC10851 DWOC and the driver Ex-Con in Possession of a firearm.  The driver of the chase car was booked for carrying a concealed firearm, accessory to a crime-PC32, possession of a loaded firearm.  The both vehicles were stored.  Case will be presented to the DDA for Felony filing. 


On 12-4-06, deputies working LASD Century Station picked up the LoJack signal from the victim’s stolen 2005 Cadillac Escalade. The deputies tracked the signal to a rear yard located in the 1600 block of E. 87th Street. The deputies could see in the rear yard several other vehicles which were in a state of dismantling. The deputies notified Southeast TRAP Detectives who responded to the location. The detectives obtained a search warrant for the location. The detective’s investigation recovered the 2005 Cadillac Escalade, a 2002 Cadillac Escalade, a 2005 Chevrolet Silverado and a GMC frame which was going to be utilized to VIN switch the Chevrolet The total recovery value is over $130,000. All the vehicles had been partially dismantled and parts were missing. There were numerous other vehicle identification numbers (VIN) and equipment utilized to operate a chop shop recovered from the location. The detectives arrested a suspect at the location for 10801 VC (Operating a Chop Shop) and 496.1 PC (RSP). The case is being investigated by the Southeast TRAP Team.


On 12-6-06, officers from the California Highway Patrol Santa Fe Springs area picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2006 Honda Ridgeline truck while S/B 605 Freeway at E/B Washington off Ramp.  After identifying the signal as the listed vehicle, they continued tracking the vehicle to an apartment complex in the 8100 block of Broadway, city of Whittier.  Assisted by LASD Air-7 flight deputies who observed the front of the vehicle sticking out of a covered car port, an unmarked CHP investigative vehicle entered the parking area with a portable tracking unit and confirmed the identification of the stolen vehicle.  As this unit was setting up surveillance, the officer observed two females enter the vehicle and begin driving out of the complex. At this time, waiting CHP units deployed on the vehicle taking the suspects into custody without further incident.  The two females were turned over to El Monte PD detectives who are continuing this investigation that involves the use of fraudulent credit cards and embezzlement of vehicles. The vehicle was later released to the victim car dealer undamaged. 


On 12-08-06, Detectives with the LAPD CECATS picked up a silent signal from the stolen 1996 Honda Accord on their portable LOJACK tracking computer while conducting auto theft investigations. The detectives tracked the silent signal and located the stolen vehicle in an apartment building parking lot in the area of Vineland Ave and Valero Street.  Additional detectives from CECATS (Auto Task Force) responded to the location and set up surveillance on the vehicle. The detectives observed the stolen vehicle leave the location and conducted a felony traffic stop. The suspect was taken into custody for 10851 VC (DWOC) without incident. The detectives recovered narcotic paraphernalia from the suspect. They also observed that the suspect had punched the ignition to start the vehicle. Detectives from CECATS are conducting this investigation.     

On 12-11-06, officers from the LAPD Southeast Division picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 1995 Lincoln Town Car stolen in November 06.  These thieves had apparently disconnected the battery after stealing the Lincoln and re-connected it on the December 11th thus re-starting up the LoJack signal.  The officers tracked the signal to the 400 block of W. 106th where they observed the vehicle in the rear yard as well as other vehicles. Also observed a male exiting the stolen vehicle. Other officers arrived and deployed in the area. A follow up made by patrol officers led them to another location where the suspect who was seen coming out of the Lincoln was arrested. At this time, they contacted the LAPD Commercial Crimes unit BADCATS who responded and assumed the investigation. A very through investigation led to the recovery of the stolen Lincoln Town Car, (a 2007 Chevrolet 3500 series truck stolen from Downey on 11-26-06, a 2006 Cadillac Escalade stolen the same day from Downey, Non LoJack Equipped) a 1997 Honda Accord stolen from LAPD Pacific Division on 8-29-06 and numerous car parts, interiors, engines, trans etc.  Total Value of these recoveries estimated at $210,000.  One suspect was arrested and a warrant obtained for a female who rented her back yard to the suspect who used it as a “Chop Shop”. Another arrest is pending by detectives who have classified this incident as a large “Chop Shop” operation. (#278 for LoJack So. California operations) 


On 12-15-06, officers from the Antelope Valley College Police Department picked up a silent signal from the stolen 2007 Suzuki GS6 on their on-board LoJack tracking computer (six minutes after being reported stolen) during routine patrol duties. The officers tracked the stolen 2007 Suzuki to a storage facility in the area of K-8 and Division Street. The officers observed the suspects unloading two M/C’s out of a U-Haul truck. The officers took the suspects into custody for 10851 VC (DWOC), and 11350 H&S (Possession narcotics for sale) without incident. The suspects were video tapping the removal of the stolen M/C’s. The second 2007 Suzuki M/C in the suspect’s possession was also reported stolen the same day. Officers discovered that on the video camera the suspects had recorded over 20 felony crimes ranging from robberies and burglaries, to I.D theft and mail fraud. This investigation is actively on going, and is being conducted by detectives from the Lancaster Sheriff’s Station.

LoJack of SAN BERNARDINO: 


On 12-05-06, the area LoJack Law Enforcement Liaison was contacted by the victim and informed of the theft. CHP Dispatch was then advised of the proper procedure to enter the stolen vehicle into the state stolen vehicle system (SVS/NCIC) to activate the LoJack transponder. A CHP Investigator assigned to Investigative Services Unit (ISU) monitored the broadcast of the stolen backhoe and responded toward the area. Within six minutes of activation, CHP Airplane-61 acquired the signal and began tracking the vehicle. Air-61 landed at March Air Force Base and picked up the ISU investigator. They tracked and isolated the signal to a large parcel of property located in Ritche Canyon, where they observed two backhoes parked between two mobile homes. Additional ISU units arrived on the scene making contact with a female at the house who gave them consent to check out the equipment. Both pieces (the second 04 CASE non LoJack) were reported stolen by the same victim a day apart from different job cites. The husband was questioned and stated that he purchased both pieces for $24,000.00 and had given a $4,000.00 deposit, the balance of which, was due within a couple of days. One of the ISU investigators en-route to the location, observed a tractor-trailer rig parked on a residential street over the hill from where the stolen vehicles were located. This looked out of place to him, and he checked them out on the way home. They too were stolen out of San Bernardino Sheriff’s Fontana area on 12-03-06 (a 1997 Volvo Tractor and a 1998 low-boy trailer). Further investigation is being conducted by ISU with the possible arrest of the husband/suspect/informant. The estimated value of this recovery is $186,000.00.
LoJack of RIVERSIDE COUNTY: 



On 11-20-06, the area LoJack Law Enforcement Liaison was contacted and informed of the theft. CHP Inland Division Dispatch was contacted to insure the proper entry of the stolen equipment, which was activated a short time later. It was later determined that the light tower had been missing for over a month before being reported stolen. Apparently the piece had left the LoJack coverage area, but on 12-01-06 there was an uplink from Santiago Peak tower. On 12-02-06, a CHP Officer assigned to the Riverside Area acquired the silent LoJack signal in the area of 58th Street and Etiwanda in the unincorporated area of Mira Loma. The officer “pinpointed” the signal to a residence in the 5900 block of Earth Street and notified Inland Division Investigative Services Unit (ISU). ISU Investigators responded and assumed the investigation, making contact with the occupant of the residence, who stated that he had bought the equipment for $500.00 ($15,000.00 value) about six months prior. This was a conflicting/misleading statement as it had only been missing for two months. The investigators were given consent to enter the property and positive identification was made on the light tower. The suspect, who had prior arrests for theft, was arrested for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property. 

           On 12-11-06, Riverside PD ground units and RPD Air-1 acquired the silent LoJack signal from the San Bernardino PD stolen 2005 Toyota Corolla. The ground units picked up the signal in the vicinity of Golden and Cypress and Air-1 isolated the signal to a residence on Turningbend Way. As the helicopter was over the residence the occupant came outside looking the air unit, he was detained and interviewed by the responding ground units. He stated that he didn’t know anything about a stolen car and the owner of the car parked in the driveway was inside his house. Officers made contact with a female and her boyfriend who very evasive in their statements and didn’t have a clue as to how the vehicle got there. Officers checked the vehicle and found fresh traffic accident damage and damage to the interior. The resident owner further stated that he had given a party on Saturday night and the vehicle owners had attended. They left, but returned a short time later stating they had been involved in an accident and wanted to store the car there. In a re-interview the female suspect (daughter of the registered owner) admitted to being involved in an accident on the freeway and reported the vehicle stolen to avoid making an accident report. She was obviously unaware that the vehicle was LoJack equipped. She was cited for making a false GTA report and detectives are forwarding the case to the Department of Insurance for possible insurance fraud charges.
            Riverside County Sheriff’s Temecula Station Detectives received information from Orange County Auto Theft Detectives on a suspect who utilized a postal annex in their area. A physical description was provided on the suspect, who was wanted on several fraud cases as well as other crimes. The most recent was the theft of a LoJack equipped 2006 Mercedes C230 from an Orange County dealership. RSD Detectives requested the postal annex personnel to notify them if the suspect arrived to pick up mail. On 12-19-06 the suspect arrived and detectives and uniformed deputies responded to the location at Margarita and Highway 79 South. They acquired the silent LoJack signal en-route to the location and upon arrival utilized a police vehicle to block the stolen vehicle in the parking space. The suspect upon seeing the deputies exited the location and walked toward them. He refused all commands to stop and surrender and became combative when taken into custody. Following a brief altercation he was subdued and arrested for Auto Theft, Possession of Stolen Property and Resisting Arrest. The undamaged vehicle, which had pieces of silver duct tape covering the dealership logos, was processed and later returned to the dealership.
              On 12-22-06, a Hemet PD Officer en-route to the station going end of watch, acquired the LoJack activation from the Escondido PD stolen 2004 Toyota Solara. The officer was in the 100 block of Ramona, in the City of San Jacinto, when he picked up the signal. Riverside Sheriff’s were notified and responded additional units to assist. The vehicle was tracked and located parked, unoccupied, in the parking of a motel where deputies established surveillance on the vehicle. Approximately one hour later they decided to recover the vehicle after determining that no one could provide suspect information. The deputies also had information on another suspect (a parolee not related to this theft) who was wanted for Felony Spousal Abuse, Child Abuse/Endangerment and other Parole Violations. He was believed to be staying at this location and when deputies conducted their follow-up to his room there was another male and female also present. The keys to the Toyota were recovered and through additional investigation it was determined that the second male suspect had stolen the vehicle earlier that morning. He was arrested for Auto Theft and Possession of Stolen Property. The parolee was also arrested for the previously stated offenses and while being booked he was found to be in possession of counterfeit money. Forgery and counterfeit possession charges are also being filed.

            On 12-22-06 the son of the victim, an active parolee and in-file gang member, went to his parents residence (a violation of parole conditions) and demanded that his father give him the car. When he refused the suspect assaulted his father, taking the keys and the vehicle he fled the location. Riverside Sheriff’s helicopter “STAR-95” flying over the area of the 215 Freeway and Allessandro Avenue acquired the LoJack activation from the stolen 2006 Toyota Corolla. Initiating a broadcast they began tracking the signal E/B on Allassandro and requested ground unit assistance. A K-9 Deputy equipped with LoJack responded from the station and with the air unit and additional ground unit the signal was tracked back to the residence. The victim was contacted and indicated that his son (suspect) was inside. The suspect’s mother attempted to block their entry to the location, stating that he was not inside. The deputies gave her the option of getting the suspect to surrender or they would enter and remove him from the location. The suspect then complied and he was arrested without incident for Car-Jack, GTA, and Parole Violation.      

LoJack of SAN DIEGO COUNTY: 


On 12-02-06, the victim found his motorcycle, an 06 Kawasaki ZX636, had been stolen and reported it to the San Diego County Sheriff’s office at Vista. Within a few minutes, approximately forty miles away, a San Diego Police Officer assigned to Southern Division tracked the vehicle and recovered it near the US/Mexico border. The only damage was to the ignition system. The owner, stationed at the Marine Corp base at Camp Pendleton, retrieved his vehicle and chained it in his car port before returning to his duties at Camp Pendleton. When the owner returned home on 12-07-06, he found his motorcycle had been stolen a second time. He reported it to the Vista Sheriff’s office, and within minutes Carlsbad Police tracked and recovered the vehicle. At this point, the owner elected to leave it at the tow yard until his insurance company could have the ignition repaired before he again took possession of his motorcycle. 


On 12-29-06, San Diego Police Air ABLE advised the San Diego County Sheriff’s Encinitas station that they were receiving the silent code of a stolen Nissan Xterra in the area of Leucadia Blvd. and I#5. Two deputies responded to the area, and after also receiving the silent code located the vehicle at Leucadia Blvd. and Clark Ave. Since this was a fresh stolen, they and other Sheriff’s personnel set up surveillance on the vehicle. After a period of time, it was decided to recover the vehicle as an abandoned vehicle. Just as the deputies were preparing to make the recovery, a detective, in an un-marked vehicle, observed a suspect walking toward the car, then make an abrupt turn in another direction. The detective stopped the suspect, who was later determined to have the keys to the stolen vehicle in his pocket. The suspect was arrested and booked for auto theft and the vehicle was recovered without sustaining any damage. 

LoJack of ORANGE COUNTY: 


On 12-6-06, Flight Officers of Air-HB-1, picked up the silent LoJack signal of a stolen 2001 Mitsubishi while flying patrol. They tracked the signal into the city of Anaheim to the 1300 block of W. Katella Ave.  There they spotted the vehicle parked at the curb.  They made contact with Anaheim PD Auto theft Detectives and patrol officers who responded to the scene.  Within two minutes of setting up surveillance, the auto theft detectives observed a 2002 Ford F250 pick up drive next to the Mitsubishi and watched as a bald headed male exit and enter the stolen Mitsubishi.  Both vehicles began to drive off at which time the officers deployed taking both the male and female into custody without further incident.  During the investigation, the detectives discovered approximately 100 hand tools in the bed of the truck and determined also that the Ford F250 was an Orange PD stolen (non LoJack equipped). The male suspect, an active parolee and the female who had just got off parole were both booked PC 496 RSP of a stolen vehicle and VC 10851 DWOC. Both vehicles were later released to their respective owners. The investigation continues on the identification of the tools recovered during this incident.
        O
n 12-29-06, within two minutes of the LoJack system activating, officers flying Costa Mesa Air Eagle, picked up the signal from the victim’s stolen 2007 Mercedes 350E. The Air Unit put out a broadcast to Garden Grove ground units and other Orange County PDs. Anaheim Air Unit Angel overheard the broadcast and started assisting in the tracking. The two air units kept the Garden Grove unit apprised of their tracking progress. The Garden Grove officer observed the vehicle in the area of Beach Blvd. and the 22 Freeway. The vehicle was being driven by one female suspect with two other male suspects as passengers. After requested backup units arrived, they conducted a felony traffic stop. As the vehicle came to a stop, the suspects quickly exited the vehicle and ran from the scene. The officers set up a containment area and subsequently, all three suspects were taken into custody. The two male suspects were on parole. All three suspects were arrested for 10851 VC (DWOC), 496A PC (RSP) and parole holds were also placed on the two male suspects. Garden Grove and Westminster Detectives are investigating the case. 

No notable activities in LoJack SANTA BARBARA, LoJack of IMPERIAL COUNTY and LoJack VENTURA COUNTY for the month of December 06. 

MEXICO RECOVERIES: Four(4) LoJack equipped stolen vehicles were recovered from Mexico during the month of December 06. 
 

